4. t% 
"208 2e 
2 W 


pot 


„ 
N, ou, 


e 


* 
7 


Sy | 
955 4 Ay er 
Fg + 8 


* 8 * $46 
S 
n SOM Z 
ke 9%, 2 1 . 1 


A 4 £ 
* 4% 
9 


2 <7 
RAE as 4 . 


2 1 
„ 5 85 * * * * 
7 e N 

5 


1 
is. #4 


A IP 


— I 5 5 YT 
S.. x , * 3 * 0 - 1 15 1 3 
wah E Af . & Y F you 5 . if" * N 5 8 * 
a 2 
% 
1 
N 


e ee 
E 9 E R. 


k K E Slg 0 ſs” 98 at mY 
' hiffid about the Year 165) aut fo 
FWell accepted! that wit thin about two 
Years i. it paſted ti three Editibns. 
The Author, à zealous Prote Rant an and Lover 
of Liberty, was excited to write on this Sub- 
ject, by the numerous Complaints of "the 
Pea le, at that Time laboring under ſevere 
Noe for Tithes. 
For although the Power and Jurifdiction of : 
the Eccle Mica Courts, to which Proſecu- 
tions for Tithes were limited by an” Act ma 
in the 32d Vear of King Henry the Eighth, 
had been taken 99 * the Biſhop and = 
theit gy. removed yet the. ſucce i | 
Deachers 8 equally windtel of their 'own I | 
tereſt, for obtained an Ordet of Parliament | 
for bedingt them ſelves pro tempore, ted the 
zd of Ofober 104 + and an Ordinance for 
Tithes dated che Sth of November following 
under the heayy | Burden of which the Ped 
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of the Peace in the Country, with foch e- 


Hiſtoty of Tithes, from the firſt Appointment | 
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being made Protector, one of the Articles of 
Government, by him ſworn to and ſubſcribed, 
did expreſs, that as ſoon as may be a Provifon | 
leſs ſulject to Seruple and Contention, and nore 
certain than the preſent, be made for the En- | 
couragement and Maintenance of able and | 
painful Teachers, a Clauſe was inſerted therein, 
that until ſuch Provion be made, tbe f 
M. 235 hte iz. y Tae ſha C Fay; | 
away nor impeached. By which Clauſe, the 
Preachers, ſecure of the Continuance of, the 
old Pay, fat down at Eaſe, proſecuting ch ö 
as refuſed to pay them Tithes, both inzthe 
Courts at V. eftminſter, and before the Juſtices 1 


treme Severity, that our Author has taken a 
articular Notice of it, and pathetically de- 
ſcribed ſome of their Onmefcitel ExaQtioas, | 


Pag, 43. 17 
After he has given an 3 or 


of them by the Law of Moſes, taken chietly | 
from the Hiſtory of. Tithes * the learbed 
Antiquary John Selden, he "ep. confiders the 
ſeveral Claims, made to them; as _frſt, "By 
divine Right ; ſecondly, By the Gift; of King 
and Princes ; thirdly, By the Laws of Kings 
and Parliaments; feurthly, _ By. % 
Gifts, Appropriations, Conſecration, and, D 

nation of the Owners of the Land; *: 
By Preſcription and legal Poſſeſſion ;_ xtbly, 
By We To the 1 lor 25 


OT, 


"a the * E 1 2 Mo. | 


* 


x which Claims he returns a: = 


Anſwers ; But, Wo art. 1 27881009 291 10 


Remarks. on J mproptiate Titbes, nor ſo Copious 
n his. Anſwers to the Arguments of thoſe 


e might have- been, for which latter he gives 
this Reaſon; , Though" divine Right, ſays he, 


wll only tand to it, and the Generality, both 
F Lawyer's; Prieſts and People, am f a con- 


of ſuch, Readers as may not be thoroughly 
ktisfied in thoſe Points, we have thoug ht 


f. A Diſcourſe of * Wc. Ne, 
witten, by omas Elluvod. J Sti 3 


4 


lahabitant of the Pa uh of Allballuus, Bar- 


of Titbes,, preſented to Thomas Adams, Lord- 
Mayor of that City, Anno 1645 
3d. Some Arguments againſt Tithes, ex- 
nacted from 4 Treatiſe written by the cele- 
brated Jobn Milton. And, tr 
4th. In Concluſion, we have added a. hw 
Eich from a Tract, under the Title of An 


Houſe of Commons. 1 wherein A pretended legal 
Rene of * Crgy, is eri in * LEY. Light. 


As the Author, has not * ſo. full in his 
who. plead for the divine, Right: , Tithes, ad 


hath been long pretended, few are. now left aoho : 


proper to annex by way of Appendix 


2d. Reaſons given by T, Bene! Bennett, an 


Anſwer to the Country-Parſon' s Pha againſt, 
tte Quakers” Tithe-Bill, by a Member of the 


Property, in Tithes, ſo much inſiſted on by 
e Go: 


* 


trary Mind, pag. 3 1. Wherefore for the Sake 


ng, London, concerning the un juſt Exaction 
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Hing laid neee ” 
of the Contents of the Work, aud the js 
peuliæ tliersto, we hall: @bfolhn' itt- brief 6 
loducement for the Repabhentten ef et, 
hielt id for the- Infortiation ef ine prifint 
Generation; chat the Youth ef hr ech, 
or others into whoſe Hands they ff way 
not be ignorant of the Reaſons whith at feſt! 
did, and ſtilt do, determine ds in An inge xible 
Teſlimony againſt the Payment of Niches; 
and they will find it early proved, that ho! 
Obligation to a eontrary Conduct en Ute 
from any lth ol or Parliamentary Sanctien. 
Vet as from this Plea, fome, not ef our 
Profeſſion; who! in other Reſpects make no! 
great Shew of Bigotry, are ſo- wealt a0 do 
urge the Payment ef them; and ſdme who 
ate of eur Profeffion, under' the ſeme Eh- 
ſrderation or Pretenee, and fret the Iwfftener 
4 Example and Perfwaſion, may be induced 
o pay 7 — to eäeh of thee it i neceſſary 
8 ſay a W ordlot two fof, in regard te he 
latter, we do not obſerve that our antiant 
Friends, whO wrote on this Subjech Have fact 
much directly to feel an incenliltent Con- 
duet; net apprebending, as we fuppbſe, the, 
Degeneracy would ever be to Sei a t 8 
quice it. 
And ee e * g Tithe 5d * 
Proteſtants ak this Thne g Hy dilckinied, | 
yet it ſtill is upon that Aren ide Na- 
tional Law enforces the Pl dr ef them: ar 
che enn Sbeets abandantly make ap- 
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year; n to eons then, and ni of 
the ConfMletice ot Inconfiſtence of the Con- 
duct of any! Mernber of our Society in” this 
particular,” as we would of the Condadt of 
any Protefient Diferter" on the Principle of 
Ert and Conſcience; who, on Pretenice of. 
being determined by an outward Law, acts 
contrary to His own. profeſſed Pridciples. | 
There is # Language, and much ſtronger, in 
Aions than in Words. Every one who pays 
Tithes to a National Min 55 by * 8 7 | 
ſeems to declare his Belief By 
the Conftitation of the 6570 100 K 25 due 
to that Miniſtry, — tv to any National 
Law, and that it is truly and properly. 4 Gol- 
pel Miniſtry, whether of this or any other 
National Church; becauſe not only the Law 
by which they are reeovered, but the Parſon 
who claims them, takes all this for granted. 
For ean it be ſuppoſed he will plead à Right 
to Tithes, without declaring himſelf to have 
this Ri ohe 45 4 Minifter of Chriſt * From 
— this ſhameful Abſurdity undeniably 
ber every Man, under the 9 55 
of Labeviſin, who pays $ Tithes, either 
{ſes what he does not 'beſevy, ot lle 
what he does not practiſe. For, | 
The Buſs of our Religion is the univerſal 5 
Manifeſtation and immediate Teaching of the 
boly Spirit from which arifes 4 Faith, that 
al acceptable Worſhip is perfortned in and 
under its Influence; that al Goſpel Miniftry 
lows from its Emanations * this in Ts | 
tels 
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fels prepared and ſanctified by the Divine. 
Hand, is the ſole eſſential 9 0 to that 
Work. That as the Gift is divine, the Ser- 
vice is free, and muſt be faithfully diſcharg d | 4 
without any Object of Reward from Man. 
That Study, Learning or Art, are no eſſential 
Parts of the Character of a Goſ pel Miniſter, ; be 
nor can any Man be initiated i yn this Office 
by human Call or Ordination. A funda- = 
mental Article which never can be reconciled | 
to the Payment of Tithes, for the Support of 
a Worſhip and Miniſtry ſtanding upon ano- 
ther Foundation; unleſs contrary Means, Ob- 
jects and Ends, can be made to conſtitute the 
ſame Character. And how much foever ſome Ml © 
Mens Underſtandings may be darkened with. | 1 
the Notions of Law and Preſcription, in fa- 
vour of a pretended Property; as is evident 
in the Payment of Tithes, yet if we com- 
plied with theſe Laws or Preſcriptions, we 
ſhould vertually acknowledge the Conſiſtency 
of it with the Chriſtian Religion, and that 
thoſe to whom they are paid are the Miniſters, 
of Chrif, and hereby ſhould intirely give up 
the Reaſonableneſs of our Plea of ſeparating 
from that Worſhip and Miniſtry. REY 
A Defection in the leaſt Degree, an la- 
novation in ſome Modes and Ceremonies, 

which have little or nothing 1 in them moral or 
divine, but are indifferent in their Nature and 
Tendency, may. not always be 'a ſufficient 
Reaſon for a Separation ; but whenever a 


Depravity ! in Fundamentals, in any Society, 
us 


7% the R EO D E R. 


b diſcover'd, FR as their Worſhip and Mi- 
niſtry 3 a Separation, an Attempt for a Re- 
formation, becomes an indiſpenſable Duty; 5 
nd to concur in the Support of this Worſhip 
nd Miniſtry, after ſuch a Ne, is 8 
geateſt of Contradictions. 

Nothing can be weaker, nothing more 
nepoſterous, than to make the Law of the 
Lind the Rule of Mens Conduct relating to 
their Worſhip and Religion. A Man who 
thus will reaſon, and thus would act, has 
o Religion; knows not what it is. He muſt 
change his Profeſſion of Religion, if the 
Laws of the Countries where he came re- 
quired it, as often as he changed his Climate. 
He would pay his Devotion. to the Virgin 
Mary at Rome, to. Mahomet at Mecca or 
Medina, to the Sun in Perſia, a, and the Moon 
in antient Arabia. 

The Magiſtrate is no more warranted by 
the Precepts of the Goſpel, to compel me to 
pay towards the Support and Maintenance of 
any Religion and Miniſtry, than he has to 
chuſe a Religion for me. Every thing within 
the Verge of Religion, or a Part of Chriſtian 
Faith and Worſhip, is out of his Juriſdiction, 
as he can no more than any other Man, 
anſwer to God for my doing, or omitting, 
what in Conſcience I believe is my Duty. It 
8 a Contradiction to that invaluable Bleſſing 
Liberty, in the beſt Senſe of the Word, and 
to the Idea of a Reformation. Were Men 
accuſtomed to reaſon with the ſame Clearneſs 
and 
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and difintereſted Impartiality in divine Thing 
as in nattrral, they could not but fee thi 
Fruth of our Conclufion in its preſent Appli- 

And that we are not fingular in this kind 
of Reaſoning, may appear from the Inſtance 
of Jobn Locke, who in his firſt Letter con- 
cerning TFoleration, juſtly diſtinguiſhes e 
tren what is a Part of religious Worſhip, 
believed to be appointed by God, and what ig 

but a Circumſtance belonging thereto' ; ſuch" al 
the Time and Place of Worſhip ; Habit and 
Poſture of him that wor ſhips ; which, as God 
has not given any expreſs Command about them, 
and being in themfelves perfectly i rd ferent, 
may ſometimes be determined by human Pru: 
dence, as ſhall be jadged muſt ſubſervient to the 
End of Order and Decenry. But even in this 
he obſerves, that thoſe who believe the Firſt, 
or the Seventh-day to be ſet apart by God, and 
conſecrated fill to his Worfhip, to them that! 
Portion of Time is not a fimple Circumſtance, 
but a real Part of divine Wot ſhip, which cal 
neither be changed nor neglicted. 


He affirms, and proves, the following Pro- 
poſitions, viz. That the Magiſtrat“: Pouer 
extends not to the eftabliſhing of any Aftitles of 
1 th or Forms of Worſhip, by the Force of bis 

—— — | e 

That the End of a religious Society is the 
 publiek Worſhip of God, and by Means thetiif 
the Acquiſtion'of eternal Life. All Diſciphne 
ought therefore to tend to that End, did all 


* e 


UI fe READER, 


Fuck haſtical Laws 70 be thereunto iy ed. 
Not hing ought nor can be. tranſacted i in this H0- 


if upon any Occaſion whatſoever.— 

That of par rticular Churches of 4; ferent Per- 
fuafrons, uo one of them has any manner 0 
Furifaieht on over the other, no not even when the 


lommunion. For the Civil Government can 
give no new Right to the Church, nor the Church 
ty the Ci wo Govern ment. So that whether the 
Mogiftrate j join himſelf to any Church, or ſepa- 
rate from it, the Church remains always as it 
was before, a free and voluntary Society. It 


Magiſtrates coming to it, nor does it boſe the 
Right of Inſtruction and Excommunication by 


bis going from it. This is the fundamental and 
immutable Right of 4 a ſpontaneous Society, that 
it has Power to remove any of its Members that 


tranjgreſs the Rules of its Inflitution : But it 
connot, by the Acceſſion of any new Members, 


that are not joined with it. 
That Excommunication neither des, nor can. 


cu] Goods and Immunities which he Jenner 
poſe ed. . 


1 Churches, nay, nor even Comman-wealths, 
and das 


gay, relating to the Profeſſion of civil and 
wrldly Goods. No Force is here to be made Ufe 


Gord Magiſtrate cames to be of this or the other 


lit ber requi res the Power 0 of the Sword by the 


acquire any Right of Fur. iſ ion over thoſe 
drive the excommuni cated P erſon ef 7 hoſe | 


That no body, 7 foe, neither 57 Perſon, 


bave auy 76 th T7. . the ciui Rights 
ods of each other, "upon Tee, 
n 


1 "PREMONITION 


of Religion. — — That whence ſever the Aus 
rity of the Clergy ſprung, fince it is Ecch 
offical, if ought to be confined within the Boung 
of the Church, nor can it in any manner bf 
extended to Ci ut Aﬀairs 3 becauſe the Churell 
Ftjelf is a Thing abſolutely ſeparate and diſtind 
rom the Common-wealth. The Boundaries 0 
Both Sides are fixed and immoveable. He fun? 
. bles Heaven and Earth together, the Thing | 
moſt remote and oppojite, who mixes theſe fl no! 
Societies, which are in their Original, Eu pr 
Buſineſs, and in every thing, perfettly d flint 
and infini tely different from each other: = 
That the Magiſtrate cannot take away tbeſ 
worldly Things from this Man, or Party, ani 
ive them to that; nor change Property among. 
Fellow-ſubj ets, (no not even by a Lam) for a 
Cauſe that has no Relation to the End of Civil 
Government; I mean for their Religion, ——I 
This Reaſoning, although it was calculated 
in favour of a general Toleration, yet, when 
applied to the preſent Caſe of Tithes, 0 
cludes ſtrongly in our Favour. 
Not to detain the Reader with too Joop. 
Preface, nor repeat what is already faid, we 
may juſt remind him; that as in the Natur 
of the Thing, a Precept only, not an Example 
for the Payment of Tithes, in their preſen 
Extent, muſt be produced in the New- Teſta 
ment, in order to make the Claim good updt 
Aa Chriſtian Bottom : Such a Precept, ot iht 
want of one, muſt determine whether thl 


is, or is not, a Part of the Cbriſian Conſtituf 
1 uon 


Q. Se.: 
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tion. In a Matter of ſo great Concern, it were | 
highly abſurd to ſuppoſe, a "poſitive Precept | 
would have been omitted by Chriſt, the 
Founder of our Religion, and his inſpired 
Followers, if ſuch an Exaction had been 
deſign d. That there is no ſuch poſitive Pre- 
cept in the New - Teſtament, is a Truth in 
Fact, and therefore a Negation of this Ex- 
action. 1 4s $2 9551 

In a Word, neither the Donation of Tithes, 
nor a Plea for them, for. the Service of the 
Prieſthood only, took place, until a Defection, 
in more Inſtances than one, from the Purity 
of the apoſtolick Ape, overſpread the Chriſtian 
Church, about the Time of Conſtantine the 
firſt Chriſtian Emperor ; that fatal Period, 
when a Door was opened to transform Reli- 
gion into a political Syſtem ; to incorporate 
Chriſtianity with Tudaiſm and Paganiſm ; 
but we, in demurring to the Payment of 
Tithes, recur directly to the Ages Fr Chriſtian 
Purity, before theſe Corruptions were intro- 
„% TC onog Ay TH: 
We fay then, whatever ſome Men may 
think, or however others may act, if the 
People call'd Quakers ſhould at any Time fo 
far femporize with the Laws and Cuſtoms of 
the Times, as to pay Tithes, or any Thing 
of the Nature of Tithes, they will prefer theſg 
Laws and Cuſtoms to that which is divine, 
run retrograde to their own Reformation, and 
ſegenerate into that Darkneſs, out of Thich 

; os RD their 
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Cauſe, is highly conſiſtent with Cbriſtiam 
Fortitude, and cannot paſs unrewarded; of 
on the other, all Severity, all ànnegeſſary 


ſcientious Conduct, evinces the Remains of 


amongſt any other People in 'the knomn 


their Predeeeſſors were reſcued by the break. 
ing forth of Goſpel Ligbr. 
A practical Conformity 40 the Dacttines 
they had embraced, though attended with 
very great Hardſhips, is one cogent Argument 
of this People being aQuated, in the Begin 
ning, by a truly reforming Pringiple ; of 
which the Hifory of their Sufferings will be 
a laſting Monument. On the contrary, 4 


ſervile Compliance with the Laws and Cul. Ml. 
toms of the Times, a Fear 'of Suffering ; off ( 
the Reproach of Obſtinacy or Singularity, has 


ever greatly obſtructed the Work of Refor- 
mation amongſt Diſſeuters of malt Denomi- 


We hall conclude with obſcrying, that, 28 


Pains and Penalties, inflicted on ſuch a con- 


that perſecuting Spirit, which has made 
more Havock in the Cbriſtian Church, than 
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To Tur | 


Great Caſe of T1 T N E. $ 


POTTY 


- a. i 
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To the COUNTRYMEN, FARMERS, 


and HUSBANDMEN of E N GLAND. 


T is for your Sakes that this ſmall Treatiſe 
is ſent abroad, that in a matter wherein 
you are ſo much concerned, you might be 

truly informed : And becauſe there are many 

differing Opinions, and of late Years have 
been great Diſputes, concerning the Right of 

Tithes, which makes the Caſe ſeem difficult 

to be reſolved, I have given you the Subſtance 

of all that eyer I could find written, or hear 


diſcourſed, touching that Point; and for 


more than two Years laſt paſt, I have made 
much Enquiry into it ; and if there be any 
who have ſomething to ſay for them, which 
is not herein touched, or in forne. general 


B- Head : 


The AUTH OR's PRE FAC E. 


Head comprehended, it t ſhall be acceptable to 
me to receive it. g 


The Method of the Diſcourſe. 


Firſt, I have begun with Tithing among 
the Jews, which, either in Precept or Example, 
is the Foundation of all others, 

Secondly, I have given you a ſhort View of 
the Doctrines, Opinions, Decrees, and Practices 
of the Primitive Church concerning them, and 
from thence downward until this Day, which 
is enough to clear the whole Point. 

Thirdly, Out of which, having na fome 
ſhort Obſervations, I Hate the Cafe as it an- 
cerns us in England. 

Fourthly, And then leaf ing what every one 
hath to ſay for them, and giving them particu. 

lar Anſwers, 

Fifthly, I proceed to ſatisfy fome great Ob- 
jections, and fo conclude the whole, in as much 
Brevity as the Variety of the Subject would 
permit, 


A. PREARSOx. Ne 


R EAT CASE. 


O F 


TITHES, 6. 


Of TiTHinG amongſt the JE Ws. 


10 D having choſen Aaron and his Sons for 
the Office of the Prieſthood, and the reſt 
of the Tribe of Levi for the Service of the 
Tabernacle, he gave unto the Levites all the Tenth 
in Jrael for an Inheritance for their Service, and 
they were to have no Inheritance among the Chil- 
dren of Mrael. | . 

And the Levites, out of their Tithe, were to 
offer up an Heave- Offering of it for the Lord, 
even the tenth Part of the Tithe, and give it unto 
Aaron the Prieſt for himſelf and his Sons; and no 
other Portion had the Priefts out of the Tithes, but 
they were for the Levites that did the common Ser- 
vices of the Tabernacle, for the Strangers, for the 
Fatherleſs and the Widows. 

Beſides the Tenth of the Tithe, the Prieſts had Deut.18.4 
the firſt ripe Fruits of .the Ground, of Wheat, of 
Parley, of Figs, of Grapes, of Olives, of Pom- 
granates and Dates, at what Quantity the Owner Ex. 45. 3 
pleaſed an 1 alſo of e kd) 


2 De Great Caſe of Tithes, &c. 


Oy], Fleece, and the like, was given to the Prieſts 
at the ſixtieth Part, ſometimes at the fiftieth or 
more, at the Devotion of the Owner. 
Ot Cattle alſo the Firft-born were the Lord's, 
paid to the Prieſts, of clean Beaſts in Kind, of un- 
Exod. 13. z clean in Money, with a fifth Part added: Alſo 
divers Parts of the Sacrifices were appointed for the W t! 
Priefts. 
But no Tithes did the Prieſts receive of the Peo- 
ple; for thoſe belonged to the Levites that were a 
appointed over the Tabernacle, and the Inſtru- ( 
ments thereof, to bear it, to take it down, and ſet 0 
it up, to ſerve Aaron and his Sons, and to do the: 
Services of the Tabernacle, and keep the Inſtru- | 
ments thereof; and their Service chiefly was upon WI 
removing, of the Hoſt ; for better ordering whereof, \ 
and every ones Service, they were divided into t 
three Parts, the Kohathites, the Ger/honites, and the 
Merarites, and theſe received Tithes of the People, 
and out of them, a tenth Part they delivered to the 
Prieſts, 7 „ 
Afterwards, when Solomon had builded a Tem- 
1cbron 6 Ple, and placed the Ark therein, other Offices 
30, & 32. were appointed for the Leviles; one Part of them 
were to be Singers; another to be Porters, and 
take the Charge of the Gates of the Temple; 
another to be Keepers of the Freafury ; others of 
them alſo were placed abroad in the Country, on 
the Weſt Side of Jordan one Fouſand ſeven Hun- 
dred, and on the Eaſt Side two Thouſand ſeven 
Hundred. SY 1 4 
By this Time alſo the Poſterity of Aaron being 
much encreaſed, the Prieſts were divided into twen- 
ty four Ranks or Courſes, according, to the Names 
of their Families, and every one's Attendance was 
required by Turns; and hereupon Zacharias B 
ſaid to be of the Courſe of Abia, and to execute 
the Prieſt's Office, and burn Incenſe as his Tum 
| 1 | came, 
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came, Luke i. and the firſt of the firſt Rank had 
the Pre-eminence, and was the High-Prieſt, and 
ſo every one according to their Precedency were 
preferred, 

The Levites that were Singers were Hitided, | 
as the Prieſts, into twenty four Ranks or Courſes; 
the Porters into five Parts, one Part to every of 
the four Gates of the Temple, and the fifth to 
Aſuppim, i. e. the Council- Houſe. 


The Treaſury was generally committed to one, 
as the chief, but under him to two Sorts of other 


Officers; one to keep the Treaſures of the -Houſe 


of the Lord, and thoſe Things that were offered to 
the Lord; and the other to keep the dedicate 
Things : In theſe Treaſuries were put the ſecond 
Tithes, the Offerings of all Sorts of People, which 

were for the Uſes and Services of the Temple, for 
the Fatherleſs, the Stranger, and the Widow. 


Aiter the Captivity, and new Dedication of the 
Temple, it appears, that in many Particulars, 
their Laws, Ordinances and Cuſtoms, were very 
much changed, eſpecially in this of Tithing : But 
not being much pertinent to this Diſcourſe, I ſhall 
pals them over; only from theſe ſhort Hints, let 
the Reader underſtand, that though the Priefts and 
Levites were both of the Tribe of Levi, yet was the 
Prieſthood ſettled in the Sons of Aaron, and the 
Offices of the Prieſts were quite different from the 
Levites, and ſo was. their Maintenance diſtin, as 
before is herein plainly ſhewed. 
| Theſe Prieſts and Levites being ſeparated for the 

Work of the Lord, in the Tabernacle and in the 
Temple they miniſtred according to the Ordmances 

of the firſt Covenant, which were Figures for the 
Time then 8 and — of good Things 
to come. 
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A ieu of the Do#ri nes, Decrees and P ra@ices 
of T1THING, from the Infancy of the 
_ Chriſtian Church, until this Day. 


UI in the Fulneſs of Time, God raiſed up 

another Prieſt, CyRI1sT JESUS, Who was not 
of the Tribe of Levi, nor conſecrated after the 
Order of Aaron; for he pertained to another Tribe, 
of which no Man gave Attendance at the Altar, 
who (having obtained a more excellent Miniſtry, of 
a greater and more perfect Tabernacle, not of the 
former Building, being the Sum and. Subſtance of 
all the Patterns of Things under the firſt Covenant) 
put an End to the firſt Prieſthood, with all its Sha- 
dows, Figures, and cainal Ordinatices, and changing 
the Prieſthood, which had a Command 4 take Tithes 
of their Brethren, there was made of Neceſlity alſo 
a Change of the Law, and a diſannulling of the 
Commandment going before, which was but: im- 
poſed until the Time of Reformation. 
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And the Apoſtles and Miniſters of Chriſt Feſus, | 
when he had finiſhed his Office upon Earth, by 


offering up himſelf through the Eternal Spirit, a 
Sacrifice without Spot unto Gad, did not look 
back to the Ordinances of the former Prieſthood, 
but teſtified an End was put unto them ; and wit- 
neſſed againſt the Temple, wherein the Prieſts mi- 
niſtred, tor which Stephen was. ſtoned to Death ; 
againſt Circumciſion, ſaying, It was not that of the 
Fleſh ; againſt the Paſſover, Prieſts, &c. and 
preached up Chriſt Feſus and his Doctrine, the new 
and living Way, which was not made manifett 


while as the firſt Tabernacle was ſtanding. - Nor | 


did they go about to eſtabliſh the Law by which 
Tithes were given in the former Prieſthood, but 
freely they preached the Goſpel which they had 

ns received, 
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received, and did not require any ſettled Mainte- 
nance, but lived of the free Offerings and Contri- 
butions of the Saints, who by their Miniſtry were 
turned to Chriſt Feſus. 

At Jeruſalem and thereabouts, ſuch was the 
Unity of Heart among the Saints in the Apoſtles 
Time, that all Things were in common, and none Mts 4-34- 
wanted; and as many as were Poſſeſſors of Lands . 
or Houſes, ſold them, and brought the Price, and 
laid it down at the Apoſtles Feet, and it was diſtri- 
buted unto every Man according as he had Need. 

So the Church gathered by (a) Mark at Alexan- 

%a in Agypt, followed the ſame Rule as the Saints 
ad at Feruſalem, having all Things in common: 
And Philo Judæus, a famous Author of that Time, 
reporteth, that not only there, but in many other 
Provinces, the Chriſtians lived together in Societies. 

In the Churches at Antioch, the Saints poſſeſſed 44811. 29 
every Man his own Eſtate; fo likewiſe in Galatia 1 Cor. 16. 2 
and Corinth, where the Apoſtle ordained, that 
Weekly-Offerings for the Saints ſhould be made by 
every one as God had bleſſed him; and by theſe 
Offerings (which were put into the Hands of the 
Deacons of the Churches) were all the Services and 
Needs of the Church ſupplied. | 5 

(b) By Example of theſe, the Courſe of Monthly 
Offerings ſucceeded in the next Ages, not exacted, 
but freely given at the Bounty of every Man, as 
appears plainly by Tertullian in Apolog. ch. 39. 
where, upbraiding the Geztiles with the Piety and 
Devotion of Chriſtians, he ſaith, Whatſoever we 
have in the Treaſury of our Churches, is not raiſed 
by Taxation, as though we put Men to ranſom thetr 
Religion; but every Man once a Month, or when it 
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(4) Hieron. in vita Marc. PE” 
(4) Vide Synod. Gangr. Can. 60. 


. Y * 4 4 - > * * Y 1 
F * * _— 1 * * 9 * 
2 7 


not without he liſteth ; for no Man is compelled, but 
leſt free to his own Diſcretion : And that which is 


by Sea, and ſuch as are condemned to the Metal- 
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Pleaſeth bimſelf, beſtometh what be thinks good, and | 


given, is not beſtowed in Vanity, but in relieving the | 
Poor, and upon Children deſtitute of Parents, and 
Maintenance of aged and feeble Perſons, Men wrecked 


Mines, banifh:d into Iſlands, or caſt into Priſon, 
profeſſing the true God, and the Chriſtian Faith. 
And this Way ot Contribution continued in the 
Church till the great Perſecution under Maximi- 
nian and Diclefian, about the Year 304, as (c) Eu- 
ſebius teſtifieth, which alſo appears by the Writings 
of Tertullian, Origen, Cyprian, and others. 
About this Time alſo, ſome Lands began to 
be given to the Church, and the Revenue of 
them was brought into the Treaſury of the Church, 
and belonged to the Church in common, and was 
diſtributed, as other Offerings, by the Deacons 
and Elders 3 but the Biſhops or Miniſters meddled 
not therewith ; for (4) Origen ſaith, It is not lau- 
ful for any Miniſter of the Church to poffeſs Land 
(given to the Church) to his own Uſe : And called to | 
the Miniſters, Let us depart from the Priefts of 
PHARAOH, v enjoy earthly Poſſeſſions, to the | 
Prieſts of the LORD, «cho have no Portion in the 
Earth, And in another Place he faith, I behovetb 
vs to be faithful in diſpoſing the Rents of the CuuRcn, 
that we ourſelves devour not thoſe Things which be- 
long to the Widows and the Poor; and let us be cou. 
tent with ſimple Diet, and neceſſary Apparel. And 
(e) Urban, Biſhop of Rome, Anno 227, did declare, 
That the CHURCH myjght receive Lands and Poſſeſſions * 
| offered 
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(c) Euſeb, lib. 4. ch. 22. | 
(4) 16 Homily upon Geneſis, fol. 26. ch. 3. 
Ce) Urban 1. in Epiſt. C. 12. 9. 1. c. 161. 
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ofered by the Faithful, but not to any particular 
Man's Benefit, but that the Revenues thereof ſhould 
v difributed as other Offerings, as Need required. 

4 Cyprian, Biſhop of Carthage, about the Year 
250, alſo teſtifieth the ſame, and ſheweth, that 
the Church maintained many Poor, and that her own 
Diet was ſparing and plain, and all her Expences 
full of Frugality. es 

(g) Proſper alſo ſaith, that a Miniſter able to live 
of Limſeif, cug bi not to participate of the Goods of the 
Church; for faith he, They that have of their own, 
gud yet deſire to have ſomewhat given them, do not 
recetve it without great Sin. 5 

(b) The Council at Antioch, Anno 340, (find- 
ug that much Fault had been among the Deacons, 
tw whom it properly belonged) did ordain, hat 
the Biſhops might diſtribute the Goods of the Church, 
bt required, that they took not any Part to them- 
ves, or to the Uſe of the Prieſts and Brethren that 
ed with them, unleſs that Neceſſity did juſtly require 
, uſing the Words of the Apoſtle, Having Food 
aud Raiment, be therewith content. 

In theſe Times, in many Places, the Chriſtian 
Converts joined themſelves in Societies, and choſe 
i kparate Life, felling what they had, and living 
together in common, after the Example of the 
former Saints about Feruſalem, as (i) Chryſoſtom 
notes, who lived about the Year 400, by whoſe 
Writings it alſo appears, that there was not the 
lit Je or Prattice of the Payment of Tithes in 
ice former Ages. 5 PR 

The Church now living altogether by free Of- 
krizgs of Lands, Money and Goods, the People 

were 
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(F) Cyprian Epiſt. 27, 34, 36. 
(g) Lib. 21. de vita contemplatirà. 
(b 
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} Con. Ant. cap. 25. © Hy ; 
() Hom, 11. in Ada Tom. 6. Edit. Saviliana, pag: 89 
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were much ' preſſed to bountiful Contributions fo 
holy Uſes, as may be ſeen by the Writings of 
( Hierom and Chrrſoftom, who brought the Jewiſß 
Liberality in their Payments of Tenths, for an 
Example, beneath which they would 'not have 
Chriſtians determine their Charity; where Chry. 
tom tays, he ſpeaks theſe Things not as commanding! 
or forbidding that they ſhould give more, yet 4 
thinking it fit, that they ſhould not give leſs than the 
tenth Part. (I) Hierom allo doth earneſtly admo- 
niſn them 7o give bountifully io the Poor, and double 
Honour 10 him that labours in the Lord's Work; not! 
binding at all to offer this or that Part, leaving! 
them to their own Liberty, but preſſing they might 
got be more ſhort than the Jews were. „ 

(m) Ambroſe, who was Biſhop of Milan, about 
the Year 400, preached up Tenths to be offered 
up for holy Uſes, (as the Phraſe then was) as may 


be ſeen in his Sermon of Repentance; but his Au- [ 
thority he produceth wholly from Moſes's Writings, Wl © + 
and quotes divers Sentences, and threatens the e 
People, that if they would not pay their Teuhs, Ci 
God would reduce them to a Tenth. _ a \ 
In like manner (u) Auguſtin, Biſhop of Hippo, 4 
N . hath 8 

| ( 

— . — — | _— the 
(4) Homil. 43. ad Epiſt. 1. ad Corinth. in cap. 16. ben 
(1) Ad cap. 3. Malachiz. Pio 
(n) Tom. 5. Serm. fer. 2. poſt dom. 1. quadrageſima, & 0 
vide Serm. in Aſcenſ. Domini. nen 
(u) In Serm. de temp. in Tom. 10. Hæc eſt (ſaith he) Do- of 
mini juſtiſſima conſuerudo, ut fi tu illi decimam non deder!s, W 
tu ad decimam revoceris | | E 


And afterwards with much Earneftneſs, Decimæ ex de- 
bito requiruntur, & qui eas dare noluerit, res alienas invalltz 
& quanti pauperes in locis ubi ipſe habitat, illo decimas non... 
dante, fame mortui fuerint, tantorum homicidiorum Ie 
ante Tribunal æterni judicis apparebit, quia à Domino pad: 
perihuʒ delegatum ſuis utibus reſervavit. Qui ergo ſidi aut 
præ nium comparare, aut Peccatorum denderat indulge 
Lam promereri, reddat decimam. e 
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th an whole Homily for the Right of Tithes, 
who calls upon thoſe that have no Fruits of the 
Farth, to pay the Tenth of whatſoever they live 
by ; and faith, tbe Neglef? of Payment of Tithes is 
le Cauſe of Sterility and Blaſting ;, and agrees with 
fnbroſe in his Threats, that God would reduce them 
po Tenth ; and tells them, that not paying their 
ſubes, they ſhall be found guilty at God's Tribunal, 
if the Death of all the Poor that periſh through 

Want, in the Places where they dwell ; and bids 
them bat would either get Reward, or deſire the 
Pardon of their Sins, io pay their Tithes. Theſe two 
great Biſhops agree, and from the Law given to 
the Jraelites take their whole Doctrine, and im- 
pole their own Opinion with ſo heavy Penalties ; 
But yet take Notice to what End they required 
tem, That the Poor might not want, and ſay, 
tat God hath reſerved them for their Uſe. | 

Leo (called the Great) who was Pope from 440 
tb 460, was likewile very earneſt and large in ſtir- 
ing up every Man's Devotion to offer to the 
Church part of his received Fruits, but ſpeaks not 
Word of any certain Quantity, as may appear 
by his Sermons De jejunio decimi menſis & Eleema- 
huts. 

Severin alſo, about the Year 470, ſtirred up 
te Chriſtians in Panonia, who in Example of his 
aut), gave the Tenth of their Fruits to the 
cor. 

(0) Gregory not only admoniſheth the Pay- 
ment of Tithes from Moſess Law, but alſo the 
dſerving the Time of Lent, conſiſting of ſix 
Necks, out of which take the Sundays, and there 

- on 8 remain 
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(0) Hom, 16. in Evang. & diſt. 5. de conſecrat. c. 16. Ut 
k Lege jubemur Domino decimam rerum dare. 


10 


commanded in the Law to give the Tenth of all J. bing 


remain thirty ſix Days, the tenth Part of the Year 
Fractions of Days omitted; this Tenth of Tim 
he would have given to God, ſaying, We art 


unto God. 

And from the Opinions of theſe, and othe 
ancient Fathers, who took their Ground from the 
Law, Tithes, Eaſter, Pentecoſt, and other Things 


came to be introduced and brought into the Church Ml 
(dv) But notwithſtanding the Doctrine, and hard 3: 
Threats of ſome of the great Biſhops of that Time Ml "7 
it was not a generally received Doctrine, that Cu 
Tit hes ought io be paid, nor till about the Year 800% nen 
was any Thing by the then Church determined Þut 
or ordained, touching the Quantity that ſhould C* 
be given, though (no doubt) in many Places ton 
amongſt the Offerings of the devouter Sort, 'Tenthsiil b*«! 
or greater Parts of their Annual Increaſe wert ſo d 
given, according to the Doctrine of Ambroſe and de 
others. 5 * pro 
(q) The Offerings of the Church in thoſe Age : 
were received and diſpoſed of in Maintenance of thi" © 
Prieſts, and Relief of thoſe that were diſtreſſed WM the 
neither had the Prieſts ſuch a particular Intereſt u He: 
the Profits received, as of late Time they hav lep 
uſurped; all that was received, whereſoever i din 
the Biſhoprick, was a common Treaſury, 100 
was diſpenſed, one fourth Part to the Prieſts, out « Dif 
which every one had his Portion ; another fourtl He 
Part to the Relief of the Poor, Sick, and Strangers the 
a third to the building and repairing of Places ſo reſt 
1 9 | public Tir 
10 
oo — | — | 
(p) As is teftified by Agobard, Biſhop of Lyons, an higii an) 

eſteemed Man, in his Treatiſe De Diſpenſarione, &c. co 
Sacrilegos, page 2* 6, | We 


(4) Be not offended at the Word Prieft, no other can 
given to this Age; for the Title, as then 'twas given Wl ( 
them, ſo it was owned by them. „„ 
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wblick Meetings, called Churches; and the fourth 
tp the Biſhop. And generally then, the Biſhop 
lived in fome Monaſtery, and his Clergy with him, 
fro whence he ſent them out to preach within the 
Countries in his Dioceſs, and there they received 
uch Offerings as were made, and brought them to 
the Treaſury. , JCF. . 
And though divers of the Fathers, Popes and 
Biſhops, did declare that Tithes were due, and 
wht 10 be paid; none of the firſt eight general 
Councils of the (r) Church, did ever fo much as 
mention the Name of Tithes, or declare them a 
Duty. The ninth, held at Lateran under Pope 
Calixtus the ſecond, about the Year 1119, men- 
tons Tithes, but ſpeaks only of thoſe which had 
been given to the Church by ſpecial Conſecration; 
þ doth alſo the Council held under Pope Alexander 
the third, Anno 1180, but that only inhibits A p- 
propriations to Religious Houſes, without Aſſent 
of a Biſhop; for at that Time, People being led 
tb believe that their Tithes ought to be given for 
the Uſe of the Poor, did chiefly diſpoſe them to the 
Heads and Governours of Religious Houſes, who 
kept open Hoſpitality for the Poor, and Enter- 
tainment of Strangers, and were eſteemed holy, as 
good Treaſurers for the Needy, who took Care of 
Diſtribution of them, as is teftified by Caſſian the 
Hermit. But that Council ſeeing much given to 
the Poor, little to the Prieſts, made that Decree to 
reſtrain the Peoples Freedom; and indeed, by this 
Time, much Wickedneſs was crept into theſe 
Houſes, as Hiſtories relate. 

Nor was any Law, Canon, or Conſtitution of 
hin any general Council as yet found, that purpoſely = 
| oy: be [199) 5 AAAS commanded 
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(r) 1 call is Church, becauſe it was then ſo eſteerel ; ] muſt 
5 ſuch Words as muy give the Reader a Knowledge of what T 
a, | Lhe hed | g | . 
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before the Council of Lateran, held in the Yea! 


of the Poor, &c. Whence alſo the Council at 


Tithes. 
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commanded the Payment of Tithes, nor aty tha 
expreſly ſuppoſed them a Duty of common Right 


1215, under Pope Innocent the third; about whic 
Time, the Pope's Authority was grown powerful! 
and the Canons more received into Practice, that 
before were little, eſpecially herein, obeyed. 

( About the Years 800, goo, 1000, and after 
Tithes were called the Lord's Goods, the Patrimon 


Nants (t) declared, the Clergy were not to uſe the | 
as their own, but as commended to their Truſt ; and e 
they were not then given for the Clergy, but to be 
diſpoſed of for the Uſes of the Poor. | 

And at this Time, no Regard was had to th 
Nature of the Increaſe ; but whatſoever did ariſt (01 
in Profit, whether by Trade, Merchandize, ot 
Huſbandry, the Tenth was required to be paid fol 


But ſtil], the People had more mind to give 
them for the Poor than the Prieſts, as may be un 
derſtood by the Complaint of () Pope Innocent thi 
third, who cried out againſt thoſe that gave thei” 
Tithes and firſt Fruits to the Poor, and not to thi al 
Prieſts, as heinous Offenders ; his own Words takt 
in the Margin, Ps + 00S 
_ Allo, in a General Council held at Zyons, un. 
der Pope Gregory the tenth, in the Year 1274, Mie 
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(s) Res dominicæ, dominica ſubſtantia, Dei cenſus, Pa 
trimonia pauperum, tributa egentium animarum, ftipend 
pauperum hoſpitum Peregrinorum. SOS 

(t) Non quaſi ſuis, ſed quaſi commendatis, non ab hom 
nibus, ſed ab ipſo Deo ſunt inſtitua. — 

(u) He preaching on Zacheus's Charity, ſays, Dedit pri 
prium, & reddidit alienum. Graviter ergo peccant q! 
decimas & primitias oon reddunt Sacerdotibus, ſed eas pl 
voluntate diftribuunt indigentibuss 2 
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vas conſtituted, () that it ſhould not thenceforth 
be lawful for Men to give their Tithes of their own 
plaſure, where they would, as it had been before, 
but pay all their Tithes to the Mother-Charch. By 
theſe it may be ſeen, that though the People, who 
then generally were Papiſts, did believe they onghe 
to pay them, yet were they free to diſpoſe them 
chere they pleaſed, till theſe Popiſb Councils re- 
trained their Liberty. 0 


ind till which nothing was given forth which did 


them as due by ſome former Right, was made at 
the (y) Council of Trent, under Pope Pius the 
fourth, about the Year 1560. And yet that great 
Council followed the Doctrine of their Father, and 
lad, they were due t0 God, and had no new Au- 


mand to be obeyed under the Penalty of Excom- 
nice ef, 4 e 
Having thus briefly run over the Eccleſiaſtical 
date abroad, from the Infant-purity of the Church, 
o the Height of the Papal Domination, and given 
mal! Glimpſe through every Age to the Point in 
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(x) Ut nulli hominum deinceps liceat decimas ſuas ad li- 
vtum ut antea ubi vellet aſhguare, ſed Matrici Eccleſiæ om- 
ts decimas perſolverent. 

(y) Non ſunt ferendi qui variis artibns decimas Eccleſiis 
0renientes ſubſtrahere moliuntur, aut qui ab aliis ſolvendas 
kmere occupant, & in rem ſuam vertunt, cum decimarum 
dutio debita fit Deo, & qui eas dare noluerint, aut dantes 
,pediunt, res alienas invadunt: Præcipit igitur ſancta Sy- 
lodus, omnibus cujuſcunque gradus & conditionis fint, ad 
uos decimarum ſolutio ſpectat, ut eas (ad quas de jure te- 


lis vel perſonis, quibus legitime debentur, integre perlol- 
int: Qui vero eas aut ſubſtrahunt, aut impediunt, Excom- 
unicentur: Nec ab hoc crimine, nifi 'plena- reftitutione 
ta abſolyantur, 1 moi , | 


But the great Decree which ſpeaks moſt plain, 


directly conſtitute them, but rather ſtill ſuppoſed 


thority for their great Decree, which they com- 


Fand; 


entur) in poſterum Cathedral aut quibuſcunque aliis Eccle- 
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Hand; I ſhall now more particularly return to 
what may concern this Nation. 1 

I ſhall not trouble the Reader with a Relation 
of Joſeph of Arimithea, and his eleven Diſciple 
coming into Britain, ſent by Philip the Apoſtle, in 
the Reign of Arviragus, as Hiſtories report; nor 
of the Converſion of King Lucius afterwards, who anc 


zs faid to give great Endowments to the Church, WM th: 


nor of the Briti/h Chriſtians : Nothing at all ap- Pa 
pearing of the Payment of Tithes in their Days: poc 
But paſſing by them, and thoſe many Years, where- \/ 
in the barbarous Saxons over-ran this Nation, exer- Na 
ciſing moſt cruel Perſecutions, till the very Name | 
of Chriſtian was blotted out, and thoſe HeathensM :n 
feated in the quiet Poſſeſſion of a ſevenfold King 18 
dom in this Land. e 
About the Year 600, or ſoon after, Greg Ki 
the firſt, then Pope of Rome, ſent over Auguſtu the 
the Monk into England, by whom Eibelbert King 
of Kent was converted; and by him and his Fo the 
lowers, in proceſs of Time, other Parts of tha his 
Nation, and others of the Kings, were alſo brough S:: 
to their Faith. This Auguſtin was a Canon Regular T: 
and both he and his Clergy, for long Time after bo 
followed the Example of former Ages, living nM Su 
common upon the Offerings of their Converts o 
and thoſe that received them were joined in 80% th: 
cieties, in Imitation of the primitive Practice, hav of 
ing ſuch Direction ſent him by Pope Gregory, tha be. 
in the Tenderneſs of the Saxon Church, he and hi Ir. 
Clergy ſhould ſtill imitate the Community of a {r 
Things uſed in the primitive Times under tl B: 
Apoſtles, that they might not make their Religi of 
burthenſome. by " 
But afterwards, having brought a great Pa i: 
of the Nation to their Faith, they to preac 
up the old Roman Doctrine, that Tithes ought Wl - 
be paid; and having taught the Perle . 


. 
— 2 $ ry 


pardon of Sin might be merited by good Works, 
and the Torments of Hell be avoided by their 
charitable Deeds, it was no hard Matter, when that 
was believed, to perſwade them not only to give 
their Tithes, but alſo their Lands; as the outward 
Riches of thoſe called religious Houſes then, here 
and elſewhere, may teſtify; for in this Nation, 
they and the Clergy had almoſt gotten the third 
Part of the whole Land; and ſo beſotted were the + 
poor ignorant People, that, had not a Law againſt 
Mortmain prevented it, a far greater Part of the 
Nation had been in their Hands. ir; phe 
As concerning Laws and Canons for Tithes 
zmong the Saxons, it is „ e that in the Lear 
136 two Legates were ſent from Pope Hadrian 
the firſt, to Offa King of Mercland, and Alfewolſe 
king of Northumberland, who made a Decree, that 
the People of thoſe two Kingdoms ſhould pay Tithes. 
Alſo that Ztbeluph, King of the Weft-Saxons, in 
the Year 855 made a Law, that the Tithe of all 
his own Lands, ſhould-be given to God and his 
dervants, and ſhould be enjoyed free from all 
Taxes. Great Difference- is among Hiſtorians - a- 
bout this Grant, few agreeing in the Words or 
Subſtance of it, as Selden ſhews, ſome reſtraining it 
to the Tithe of his own Demeſne Lands; others to 
the tenth Part of his Lands; others to the Tithe 
of the whole Nation. At that Time, the Nation 
being under great and heavy Preſſures by Daniſh | N 
Irruptions, inteſtine Wars, great Spoils and Mi- 
ſeries, he called a Council, where were preſent 
Bernredus King of (2) Mercia, and Eamond King 
of Eaſt-Angles, and they, to remove the hen A 
Judgments then over them, grant the Tithe of al! 
their Land to God and his Servants. Þ _* 
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(z) Pro mer remedio agime & Regni & populi. For 100 
Cure of my own Soul, aud of my Kingdom and People. 
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A 


mond, about the Year 940, King Edgar, about the 


amble of a Grant of King Stephen. 


mia gaudiorum ; Ego Stephinus Dei gratia Anglorum Rex, 


ute anime mea & Patris mei Matriſq; meæ, & omnium 


may be abſolv'd from the Bonds of Sin, and acquire the Kewsi3 
' of Heavenly Foys. I Stephen, by ibe Grace of God, Nine 0 


and Jmitten with the Love of Cod, and for the Salvation of 
Marker, 4d. Al 


rms divers Things that divers had granted to che Charch 


Ne Great Coe ef Tithes, Gr. 
King Atbeiſtone, about the Year 930, King EIA 


Lear 970, King Etbelred, about the Year 1010, 
King Knyute, about the Year 1020, Edward th 
Confeſſor, and others of the Saxon Kings, made 
ſeveral Laws for Tithes, as Hiſtories report, 
The Nermans afterwards entring this Kingdom, 
and ſubduing it to themſelves, William the Con. 
gueror confirmed the Liberties of the Church; ſo 
did Hen. the firſt, Hen. 2. King Stephen, and it may 
be, others of the ſucceeding Kings did the like. 
Some Epiſcopal Conſtitutions alſo have been 


made to the fame Effect by Robert Winchely 


Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and others. _ . 

That the Reader may underſtand the Principles 
upon which theſe Men acted, and the Dectrine 
then preached amongſt them, and received and be- 
heved, I have inſerted in the Margin the (a) Pre- 


But 
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' (a) Quoniam Divina Miſericordia providente cognovimus 
eſſe diſpoſitum, & longe lateq; predicante Eccleſia, ſonat om- 
nium auribus divulgatum: Quod, Eleemoſynarum largitione 
poſſunt abſolvi vincula peccatorum, & acquiri cœleſtium pre: 


— — (© ry fy +. 


partem habere volens cum illis qui fœlici commercio Cœleſtia 
pro terrenis commutant, Dei amore compunttus, & pro i 


MI — 808 2 


Parentum meorum, & anteceſſorum, Cc. RE 
IT The Preamble of King Stephen's Grant. 
Becauſe through the Providence of divine Mercy, we Its 

to be ſo ordered, and by the Churches publiſking it far and neus 

every Body bas beard, that by the Diftribution of Alms, Perjons 


England, being wilting to bave 4 Part with them, who by 4 
bappy kind of Trading, exchange Heavenly Things #0r-Banibly 


mn Soul, aud. the Souis of my. Father and 


- 


Forefathers and Anceſtors, &c. And ſo he goes on and col 


as Tithes aud other Things. 


» »- 4D 1 wt 
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The Great. Coe of Tiches, Fe. 
1 * 


But notwithſtanding the many Laws, Canons 
and Decrees, of Kings, Popes, Councils and Bi- 
ſhops, that every Man ought to pay the tenth 
part of his Increaſe, yet was it left to the Owner, 


rich Abbeys and Monaſteries ; and till the Year 
1200 or thereabouts, every one gave their Tithes at 
their own Pleaſure, which made Pope Junacent (b) 
the third, fend his Decretal Epiſtle to the Biſhop 
of Canterbury, commanding him to enjoin every 
Man, to pay his temporal Goods to thoſe that mi- 
niſtred ſpiritual Things to them, which was _— 

| 3133 by 


tt — 
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( b) Pervenit ad audientiam noftram, quod multi in Dioceſi 
tua, decimas ſuas integras vel duas partes ipfarum non illis 
Eccleſiis in quarum parochiis habitant, vel ubi præd ia ha- 
bent, & a quibus Eccleſiaſtica præcipiunt Sacramenta, per- 
lolvunt, led eas aliis pro ſuà diſtribuunt voluntate: Cum 
igitur inconveniens eſſe videatur & a ratione diſimile, pt 
Eccleſiz quz ſpiritualia ſeminant, metere non debeant a ſuis 
parochianis temporalia & habere, fraternitati tux Authori- 
tate præſentium indulgemus, ut liceat tibi ſuper hoc, non 


ſuetud ine hactenus obſervata, quod Canonicum fuerit ordli- 
nare & facere, & quod Statueris per cenfuram Eccleſiaſti- 
cam firmiter obligare. Nulli ergo, (5c. Confirma tionis, Sr, 
Datum Lateran, 2. Nonas Julii. | TIES : 


The Pope's Decretal Epiſtle to theArchbiſhop of Canterbuꝶ. 


We bauing beard, ibat many in thy Dioceſs p1y the mbule 
Titbes, or two Parts of them, not to the Churches in tbe Pariſbes 
they belong to, or where they have Farms, and from which tbey 
receive the Church Sacraments, but they diſt/ ib ute them to others 
according to #heir om Mill. As therefore i ſeems inconveni- 
ent and contrary 10 Reaſon, that tbe Churches which ſow ſpiritual 
Ibings, ſhould not reap and receive temporal Things from ibeir 
own Pariſhioners ; We by tbe Autbority of theſe Preſents, grant 


hitherto obſeru'd, 0 ordain and do whatſoever is Canonical ; 
and what 1bou ſbals ordain, to bind by Eccleſigft ical . 
Let none therefore, &c. In Confirmation whereof, &c. Given 
at Lateran the 24 Day of July. a u 


to confer it where he pleaſed, which made ſo many 


obſtante contradictione vel appellatione cujuſlibet, ſeu con- 


10 thy Brotherbood, 1hat it may le lawful for thee, upon ibis, 
mrwitht ending any Oppoſition or Appeal whatever, or Cuſtom 


37 


in the Margin, as they are recorded by Cook, in 


| becauſe the Pope's Decree ſeemed reaſonable, it was 


Aſſiſtance from the Biſhops and the Prieſts, in 


Time take away the Peoples then claimed Right 0 
to give their Tithes to thoſe that beſt deſerved them, WI © 


ſhould deſtroy this holy and approved Cuſtom,” con- Wl © 


derſtood, it is necdſul to inform the Reader," that 


The Great Caſe of 'Tithed, Cr. 


by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures ; and this was the firſt 
Beginning of general Parochial Payment of Tithes 
in England : 1 have inſerted the Pope's own Words 


the ſecond” Part of his Inſtitutes, who faith, That * 


admitted and enjoined by the Law of the Nation, 
King and People being then Papiſts. f 
This Decree of the Pope, receiving all poſſible . 


whoſe Behalf it was made, did not only in a ſhort 


but did alfo ſo much corrupt the Clergy, that in © 
the Time of Richard the ſecond, Wickliſfe, our fa- | 
mous Reformer, did make an heavy Complaint to ©! 
the Parliament, which in his own Words I have in- ſn 
ſerted'for the Reader's better Satisfaction. Ab Lord Ml W 


God] wwhere this be Reaſon to conſtrain the poor Peo- be 
Ple to find a worldly Prieſt, ſometimes unable both of A 
Life and Cunning, in Pomp and Pride, coveliſſe and 8 


envy, Gluttoneſs, Drunkenneſs, and Lechery, in Simo- 1 
ny and Hereſie, with fat Horſe and jolly, and gay Ml . 
Saddles and Bridles ringing by the Way, and bimſelf by 
in coſtly Clothes and pelure, and to ſuffer their Wive: Wl © 


and Children, and their poor Neighbours periſb for 


Hunger, Thirſt, and Cold, and other Miſchiefs of 1b? 1 


 Hiorld : Ab Lord Jeſu Chriſt, fith within few Years Wi 
Men paid their Tubes and Offerings at their own Wall, 5 
free to goed Men, and able to great Worſhip of Gua, | 


to profit and Fairneſs of holy Church fighting in Earth, U 
why it wwere lawful and needful that a worldly Prieft Wl © 


ſtraining Men to leave this Freedom, turning Nilbes 
and Offerings unto wicked Uſes. | 8 


That che Meaning 6t theſe, and the Practice af fi 
this Nation in this Matter may the better be un. f 


ben 


We Great Caſe of Tithes, Ge. 


when the Pope's Doctrine was receiv'd in a Nation, 


that Nation was divided into ſo many Biſhopricks 


z3 were needful, and every Biſhoprick into ſo many 
Pariſhes as were thought convenient, and Pariſhes 
are but of late Erection, and till then, moſt 
Preachers were {ent out of the Monaſteries, and re- 
igious (ſo called) Houſes, and the People did at 
their own free Will give their Tithes and Offerings 
where they pleaſed, which Liberty they enjoyed 
till about the Year. 1200. And though it was gene- 
ally believed that Tithes ought to be paid, yet did 
no Man claim any Property therein, but every 
Owner of the nine Parts, was required to give the 
tenth Part to the Prieſt or Poor, as due unto God. 
But now the Pope having ſet up Pariſhes, did 
enjoin, that a ſecular Prieſt canonically inſtituted, 
ſhould attend the Service of each Pariſh ; and that 
where Tithes were-not already ſettled, they ſhould 
be paid to the Pariſh Prieſt, notwithſtanding any 
Cuitom to the contrary ; the People, then generally 
being Papiſts, did yield Obedience, as they durſt 
not do otherwiſe; and it may eaſily be ſuppoſed, 
that having per ſwaded the People to pay Tithes, it 
was no hard Matter to appoint the Perſons to whom 
they ſhould be given. 5 e ee ee 
Pariſnes being ſet up, Prieſts appointed, and 
Tiches paid to them, after forty Years Poſſeſſion, 
what before was owned as a Gift, was now claimed 
a Debt; and Preſcription was pleaded, by the 
Prieſts as their juſt Title; the People then ſeeing; 
themſelves in a Snare, began to contend, but the 
imperious Pope (now in 2 great Height of Pride 


and Inſolence, to uphold his Creature Clergy) | 


thundered out his Interdict againſt this Nation, ex- 
communicated, the King, | trighted the Subjectz 
with his Bulls ſtuft with Commination, and that 
aainſt the very Point of arbitrary Diſpoſal of 
Ti hes: And Rome now grown formidable, did 
RNs AT "highly 
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highly infult over Kings and Princes; ' witnefs Fre. 
derick Barbarofſa, Hen. the '6th,” and 6ther Princes 
of the Empire; and the Stories of our Hen 2. and 
King Jobn, are obvious: And our Richard the ffrft, 
ro gratify the Clergy for their exceeding Liberality, 
in contributing to his Ranſom from Captivity, with 
great Favour, gave them an indulgent Charter of 
their Liberties, and in this Advantage of Time, 
the Canon Laws gained ſuch Force, that parochial 
Payments came generally to be ſettled. 
Yet notwithſtanding, our Exgiiſb Parliaments not 
willing wholly to forget the Poor, for whoſe Sake 
Tithes were chiefly given, did make divers Laws, 
that a convenient Portion of the Tithes ſhould be 
ſet apart for the Maintenance of the Poor of the 
Parifh for ever, R. 2. 15. 6. 4. Hen. 4. as the 
Statutes at large do witneſs © 
The Pope having by theſe Means brought in 
Tithes, and made a pretended Title by Preferip- | 
tion, ſet up Courts to recover them, which were 


called Eccleſiaſtical Courts, where his own Creatures 5 


were Judges, and here the poor People might eafily 
underſtand what they might expect from them; yet 6 
he that did not pay, no great Puniſhment could 


they inflict on him, but Excommunication out of 
their Church. „„ Geir 


The Pope by all Means willing to favour his WM / 
chiefeſt Props, notwithſtanding his general Decree, 
could tell how to diſpenſe with his own Lands at : 
his Pleaſure, and therefore frequently did grant 7 
Exemptions to divers Orders, to free them from q 
Payment of Tithes ; witneſs the Hoſpitallers, Ci- WM ( 
tercians, Templers, and generally to all Lands WI 
held in the Dev ation of the called religious t 
Perſons and Houſes, which is the Ground of all a 
thoſe Mens Claims, who have bought the Lands tl 


* * 


of diflolved Monafteries, Er. an ſay they art * 
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When the Pope, * ations of the Jewiſh "uy | 
(by which Titles were given to the Leuyical: 
Prieſthood) had gained an univerſal Payment of 
Tithes to all his Clergy, in farther Imitation of, 
that Earthly Tabernacle, he ſets up à new Build- 
ing after the former Pattern, and therefare to him- 
felt he claims Firſt-fruits and Tenths, as a Suc- 
ceſſor of the Fewiſh High- Prieſt; Sins alfo he un- 
dertook to pardon; Cardinals ala he appoints 
as Leaders of their Families; Miters they wear 
on their Heads, as Aaron did; Synagogus they 
build, with Singers, Porters, Sc. and into the 
Form of the Levitical Prieſthood they transform 
themſelves, thereby wholly denying Cbriſt Feſus, 
the = of Types and Figures, to be come in the | 
| Fle . 
Aſterwards, Hen. 8. King of A being 
a Pa piſt, and believing the "Pope's Doctrine, as 
alſo did his Parliament, that Tithes were due to 
God and holy Church, made a Law that every 
one ſhould ſet out and pay his Tithes. 
And ſeeing this is the great Law, and the firſt 
of our Parliament Laws for Tithes, and that upon 
which the reft are grounded, 1 mall here inſert the 
Preamble of it. 
Forafmuch as divers Numbers of vil-difpoſed Per- 
fons, baving no Reſpect to their Duties io Almighty 
Cod, but againſt Right and good Confeience, have al- 
at en pled to ſubſtrad and wwith-bold in ſome Places the 
nt i whole, and in ſome. Places great Part of their Tithss 
and Oblations, as well perſonal as predtdl, aue a 
God and boly Church, &c. 
A ſecond Law in his Time was alfa made to 
the like Purpoſe, and in Purſuance of the totmer 
and great Reaſon he had, and Need there was for 
them ; for having diſſolved many Monaſteries 
which had many Tithes and Rectories appropriated 
to them, and erben had them in his © own Hande. 
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22 The Great Caſe of Tithes, Gr. 


or ſold them to others, to be held as Lay-poſſeſſions, 
and they having no Law whereby to recover them, 
the Pope's Laws not reaching the Lay-perſons (fo 
called) he was neceſſitated to make new Laws to 
enforce the Payment of them, which the better to 
ex colour over the Matter, he makes in general Terms, 
but ſtill reſtrains the Trial of Tithes to the Eccle. 
ſiaſtical Courts, 4 | 
After him, Edw. the 6th,: in purſuance of his 
Father's Laws, and upon the ſame Ground, makes 
another Law for the Payment of (c) predial and 
perſonal Tithes, under Penalty of treble Damages, 
who alſo reſtrains the Trial to the Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts. Theſe Laws ſuppoſe that Tithes were due 
to God and Holy Church, and therefore they re- 
quire, that every Man do yield and ſet out his 
Tithes as had been accuſtomed, | 
In purſuance of theſe Laws, ſome Ordinances 
were made in the Time of the long Parliament, in 
the Exigences of the War, becauſe the Courts of 
Juſtice were obſtructed. —— And theſe are the Sub- 
ſtance of all our Engliſh-Laws concerning TITHES. 


_ Having thus generally and briefly run over the 
Laws and Practices of Tithing, both Abroad and 
in this Nation, I ſhall give ſome Hints of the 
Opinions of former Times concerning Tithes. 
About the Year 1000 and 1200 after Chriſt, when 
Tithes were generally preached up and claimed, 
great Controverſy did ariſe between the Canoniſts ta 
and the Clergy, by what immediate Law Tithe: W » 
were payable ? 5 ee We 
The Canoniſts generally ground themſelves upon V. 
the Decrees and Canons of the Church (ſo _ C0 


— 


(tc) Predial Tithes are thoſe which are paid ef Thing Wl ©) 
lig end growing from the Ground on. | 


= The Great Caſe of Tithes, &c; 


and on the Writings of Auguſtin, Ambroſe, and the 
reſt of the ancient Fathers, who ſay they are due by 
Divine Right, © 
The Clergy of thoſe Times were at a Difference 
among themſelves, ſome of them ſaying, that 
Tithes, quoad quotam partem, or as a determined 
Part, are due only by . poſitive and Eccleſiaſtick 
Law; but quoad ſubſtantiam ſuam, or as a com- 
petent Part to be allowed for the Maintenance of 
the Miniſtry, are due by Divine Law; and that 
the tenth Part was decreed by the Church, per vim 
jus exemplarem, or by Imitation of the Jewiſh 
State, and not per vim obligativam, or any con- 
tinuing Force of it under the Goſpel ; and that the 
Church was not bound to this Part, but freely 
might as well have ordained the Payment of a 
ninth or eighth, according to the various Opportu- 
nity, This was taught by Hales, Aquinas, Henricus 
de Grandavo, R. de Midid villa, Cardinal Cajetan, 
lo. Mayer, Suarez, Malder, and others, who ſay 
it is the common Opinion of the greateſt Part of 
the Clergy of that Time, and that the tenth Part 
was rather ceremonial than moral. 
Here alſo was made a Diſtinction, and many 
ſaid, that predial and mixt Tithes were due by the 
Divine Eccleſiaſtick Law; but perſonal Tithes 
only by the Decrees of the Church; but Hales ſaid, 
that Tithes, as well perſonal as predial, are in the 
Precept Quoad Subſtantiam, but neither Quoad quo- 
5 lam; and therefore in Venice and other Cities, 
where no predial Tithes are, a perſonal Tithe is 
required by the poſitive Law of the Church, by 
Virtue of the Subſtance (not Ceremony) of the 
Command. . . 


Another Opinion (and that owned by many) was 
drawn from the former Doctrine, which concluded, 
that ſeeing Tithes, as the quota pars, were not 
enjoined by the Command of Go), therefore they 
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were meer in or as hae; debits Cbarilatis, 
- not debito juftitiz, was to be diſpenſed; Of this 
Opinion were the Dominicans and Franciſns, who 
both began about the Year 1210, and by their 
Doctrine got many Tithes to be given to their 
Monafteries, and that whatfoever was given to the 
four Orders of Mendicant Friars, was a fuffieient 
Diſcharge from the Prieſts. 

And our famous Reformers, Jobn Wicklfe, 


1 aller Brute, William Thorpe, and others, whoſe W 
Arguments are at large in Fox his As and Monu- 

ments, did in their Days bear their Teftimor che 
againſt Tithes, for which lome of them tuffered 1 in for 
the Flames. H. 


Agreeing herewith are the Articles of the Bobe- of 
Mans, publiſhed near three Hundred Years ſince, Wl 
wherein a Divine Right to Tithes ſince the Goſpel ret 
is denied; ' whereupon alſo long ſince they took 
all their Temporalities from their Miniſters; and We 
before Wickliff's Time, Gerardus Sagarellus was of Wl © 
the ſame Mind. And the great Eraſmus alſo ſaid, . 
that the common exacting of Tithes by the Clergy th; 
of his Time, was no better than Tyranny. 

Having thus briefly run over the Doctrines, De- pri 
crees, Practices and Opinions concerning Tithes; Na 
I ſhall make ſome ſhort Obſervations thereupon, for 
that the Reader may underſtand whereunto they 
tend, and then proceed to the Matter as it concerns of 
us at this Day, wherein he will find the Knowledge Fr 
of theſe Things will be uſeful. 3 as 
: rſs That amongſt the Jews, Tithes were paid A 
to the Levites that did the common Services. of i 
the Tabernacle and Temple, and not to the Sons 
of Aaron, the Prieſts ; for they had only a' tenth ed, 
Part out of the Tithes ; and therefore he that Ml o 
pleads for Tithes from the Moſaical Laws for I de 
Tithing, had need conſider how the Payment of 
Tithes to Miniſters ſucceeds to the e 
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laſt they died: 


8 
Tithes to the Levites, WhO were not Prieſts, nor . | 
were to touch or meddle with that holy Office, 


>. That among the Jews, no outward Law was 


appointed for the Recovery of Tithes, but he that 


did not pay them robbed God, and by him only was 


niſnhed. 
F That the Tithes were not for the Levites only, 


b for che Stranger, the Fatherleſs, and the 


Widow, whe were to eat thereof, and be ſatisfled. 


4. That when the ee, Prieſthood was 


hed by the Coming of Chriſt Zeſus, the Law 


for 1 [ithing was allo changed, as Pau! writ to the 
Hebrews ; for it is evident, that in rhe Beginning 
of the Church, for the firſt three Hundred Years, 
while the Purity and Simplicity of the Goſpel was 


retained, no Tithes were paid among Chriſtians. + 
. That as the Myſtery of Iniquity began to 
work, and Mens Imagitrations were taught inſtead 


of the Doctrine of Chriſt, divers Men fetching their 


Ground from Moſes s Writings, began to Preach 
that Tithes again oughtto be paid. 


6. That thoſe that firſt preached up Tithes, 


preſſed the Payment of them, not for the Mainte- 


nance of a Miniſtry only, but We for Proviſion 


for the Poor and Needy. 
7. That in the firſt Practice of the peyment 


of Tithes; they were not paid as Tithes, but as 
Free- Offerings, at the Bounty of the Giver, and not 


s anſwering any Law that required the tenth Part, 


and ſo more Fern were called Offerings than 
Tithes. 


ed, it was not a received Doctrine, that Tithes 
ought to be paid, till about the Year 100, that 
the Pope had fet up his Authority, and uſurped 
Dominion over the greateſt” Part of Zurope; and 
moſt all Etnpetors, We and Ptinces'" a 


8. That notwichRanditicr ary Doctrines preach- 


= 


in Subjection to him, and his innovated Super 


Right. 


forced, and therefats all Laws made for the. Pay- 


was the common Practice for every one to beſtow 


beys and Monaſteries came to be ſo richly endowed 


and differ nothing but in the Perſon that poſſeſſeth 
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tions. | 

9. That notwithſtanding the ſtrict! Cn 
of the Pope, no outward compulſory Law was 
made by the Pope or his Councils, to enforce any 
to pay Tithes, bur only, their Excommunication, 

10. That Tithes were always accounted: an 
Eccleſiaſtical Duty, and therefore by Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Courts were tried and judged; and till the Dif. 
ſolution of Abbeys, Sc. were never Called a Civil 


11. That Tithes were brought in as a a Duty 
owing unto God, and were fo required and en- 


ment of Tithes, take that for their Ground, — 


not any civil Property or Right in him that claims 
them. | 
12. That till the Year 1200 or thereabouts, i it 


his Tithes where he pleaſed. 
13. That from ſuch arbitrary Diſpoſitions, Ab- 


with Tithes and Rectories. 
14. That all Exemptions from Payment of 
Tithes, came from the Pope, 

15. That Firſt-fruits and Tenths are but a late 
Innovation, and claimed by the Pope as. Succeſſor 
to the Jewiſh High-Prieſt, as Cook in the third Part 
of his Inſtitutes alſo teſtifies. 

16. That Tithes are the ſame Thing, whether 
claimed by an Abbey, or Impropriator, or a Prieſt, 
and ſtand upon the ſame Ground and Foundation, 


them. 

17. Here alſo the declining State of the Church 
to Corruption and Error may be clearly diſcerned 
and traced ; for as the Power of Truth was laſt, 


ſo was the F ruit thereof, which cauſed ſuch. earneſt 
|  prellng 
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preſſing to needful Contributions, and when that 
would not ſerve, Laws and Decrees were made to 
force them : But in the Beginning it was not fo ; 
fr while the Purity and Simplicity of the Goſpel 
was retained, 'they needed no preſſing, for their 
Charity then abounded not only to the tenth Part, 
but far greater Parts, as the Needs of the Church 
required, | TR: 

18. That the Right of Tithes was never cleared, 
but remained in Controverſy, even among the 
greateſt Papiſts, and in all Ages there were thoſe 
that withſtood the Payment of them : And many 
n. of the Martyrs for that, among other Things, 
- uffered in Flames. ISLAS 
id Theſe Things thus premiſed, I ſhall briefly ſtate 
ns the great Caſe and Queſtion, at this Day chiefly 
controverted concerning Tithes, as claimed and 
pad in England, viz. | 


WW | OT i „ 
Whether any Perſon have a true and legal Property he 

b. in the tenth Part of another Man's Increaſe, now C AS E. 

ed commonly called Tithes ? 

rie Terms ave plain, and need no Opening ; 

- yet it is needful to declare why the Caſe is thus 


Wated ; for the great Queſtion rather ſeems to be, 
or Woetber Tithes be not due at this Day? 

That may be due to another, wherein yet he 
may have no legal Property, as Cuſtom, Tribute, 


der I Taxes, which are to be paid becauſe commanded 
ft, by the State; and though Law and Equity obliges 
FA tie Payment, yet is no diſtinct Property in him 


at commands; and ſo Tithes may be ſuppoſed 
to be due, becauſe ſo many Laws have been made 


& br Payment of them, though the Perſon that 
aims them may have no particular Intereſt or 
i Froperty therein, other than is derived from the 


ommand. 


But 
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But now in Eng/and, Tithes are not only claim 


by Virtue of divers Laws, but allo as being a diſtin .- 
Property, ſevered from the Property of the ni 
Parts. 0 Dok 1331-00 Foy 
And if this could clearly be evinced, all Sera & 
of Conſcience were anſwered ; for if a true and leg 
Property be in another Perſon to the tenth Part ( 
my Increaſe, I ought in Conſcience to yield and !. 
t forth, becauſe it is not mine; and then the Na 
of Tithe, as having in any meaſure Relation to i fo 
 Fewiſh Prieſthood, or Popiſb Clergy, were at 
End, but as a Debt it ought to be truly paid to till + 
Proprietor. Eras, G 
Many Things have been ſaid, and much writteſ w 
to prove ſuch a Property, the Subſtance whereot, Ml 5 
far as hath come to my Knowledge, I ſhall brief G 
ſam up under theſe general Heads; as alſo 
Grounds of thoſe who claim them to be due, ani C: 
yet plead no Property, which being the leſſer, mM p. 


be fully included and anſwered in the other, T 
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Several Claims made for TiTass, and a legal 
Property therein, jet down and anfiered. 


h HE firſt claim Tithes to be due jure 
dtvino, and produce the Law of Moſes 


for it. 

2, Others ay, that as to the quota pars (vix. the 
tenth Part) Tithes are not now due by the Law of 
God; only the Equity of the Law is ſtill of Force, 


which obligeth to afford a competent Maintenance 
for the Miniftry, but doth not bind to the certain 


Quantity. 
3. Others there are, who plead the Decrees, 


Canons and Conſtitutions of General Councils, 
Popes, Biſhops, Convocations, and theſe ſay, that 
Tithes are due jure Eccleſiaſtico. 


Under theſe ſeveral Claims, or fone 2 5 RX 


have Tithes been demanded and paid, ſince the 
dark Night of Apoſtacy overſpread the Farth under 
the Papal Power, till the Pope's Supremacy ana 
Religion was caſt off in England, and where the 
Popiſh Religion is profeſſed, they are now by the 
ame demanded and paid. 

But now of late in England, new Claims are 
made, and 'the old Pretences ſeem too -much to 


your of the Popiſb Leaven, and therefore an human 


Right is pleaded, which I ſhall NW Long: -under 
thele few Heads. 


I, Some plead the Gifts of Kink and Princes, 
"no were Rulers of the People, as Ethelwolph, &c. 
2. Others ny the i T2 ue 25 Ke 
arliaments, Sc. 

3. Others 


20 
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by their Poſſeſſion, 
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3. Others plead the particular Gifts, Appropria- 
tion, Conſecration or Donation, ot thoſe who were 
former Owners of the Land. | 

4. Others plead Preſcription, and a legal Right | 


5. Others plead a legal Right by Purchaſe. - 


And beſides theſe, I never heard or read of any 
other Pretence for Tithes, though I have diligently | 
for two Years and more, laboured to inform myſelf 
fully what could be alledged for them. 

To begin with the firſt, thoſe that ſay Tithes are 
due by Divine Right. | | 


Some of them ſay, that the Law given 10 Iſrael 
for Payment of Tenths to the Tribe of Levi, doth alſo 
oblige Chriſtians 1% pay Tenths to their Miniſters, as 
ſucceeding in the Prieſts Office. 
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Anſw. To ſuch it is clearly anſwered, that the 
Priefthood which had a Commandment to take 
Tithes, being changed by 'Chriſt Feſus, there is 
made of Neceſſity alſo a Change of the Law; and 
now the Prieſthood is no more committed to the 
natural Off. ſpring of Levi, or any other Tribe, but 
to Chriſt Jeſus the unchangeable Prieſthood, whoſe 
Kingdom ſtands not in Figures and carnal Ordi- 
nances, but is the Subſtance of what that was but 4 
Figure: And it is clear, the primitive Churches were 
aſſur'd of it, who for ſome Hundreds of Years, and 
till the Myſtery of Iniquity began to work, never 
called for the Payment of Tithes, as is before 
plainly proved. | WWD nods 

And how doth a Goſpel Miniſtry ſucceed to 
the Levites, who received Tithes, but were not 
Prieſts? Much more Colour had the Quoriſters, 
Singing-mien, and the reſt of the Rabble-brought 


into the late Cathedrals, to claim them, and only 


. 


— 


— 
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to pay out a tenth Part to the Prieſts, as the Le- 
vites did. 


Others ſay, That Abraham paid Tithes to Mel- 
chiſedec, wwhich was before the Levitical Prieſthood ; 
and Chriſt Jeſus is made a. Prieſt * the Order of 
Melchiſedec. 


Abraham, returning from the Slaughter of the 
Kings, was met-by Melchiſedec, who brought him 
Bread and Wine, and Abrabam gave him the 
Tenth of the Spoil : But what is this to the Pay- 
ment of Tithes, unleſs it oblige the Soldiers? For 
it doth not appear, that Abraham paid the tenth 


Avrabam gave the tenth Part at any other Time; 
„end how will this prove a yearly Payment of 
Times to Miniſters ? 
And what if Facob gave Tithes ? How are 
e either of theſe Examples more binding than any 
te other of the good Acts that either of theſe holy 
Men did! ? 


* Object. If it be ſaid, that Jeſus Cbriſt aid, Nt 
ut Wl (fe Mint, &c. theſe 7 me 9e ought not 10 leave 
my RITA 


It's anſwered, that Feſus Chriſt then ſpoke to the 
Jews, in the Time when the Levitical Prieſthood 
vas not ended, who were bound by the Law, ſo 
long as it was of Force, till he was offered up, and 
tid, It is finiſhed. | 

But though Divine Right hath been long pre- 
tended, few are now left who will only ſtand to it, 
nd the Generality, both of Lawyers, Pritt and 
People, are of a contrary Mind. 

For if Tithes be abſolutely 455 by the Law of 
* no Calm * Preſcription, W 


Part of his own Increaſe; nor doth it appear, that 


31 
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or p9piſþ Diſpenſation, can acquit from Payment of 
the utmoſt Fenny of the tenth Part; but ſearce the 
tenth Perſon in Eugland payeth Tithe in kind, and 
many plead they are Tithe-free, and pay none at 
all, and others very ſmall Matters; and ſo the 
greateſt Part of the People of * deny Tithes 
to be que by God's Law. 

Again, it Tithes be due by the Law of God, 
then it is to the End for which they were com- 
manded, for the Levites, the Strangers, the Father- 
Is, and the Widews ; all therefore who plead for 


Tithes by Divine Right, mult not pay them to an 


Impropriator; for by God's Law he cannot claim, 
neither ought any Inprobriator, of that Mind, to 
receive them. 

And of late Vears, it was by Roll, Chief 
Juſtice, adjudged in the Upper Bench, bat Tilbes 
are not now due by the Law , God, 


. the r next, thoſe that plead the Equity h lhe 


Law ts ftitl of Force, 
Theſe plead not for Tithes properly, but fo 


a comfortable Maintenance, and by Way of Tubes, 


as they ſuppoſe moſt convenient, Sc. And these 
bring many Scriptures in the New Teſtament, 
That be that labeurs is «worthy of his Hire; he that 
preacheth the Goſpel, ought 15 live of the Goſpel ; 14 
him that is taught, communicate to bim that eachelb; 
and the like. | 

And to ſuch I ſay, that not only the Equity 0 
the Levitical Law for Tithing, the Doctrine ef 
Chriſt Jeſus and his Apoſtles J. bind, but eve 
from natural Things we are largely taught ol 


Duty therein; No Man muzzleth the Mouth of 164 


Ox; aud no Man goeth a Warfare at his own Charge: 
and be that plants a Vineyard, eats the Fruit thereq 


And herein it is ag reed, that. the A 0 
* 
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Chriſt Jeſus, who are called to his Service, and la- 
hour in the Word, ought to be comfortably pro- 
vided for, that they go not a Warfare at their own 
Charge. 3 

Bur this doth not require, that the World, 
(which hes waſte as a Wilderneſs, and is not of the 
Vineyard) ſhould contribute, much leſs be com- 
pelled, to give a certain Portion of the Fruits of 
weir Labours towards the Maintenance of Chriſt's 
Miniſters. | | 

And theſe grant, that every Man is the ſole Owner 
i bis own Labour and Poſſeſjton ; and though by 
mother he may not be compelled, for ſuch Sacri- 
ice God abhors, yet ought every one freely to 
goriſy God with his Subſtance, to ſtrengthen the 
veak Hands and feeble Knees, and to give to him 
that teacheth thoſe Things that are needful, and 
ſuch cheerful Givers God accepts. 
And this leaves every one free to give to him 
ve WE thit teacheth, not binding to the Maintenance of 
thole who have leſs Need than the. Giver, or of 
toſe who are transformed as Apoſtles and Mini- 
ters of Chriſt, who have the Form, but want the 
„Power, who teach for filthy Lucre, keeping ever 
tele karning, but cannot bring to the Knowledge of the 


nt, Truth. | 
ei And of ſuch as Chriſt Fejus ſent forth, he always 
4 took care, and they never wanted, but they reaped 


the Fruits of their Labour, and eat the Fruits of 
tier own Vineyards which they had planted, and 
by the Churches wlio were gathered out of the 
World, were they maintained to preach the Goſpel 
o.the World, unto whom they would not make 
the Goſpel chargeable or burthenſome, which was 


tier Glory and their Crown. | 
ge And herewith let all' our now called Churches be 
Wy proved and' tried, who ſeparate- from the World, 


ud yet many of them receive Pay and Wages. for 
D 2 | , their 
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their Teachers from the World, who ſend none at 
their own Coſt to preach to the World. © 
And 'here our Rulers ſhould learn Wiſdom, to 
with-hold their Hands from upholding any with | 
their worldly Sword, and compelling others to 
maintain them; and to leave Chris Kingdom to 
his own Rule, who is Lord of the Harveſt, and 
lends forth Labourers, and hath Spirit to put 
upon them; who ſends forth the Fiſhermen, the 
Shepherds, the Herdſmen, the Tillers of the 
Ground, and the Keepers of Flocks, who ſpeak 
plain Words that wiſe Men cannot underſtand, who 
are wife in the World's Wiſdom, gathered in 
Schools, whither they are ſent to learn a Trade, 
thereby to get their Livings ; and in the Time of 
Popery, they ſtudied the popiſh Doctrines, and 
then preached them to others; and in the Time 
of Prelacy, they changed to a new Form: And 
when that was laid afide, Pre/bytery was ſet up, Ml : 
and then ſuch the Univerſities ſeat forth; and ſince WM | 
 Independency was preferred, great Store of them 
are ſpread abroad; and look what pleaſeth them 
beſt that have the greateſt Livings in Diſpoſe, that WI | 
is the moſt cried up, and moſt ſtudied and preach- 
ed; and here is the Spring of our Teachers, the 
Univerſities ; and theſe ſay, that Greek and He- 
brew are the Original, which they go thither to 
learn, that they may underſtand what Chriſt ſpoke, 
and the Apoſtles preached : But the Hebrews and 
Greeks who heard them ſpeak in their own Lan- 
guage, could not underſtand their Doctrine, for 
it ſeemed Fooliſhneſs to them; and theſe by theit 
Original are in no better State, nor nearer to the 
Knowledge of the Goſpel : And let our Rulers 
conſider, that Chris Love to the World, for 
whom he died, is not abated ; neither is his Spiri 
diminiſhed, nor his Power ſhortned, that he wil 
not, or cannot, jend forth, and fit Miniſters * 
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his Service; or that he needs Univerſities to in- 
ſtruct, or Magiſtrates to provide Maintenance for 
thoſe he ſends forth. And let them look to their 
own Kingdom, the World, therein to puniſh and 
reſtrain the Evil, and to encourage and protect the 
Good 3 and then all would be agreed, and the Na- 
tion Kept in Peace, every one enjoying his true 
Liberty and Freedom: For in this it is aſſented, 
that the Miniſters of Chriſt Jeſus, who ſow unto us 
Spiritual Things, ſhould reap of our Temporals : 
Put here is the Difference, fr/t, That our Con- 
ſciences mult be our Judge, who thoſe Miniſters are, 
and no other Man's Direction; for to the Con- 
ſcience were Chriſt's Miniſters always made mant- 
feſt, and not approved with the Reaſon and W1l- 
dom of Man. Secondly, That our Gift muſt be 
free, and by no Man's Compulſion. 

Would not this caſe the Magiſtrate of much 
Trouble that he makes to himſclt, and be more 
acceptable to God and Man ? For who hath made 
him a Judge in theſe Things ? 


A third Sort plead the Decrees, Canons, Conſti- 


tuttons of General Councils, Popes, Biſhops, Convo- 
calions. 


To ſuch I ſhall only ſay, that for the firſt Eight 
Hundred Years after Chriſt, no Canon or Decree 
was made by General Council, nor was it then de- 
termined by the Church (as 'twas called) what 
Part every Man ſhould pay. And the firſt Eight 
General Councils do not ſo much as ſpeak of the 
Name of Tithes, and that was till about a Thou- 
land Years ; and then about that Time, it came to 
be received and believed, that Titbes ought 10 be 
paid; yet in England, as well as other Nations, 
every Man might have given his Tithe where he 
pleaſed, till about the Year 1200, as is already 

D 3 b proved: 
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Monaſteries, and ſuch like Houfes? And how 
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proved: But I need not ſay much to theſe, few 
being of this Mind, but thoſe that own the Pope for 
their Head, we having i in England denied and caſt 
Off his Supremacy, though in this Matter of Tithes, 
and many other T hinge, ve ſtill feel his Power 
among us. 

And now having briefly gone over the Subſtance 
of what is pleaded tor a Divine or Feclefiaſtick 


Right, I come next to what 1s pretended {or au 


Human Right. 


And the firſt Sort pleads the Gifis of Kings, as 


Ethelwolph, &c. 


To theſe 1 anſwer, if they could prove the whole! 


Land had been the particular Poſſeſſion of ar 
ſuch King, they ſaid NT} though that 
would not juſtify the taking Tithes from all the 


People, as ſhall be more tully proved hereafter, 
But by what Right could he give the tenth Part of 
the Increaſe and Prufte of the Labours of all the 


People of his Dominions, who had no legal Pro- 
perty therein ? It was an eaſy Matter, when the 


Pe ope's Emiſſaries had taught the People, hat} 


Tithes <vere due to Ced and them : mand had per- 


Ivaded Kings and Nobles, that Heaven might be 


purchaſed by their Works, to procure from them 
the Giit of that which was not theirs, the poor 


Peoples Tithes ; eſpecially conſidering the People 


were of the fame Mind, and as zealous of all the 
Popiſh Superſtitions as themſelves, and every one 
ſtriving who ſhould therein molt excel; witrels 
thoſe many rich Abbeys and Monafteries, lately! in 
this Land. But if that King Etbelwolph's Grant 
be the Foundation of Tithes, then how many ſuc- 
ceeding Kings and Biſhops, and others, have vio- 
lated his Deed, by appropriating them to Abbeys, 


have 


as} 


is made; and here is the Ground of the Law, not 
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have all Ages ſince EthelwalpÞs, taken upon them- 
ſelves the Diſpoſition of Tithes, without any Re- 
lation to what he did? Which ſhews clearly, that 
neither Kings, Parliaments, nor People, did ever 
take themſelves bound by his Grant: But the Folly 
and Vanity of this Argument will more plainly ap- 
pear hereafter. 2 


The next, and thoſe which ſeem to have the 
ſtrongeſt Plea, do urge, The Temporal Laws of 
Kings and Parliaments, and fay, by the Law they 


have as good Property in Tubes, as any Man bath in 


his Lands, | 


Arſe. To fuch I fiy, the Law doth not give 
any Man a Property, either in Land or Tithes, 
or any other Thing, but only doth! conſerve to 


every Man his Property, which he hath in his 


Land and Poſſeſſions, either by Gift, Purchaſe or 
Deſcent, and ſecure him from the Injury or Vio- 
lence of another. | 

But let us not be deceived with a new Pretence, 
lately taken up to delude fimple Minds, of, a legal 
Property, and a civil Ripbt ; for that is but a Shift, 


and it matters not what any ſay, or now pre- 


tend, concerning the Right of Tithes, when they 
lee their other Claims will not ſerve the Turn; 
but let us hear what the Mu ters of the Laws ſay of 
them, thoſe from whom they claim; and paſſing 


by the Saxon's Times, and King Stephen, and the 
reit of thoſe who were in the Midnight of Popery, 


let us come to Henry the 8th, who caſt off the 


Pope, and upon whole Law, all others that were 
ſince made are builded; and in the Preamble of the 


Act, it is declared, That Tithes are due to God: and 
Holy Chureb, and they blame Men for being ſo 
wicked as not to pay them, and therefore that Law 


D 4 any 


— — 


, 
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any Property or civil Right in Prieſts or others, 
and therefore, if the Law require them as due by 
Divine Right, he that faith they are only due by 
human Right, cannot claim them, nor ought to 
recover them by that Law, for he claims them by 
another Right ; and for any Man to claim that by 
human Right, from human Law, which com- 
mands them as due by Divine Right, 1s but a meer 


Deceit. And that Law of Hen. the 8th, and the reſt, 


did not upon any civil Ground ſet up, or conſtitute 
the Payment of Tithes, but takes it for granted, 
that Tithes are due to God and Holy Church ; and 
therefore the Foundation of. the Law being taken 
away, that they are not due to God and Holy Church, 


the Law falls to the Ground; for the Law not 


making them due, but ſuppoling them due by a 
former Right, if they were not ſo due, the Law 
cannot be binding. | 

That Tithes were never, till now of late, pre- 
tended a civil Right, is plain; for as they were im- 
poſed by the Pope, ſo were they triable in his 
Courts ; and thoſe very Laws made by late Parlia- 
ments, did appoint them to be tried in the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Courts, and reſtrained the temporal Juriſ- 
diction, as the Acts themſelves teſtity. 

But what is the Property that is now claimed ? 
Ts it in a Perſon ? That cannot be, for the Prieſt 
hath them not till he enters his Office, and when he 
po with that, he loſeth his Tithes : So the Prieſt 

ath no Property, but his Office; and what is that? 


It was a Popi/ſb Office when Tithes were firſt” paid 


to it; and how comes the Property to continue 
now the Office is laid aſide, and the Pope that ſet 
them up ? But how can a civil Right or Property 


be pretended, when the Author was the Pope ? The 
End for a called Spiritual Office, and recovered in 
an Eccleſiaſtical called Court; are not theſe Covers 
grown too ſhort ? l | 


o 


And 


And in the Act of 32. Hen. 8th, Tithes are 
called Spiritual Gifts : And there, of impropriate 
Tithes fold after the Diſſolution, it's ſaid, they are 
now made temporal: And before that Time, it 
was never heard that Tithes were called a Temporal 
Right. IL 


But it's farther ſaid, Theſe Laws were made by 
Parliaments, the Repreſentatives of the People : And 
though Tathes were not due before, yet they might give 
Tilbes, becauſe their own, they being the Body of the 
People. 


— — r %% % V 


This would ſuppoſe a particular Conſecration, or 
Donation of the People, not only as in their Legi- 
ſalive Capacity to bind themſelves by a Law, but 
by a particular Act of Free-Gift: But it's plain, the 
Act never intended any ſuch Thing, for it gives 
nothing, but commands what was before, 5 
— And as to the Law itſelf, and all other Laws 
$ of Kings, Parliaments, Popes, Councils, Biſhops, 
- and whatever elſe was by any Man made for the 
. Payment of Tithes ſince Chriſt Fefus came in the 
- Fleſh, joined altogether, how. do they all, or any 

of them bind the Conſcience ? For if Tithes be 
? wot due by the Law of God, as is herein proved, 
t and almoſt generally granted: Who hath ſet them 
e up? The Law of Man at beſt: And who is Man, 
[ that makes a Law in the Place where God diſan- 
2 
d 


3 
= 


= &- £7 


nulled his own Command? Is it better to obey 
Man than God ? Or is Man grown wiſer than his 
e Maker? Who put this Power into the Hand of 


t Man, to raiſe a compulſory Maintenance for Mi- 
y WH filters? That any Parliament have Power, to 
e make any binding Law for the Maintenance of 


n Wl thoſe they call Miniſters, for doing a Work which 
's WM ticy call Worſhip of God, and force the People 
io ſubmit to it, the clear Light of this Age doth 

| „ generally 
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generally condemn 3 for they are much more like 
to ſet up and maintain thoſe who are contrary to 
_ Chrift, than Chri/Ps Miniſters, who never locked 
for, nor durſt own ſuch a Way of Proviſion. Will 
any fay bey have Power ?' From whem had they 


it? Is it derived from the People? That cannot be. 
Have they any other Power committed to them? 


How is it? As they are Magiſtrates; if ſo, the 


Turk, and all Infidel Magiſtrates have the like 
Or is it as they are Chriſtian Magiſtrates ? Then 


may not France, Spain, &c. claim the fame ? For 


what Nation in Zyrope will not fay they have a} 
Chriſtian Magiſtracy, though far the greater Part 


of them be Papiſts? And may not a Papi by as 


good Right require and compel Maintenance for 


his Miniſters, as Henry the 8th, or any other 


could, or can do? But that I may not be miſtaken, 
as if I went about to take away the Magiſtrates 
Power to raiſe Taxes, Aſſeſſments; or other 
Charges, for the Service and Defence of the Na- 
tion, it is needful to diſtinguiſh between thoſe 
Things that are called Civil, and ſuch as are called 
Spirizzal : For civil Ends and Uſes, the People 
may give Power to their Repreſentatives to raiſe 

hing. becauſe in ſuch 
Things they are their own Maſters: But in Mat- 
ters of Religion and ſpiritual Things, no Man can 


give Power unto another, to impoſe any Thing 
upon himſelf, or his Neighbour; for in thoſe 


Things every one is to be accountable unto- God, 


I and to ſtand and full to his own Maſter. And thus 


we give unto God the Things that are God's ; and 


uno Cœſar, the Things that are bis; paying Tri 


bute to whom Tribute is due. But as for all 
Laws made in the Will of Man, in the Things 0 
God, and their heavy Puniſhments inflited upon 


ſuch as cannot for Conſcience Sake conform unte 


them 


= 
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them, they reach not the Conſcience, and therefore 


8 make no Sin againſt God. 

0 And as concerning the Laws of King Henry the 

uch, and Edward the 6th, it may be conſidered, 
ſome of them were made by a Popiſe King and 

7 Parliament, and the reft, in the Glimmerings of 


Light, when Men were but feen as Trees; and 
therefore, to make their Laws a Rule for this 
Day of clear and Sun-ſhine Light, ſavours. too 
much of the old Popiſh Spirit, and is a Shame to 
our Reformation: And if it be faid, Papifts mtpbt 
and did make good Laws; it's true, in temporal 
Things they did, but not tn Things of Religion, 
4 N they are differenced from us, becauſe 
| at, 45 : 1 58 

* But were the Law juſt in commanding Tithes, 
en, can it be equal to give double or treble Damage, 
tes where they are not paid? If any Man owe a juſt 
der and due Debt, no more by Law can be recovered, 
Ja- but what the Debt is, beſides the Charges of the 
den Liv : How cruel therefore are theſe Laws and 
Ordinances, which in a Matter of ſo much uſt 
Scruple, require and impoſe the double or treble 
Value? And how unrighreous. are all fuch Perfons, 
as by Force of ſuch Laws receive them ? For if 
Tithes were due, 1s therefore the treble Value due, 
becuuſe the Law hath made that Penalty? Where is 
Equity or Juſtice in either? The Pope and his 
Adherents did only excommunicate the Refuſer till 
he conformed ; and till theſe late Laws, ſuch Pe- 
naltics as Impriſonment and treble Damage were 
never known. And here what was by our Fore- 
fathers Superſtition (whom we look back at as afar 
off, and pity) begun in Ignorance, we build up, 
and confirm with Tyranny, and inftead of their 
Rods, make to ourſelves Scorpions. „ 
But herein is not all, but the Law requires 
every Man 10 ſet ont the Tenth, and ſo * 
5 him 


him a voluntary Agent, in that, againſt which his 
Conſcience teſtifies, which is moſt cruel and un. 
righteous ; and him that cannot do fo, they ſue and A 
hale before Courts apd Magiſtrates, and there they Will 8 
get Judgment of treble Damage, and by that Jude. Wl * 
ment, frequently take Five-told, yea ſometimes Ml © 


executed? Do not all Laws and Statutes for Tithes 
reſtrain the Trial of them to the Eccleſiaſtical Ml 
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Ten- fold the Value: Shall not theſe Things render u 


this Age, which ſo much pretends to Reformation, * 
contemptible to future Generations? And for theſe WM ” 
Things, ſhall not even Papiſts rife up in Judgment ta 
againſt us, and condemn uss | 


w 
But how is it that any Law for Tithes is now Ml © 
9 


Courts, and prohibit the Temporal Courts from Ml * 
meddling with them? And ſince the Eccleſiaſtical I 


N. B. this Courts are deſtroyed, Who have Power to give Ml 2 
was in the Judgment for Tithes ? No temporal Judge pro- 
time of the ceeding according to the Laws for Tithing. How Ml © 


Common 
Wealth. 


Damages and Coſts, and no Court being appointed ; 


Odjeti. It will be ſaid, Fuſtices of Peace hav 


is it then, that ſo many Perſons are ſued, proſecuted, 
and unjuſtly vexed for Tithes in all the Courts at 


J 
Weſtminſter ; and not only ſo, but in the Sheriffs b 
Court, and other petty Courts in the Country. G 
f 


Object. If it be faid, The Statute gives double 


zo here that ſhall be recovered, it muſt be ſuppoſed ut 


be the Common- Law Courts. v 


I anſwer, by aſking of what muſt they give the 
double or treble Damage, ſeeing they are reſtrained 
from trying for the ſingle Value ? If they cannot 
judge the one, how can they award the other? Wil 
they condemn an Acceſſary before they try the 
Principal? What is this but to make the Law a 
Noſe of Wax, or any Thing, to uphold another 
unrighteous Kingdom. 5 


Power. It may be ſo by an Ordinance, buy 0 
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Act of Parliament, which is the Law of England; 
and that they do it, many poor People feel; for 
generally they give treble Damages for all manner 
of Tithes, whenas the Statute gave but double, and 
Coſts, and that only for predial Tithes: And they 
uſually execute their Precepts by ſuch Perſons as 
will do it effectually, who take generally five Times 
more than the Value, which they appraiſe and ſell 
far under the Worth; and he that cannot comply 
with their Cruelty, and confeſs their Judgment juſt, 
by accepting back what they will return, doth fre- 
quently ſuffer five or ſix- fold, yea often ten- fold 
Damage. And here the Fingers of the Juſtices are 
too often found, by conſcientious Men, far more 
heavy than the Loins of the Law, nay more than 
of the old Eccleſiaſtical Courts, or the Pope him- 
ſelt, who hath no ſuch Penalties. I write what I 
can prove by manifold Inſtances. ' 
Though theſe Oppreſſions be many and great, 
yet are they not all that this Age exerciſes ; for 
by a new Device, under Pretence that Prieſts are 
not able to pay Tenths to the Protector, unleſs 
every Man pay them their Tithes, they ſue Men 
for all Manner of Tithes by Engl; Bill in the 
Exchequer, and there would force them upon 
their Oaths, to declare what Tithes they have ; 
whenas in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, the Ordinary 
might not examine a Man upon his own Oath, 
concerning his own Tithe : And here ſuch as ei- 
ther make Conſcience of Swearing, which Christ 
torbids, or cannot themſelves tell what Tithe they 
had, are caſt into Priſon for Contempt, where 
they may lie as long as they live, no Law in the 


Nation reaching them any Relief: And divers up- This was 
in the Tear 


on this Account have long lain in the Feet, and 
yet are there; and I believe above an Hundred 


Suits are in the Exchequer depending, and Pro- bouts. 


ceedings ſtopt at this Point; the Hearts of the 
very 


1 


towards ſuch Numbers of poor Men breiight thithy 


one openly prophane, and ſo make him fin againſt 


Heaven. And though Man haue forgotten his fair 


Prieſts and Tithes ? Then may we not with tar 


- what driving of Goods, the Oxen out of the Plos, 


: The Greet. "Cafe J Tithes, Te, 
very. n of the Court r relenting with pig 


every Term, from the moſt remote Panty of th 
Nation, 2 forne - He: for above Ieh 
Pence ; ſuch merci rue es in the 

of many, if not the molt of: Nour Fa — 
Miniſters. 

O ſhameſul Reformation !. What compel | 
Man himſelf to ſet cut the Tithe of his ow 
Goods to maintain an Hireling-Prieft, it may be 


his own Conſcience, or take from him thrice, « 
rather five Times as much! And not only ſo, but 
to force him to ſwear what Tithes he had, or oom. 
mit him to. Priſon, there to lie without H 
Relict ; doth. not the Cry of theſe Abutninuiad 
reach through Palace-Walls, and enter Parliz 
ment Doors? Surely: they reach the Gates of 


Promiſes, God will in due Time break these 
Bands, and ſend Relief another Way. O curſed 
Firſt-fruits and Tenibs, the ſuperſtitious: Relick 
of Popery, and Wages of Unrighteouſneſs, the 
Cauſe and Cover of all thefe Enchequer Suits, and 
of moſt of theſe Miſchiefs ! Muſt we ſtill have 


old Prieſts, and old Eccleftaftical Courts? Fer 
much more Moderation. was in them, and 'even 
Papiſts, would bluſh at our Cruelties. Did but the 
Magiſtrate ſee what Haveck is made in the North, 


the Cows from poor and indigent Children, what 
carrying, of Pats, Pans, and Kettles, yea and fetch 

ing the very Cleaths off poor Feoples Beds, It 
would either be aſhamed of | ſuch. Juſtices, ot ſuch 
Prieſts: or Tithes, or of themi all. Such Inſtance 
L could. give, as would make the Reader's:Fars U 
dag > and he that. cannot believe me, let N 

in 


S fil Cumberland, and he ſhall meet with few that 
e bnnot inform him of it; or do but let him go a 
ine after Harveſt, and he may find the Juſtices fo 
by, as if they had little other Work to be doing. 
ſu. whither have I digreſſed ? Let me return to 


4, And theſo plead tho Gift of thoſe tha. as 


el | 
ow rmerly Poſſeſſors of tbe Land, and ſay, Thoſe that 
7 * Tithes, do but that which. their os juſtly 
To Frum Rs 03 305 3a TE Sx 5 
un To ſuch I anfwer, that it's _— many Anceſtors 


Om. gave Tithes, which of them were required, 48 
before hath been declared; but what is that to 
ions? Or how are we thereby bound? Did ever any 


lia Man, in any Deed or Conveyance of his Land, 
i expreſs any fuch Gift, or make any Exception of 
far Titbes? I never ſaw or heard of ſuch a Thing; 
be and let thoſe who can find ſuch Reſervations, make 


their Claim; but 1 believe it will not be in Exg- 
Ground for a diſtinct Property; far if there be 


for WM himſelf and his Poſterity; and theſe fay, Fhey have 
For as go Right ta the tenth Part, as the Owner bath to 


the nine, and that be never purchaſed it, and the 


the ke. Unto all which 1 anfwer, that though it 
th, were true, and could be proved, That mine An- 
on, ceſtors gave Tithes, and that for ever, yet am [ 
hat ot thereby bound to pay them, or ſtand any way 
ch cbargeable with them, l true, when they were 
be Owners of: Land, they might themſebves yield and 
uch et forth what Pare of their Increaſe they pleaſed, 
er might have. given the tenth, or any other Purt 
of their Land, as they would, or they might have 
enlarged upon the Land, what Rent they liked, 


a Property, it muſt of Neceſſity ariſe from him 
ave chat was the true Owner, and had Power to charge 


but 
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but they could not charge their Poſteriry wil int 
that which was no Way: theirs, nor which in: 
true Senſe, Conſtruction or, Underſtanding, the 
could be ſaid to have any Property in; and whi cre 
is not paid, by reaſon of that which is derived frot 
them; for Tithe is neither paid of Land, nor b 
5 reaſon of the Land, but is paid by reaſon of th 
Tucreaſe or Renewing and therefore the Doctrine 
of the old Fathers, the Statute of Edward the 6th 
and ſo the Popiſh Laws for Tithes, do as well rel 
quire the Payment of the tenth Part of Mens Pre 
fits and Gain, whether by Trade, Commerce 9 
Merchandize, as of the Fruits of the Earth, ye 
the tenth Part of Wages, and all perſonal Increaſe; 
though not raiſed immediately by Land: And 
ſurely no Man will ſay, that he pays Tithe of theſe 
becauſe. his Anceſtors charged him with them 
nor will any Man allow, that another Perſon, by 
any Gift of his Anceſtor, . can have another diſtin 
Property in the tenth Part of the Fruit of hy 
Labours ; and the Caſe is the ſame as to all Tithes 
whether predial, perſonal, or mixt; if I fit ſtil 
and plow not, 0 Corn will grow : If 1 fit ſtil and 
work not, #o Profit will riſe z ſo that it's my La- 
bour, my Diligence and Induſtry that raiſeth the 
"Tithe, and in my Power it is, to make it lels ot 
more; and ſometimes, yea often it falls out, that 
the Tithe of Corn is thrice more worth than the 
Yearly Value of the Land on which it grows; 
and herein Tithe of Corn is far more hard and * 
equal than perſonal Tithes; for the o 1 

the Tenth, all Charges deducted; £2003 oh 
the Tenth of Charges and all. | 
Mine Anceſtor could not charge me ith that 
| Which doth not accrue by reaſon of that which 1 
ave from him; nor am I. bound, becauſe min 
Anceſtor left me Land, to pay Tithe, which is not 


12 by reaſon of the Land, but of the Inceig 
_ untd 


mt which J am no more tied by Law, than he is 
udo hath Increaſe without Land, If I have Land, 
ind no Increaſe, I pay no Tithes; if I have In- 


creaſe of it is not to be ſevered, no Tithe can be 
recovered of it; and therefore if I paſture my 
Land, no Tithe ſhall be paid for the Graſs, which 
z eaten unſevered, but only a Rate-Tithe for that 
which doth depaſture on it; which makes it plain, 
that Tithe is not paid by reaſon of the Land, but 
of the Stock; and in that alſo, it lies in my Power 


pough and ſow Corn, the tenth Part of the In- 
creaſe is generally more worth than the Land on 
which it grows, which comes not by the Land 
which deſcends from the Anceſtor, but becauſe of 
the Increaſe, won by. the great Charge,. Induſtry 
and Labour of the Huſbandman, If I paſture my 
Ground with Sheep that yield a Fleece, the Tithe 
will be conſiderable, though not ſo much as by 
Corn. If I paſture with Cows or breeding Cattle, 
a much leſs Fi 

and barren Cattle; a ſmall and ineonſiderable 
Rate is only required, though in few Places of 
the Nation would that be recovered in the Times 
of greateſt Height of Popiſb Laws. But if I plant 
Wood, and let it ſtand for Timber; or if I ſtore 
my Land with Beaſts which be feræ nature, where- 


may be ſuppoſed, becauſe it may be done) or will 
at my Meadow, or Corn ſtanding, no Tithe can 
be required. All theſe Inſtances ' manifeſt, that 
Tithe hath ſtill Relation to the Stock and perſona} 
Eſtate, and not to the Land; and is paid by rea- 


Anceſtor could lay and perpetuate ſuch a Charge 
6 E EO , | 47 1 EAR 48 
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ceaſe, though no Land, I ought by Law to pay 


o make the Tithe much, little, or nothing; if 1 


ithe-is paid : And if I eat with Horſes 


in there is no perſonal Property, no Tithe ſhall be 
pad, Or if I will let my Land lie waſte, (which 


ſon of the Stock, and not the Land ; and ſo no 


. Tithes, implies a Grant not only of other Mens Stocks, in 
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as Tithe upon it, nor could he bind his Succeſſo 
to it. It by my Anceſtor I am bound to pay Tithe 
ratione tenure, or in conſideration of the Land 
which he leaves me, to what Value muſt it be? if 
may yearly pay more than the Land he leaves me 
is worth: It I keep it in Tillage, and if I paſturg 
it, I need not pay the twentieth Part; have I no 
herein (without Fraud to my Anceſtors) Power tg 
pay much or little? (4) How is this like a Ren 
Charge certain, which is by ſome objected? If 

Tithes 


8 


(4) It may be farther ſhewn, that there is no Parity of 
Reaſon between Tithes and a Rent Charge fix d upon Lands: 
for a Rent Charge is paid by reaſon of the Land on which 
it is charged (in which he that charg'd had a Property) but 
Tithes are not paid by reaſon of the Land, but by reaſon 
of the Stock and Labour of the preſent Occupier of the Land. 
If there be no Increaſe, no Profit made, no Crop planted, 
nor any Thing renewing upon the Land, no Tithe can be 
demanded, But for the Non-payment of a Rent-Charge, he 
on whom it is ſettled, may enter upon and poſſeſs the Land 
which is charged with the Payment of it. But for Non-pay- 
ment of Tithes, he who claims them, cannot enter upon or 
poſſeſs the Land, but is made whole out of the Stock of the 
Occupier. All which demonſtrates, that it is the Stock, nat 
the Land, of which the Tithe is paid. Now fince Tithes 
are not the tenth Part of the Land, but the tenth Part of the 
Increaſe of the Stock, and ſeeing the Labour, Care, Skill, 
Induftry and Diligence of the Occupant, is involved, and 
neceflarily included in the Stock, as inſtrumental Means and 
Cauſes of producing the Increaſe: A perpetual Grant of 


which the Granters had no Property, but of other Mens 
Labours, Care, Skill, Diligence and Induftry alſo, long be- 
fore they were begotten; upon which Suppoſition, all Men 
but Pricfts, ſince Ethelwolf 's Time (the firſt King of Engloidy 
who made a Grant of Tithes) muſt be born Slaves, under an 
Obligation to employ their Time, Pains, Induſtry and Skill, 
in working for the Prieſts, But whether it be rational 0 
admit in Ethelwolf, or any other, a Power to impoſe ile 
Neceſſiy of ſuch a ſervile Condition on their Poſtecity, let 
the Reader judge. Pow YT non ard 


L 
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Tithes were paid by reaſon of the Land, furely 
there is moſt Reaſon, that the tenth Part of the 
E 2 Grafs 
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And if we ſuppoſe, that Ethel wolf hid an ample Power of 
diſpofing what he pleaſed, or that the People had by Con- 
ſent joined with him in the Donation, every Man accord ing 
to the Intereſt he had; yet neither couid he ſingle, nor he 
and they conjoin'd, grant any more than belonged to them- 
ſelves 3 for it is an indiſputable Maxim, that * No Man can * Nemo 
wansfer more Rigtt to another, than he bimſelf hath. They plus juris 
might have diſpofed of what Part of the Land they pleaſed, ad alium 
they might have given the tenth Part of the Land, the tenth transferre 
Acre, Ce. But for them to make a Grant of the tenth Part poteſt 
of the Profits of the Land for ever, is repugnant to Reaſon, quam ipſe 
Juſtice and Equity; they are therefore greatly miſtaken, haverct, 
who take Tithes to be no more than a Rent-Charge, and 
ure it, That the Owners might as well make a Grant of Tithes 
ſon for ever, as ſet 4 Reni-Charge upon their Lands for ever. 
nd, Though this Argument has been urg'd for the Reaſon and 
ted, Lawfulnefs of paying Tithes, yet if we conſider impartially 

be the Nature of each, we ſhall find a vaſt Difference: For if 
, he a Man enjoys a Farm, on which a Rent-Charge is ſettled, he 
and js chargcable with, and liable to pay it, whether he employ 
aye his Farm or not, Whence it is evident, that a Rent-Charge 


1 of being a Charge upon the Land, not upon the Steck, and Tithes 
the being a Charge upon the Stock, not upon the Land, though 
not our Anceſtors had Power to lay a Ren- Charge upon their 


thes own Lands, in which they had a Property, yet they could 
the rot have a Power to grant Tithes out of other Mens Stocks, 
kill, in which they had no Property. Again, | 
Though it ſhould be urged, That Iitbes were ſettled by thoſe 
and iat were a4ually feized of them in Law; yet if Tithes be the 
of BN Tenth of the Profits or Increaſe of the Land, they who were 
„ in actually ſeized of them in Law, could ſettle no more than they 
lens vere ſeized of, and they could be actually ſeized of no other 
1 Profits or Increaſe, than what did grow, increaſe, or renew - 
upon the Land, while they were actually ſeized of it: So 
and, that ſuch Settlement, how valid ſoever, while they lived, muft 
r al reeds expire with them. Hence can any one with Reaſon 
kill, urge, that they who were poſſeſt of Land an hundred Years 
| £0 abo, could then ſettle or diſpoſe of the Profits and Increafe 
me that ſhall grow and ariſe upon the Land an hundred Years 
let ater, ſince that Profit cannot ariſe barely from the Land, 
lut from the Labour, Induſtry and Stock of the 9 ? 
| Where 
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can he not take it without the Owner's ſetting it 


it to another, and ſo altered his Property, as one 
Man doth, by marking his Cattle for another Man; 


his own Conſent. | 


Were ever any actually ſeized of the Labour of the Husband 


Devotion, ſo they intended the Continuance of them ſhould 
| have depended on Devotion alſo. Thomas Ellwood's Found 
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Graſs renewing upon all Paſture-Grounds ſhould he 
paid; for the Land ſtill brings that with it, and 
it's eaſily divideable by Rent, or let by Month. ] 
another hath as good Right to the tenth Part of 
the Increaſe, as the Owner hath to the nine, why 


out, or recover it by Action of Debt or Treſpaſs ? 
But it is clear there is no Title till it be fer forth, 
and then if the Owner carry it away, an Action of 
Treſpaſs lies, becauſe he had ſet it out, and given 


and therefore it is, that the Law which commands 
Tiches, doth not give Power to any to take the 
Tithe, becauſe he had no Title, but enjoins the 
Owner to ſet it forth, and fo make 1t another's by 


If any Man claim Tithes by my Anceſtor's Gift, 
may I not afk him, to whom, and for what, my 
Anceſtors gave them ? And it is plain beyond De 
nial, that all thoſe Gifts of Lands or Tithes in Erp3 
land, ſince Auguſtin the Monk planted the Pop 

| alch, 
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man's Hands, of the Sweat of his Brows, of the Judgment 
Underſtanding and Skill that God bath given him; of the 
Stock he employs, the Coſt he beſtows, the Care, Pains, In. 
duſtry and Diligence he exerciſes for the obtaining a Crop! 

Again, if we conſider the Practice of our Anceſtors, i 
their Donations of Tithes, we may find, that they did nol 
look uponTithes to be at all in the Nature of a Rent · Charge 
tar they took great Care by Legal-Sertlements, to ſecure and 
aſſure thoſe Kent-Charges 3 but made no Proviſion (for ſone 
hundred Years) for the Payment of Tithes, ſave by Ecclefiali 
cal Cenſures; nur was the Knack of ſueing for Tithes! 
Temporal Courts found out, till of late Years z which argue 
that as they gave Tithes at firft in a religious (though blind 


tou of Tithes ſbalen. 
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faith, and preached up the new Pay ment of Tithes, 

there given to Popiſo Prieſts, for ſaying Prayers for 

ve Souls of the Givers, and their deceaſcd An- 
+Rors, as old Conſecrations do witneſs : And 

therefore in Reaſon, if the Conſideration and Ser- 

rice be ceaſed, ſo ought alſo the Wages; for no 

Man, in Law or Equity, ought to claim Wages 

when he will not do the W. ork for which it was 
gien; and ſeeing thoſe Popiſo Pricſts and Prayers 

are laid aſide, the Giſt (it any ſuch were, and 

could be binding) ought to return to the Donor, 
and may not without his Conſent be perverted to 
another Uſe. 

« Tithe was never claimed in reſpect of any SHE p- 

« Ownerſhip in the Land, but ex debito, by the HEK O. 
« Law of God, for Subtraction whereof, no Re- 
« medy lay at the Common-Law ; and therefore, 
if a Parſon let a Leaſe of his Glebe to another, 
* with all the Appurtenances, yet he himſclf {hall 
have Tithe of it.“ 

« Terr non ſunt decimabiles; and therefore neither O © x, 
% Mines nor Quarries of Tron, Braſs, Tin, Lead, 

% Coals, Stones, Tile, Brick, or Lime, are Titheable, Confink 
nor Focuſes, nor Trees, nor Graſs, nor Corn, till ii, i, 

—W © they be ſevered from the Land, the real Eſtate pelony & 
which deſcends by Inheritance from the Anceſtor, Treſpaſs 
and made a diſtin& perſonal Poſſeſſion.“ And ee 
therefore Tithe is not paid of Land, nor by reaſon Py 1 6.008 
of the Land, nor is it a Charge upon Land, like zzjeGoods. 
a Rent-Charge, nor was it ever ſo claimed, till 

ok late, chat the Popij Covers were not broad 

enough. 

Otjee2, But fome object and ay, 2 I bought 
7 Land, 1 bought not the Tube, nor paid any Thing 

or it, 

Anſw, J anſwer, That ad all Men bought 
all our Land, and that without any Charge of 
Tithe upon it; and therefore in all Conveyances 
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for, or Exemption of a tenth Part, either of Land 0 
or Increaſe; and to him that faith, the Scher, or lie 
bis Anceſtor, charged it with Tithes, as Rent, 1 ſoy th 
where a Rent is charged, it is ſtill exprefied ; ind eq 
find any ſuch Exemption or Covenant, aud will WM :r 
freely pay them as a juſt Debt. And is ic not ridi. Wl Q 
culous for any to talk of purchaſing bis Tithe 2M 3 
For with his Labour, Charge and Huſbandry, he i 
pays dear enough for his whole Increaſe. Y 

= 

Obj. Another objects, That though I bought al! n 
my Land, yet I bought it cheaper, (becauſe it was ſuj« | 
poſed, that it onght to pay Tuthes) than I conld have WM | 


Equity to pay Tithes. (e) 


The Great Caſe of Tithes, Se. * 


it's ſtill ſaid, A that, &c. and never any Covenant 


bought ſuc Land as was known to be Tithe-free , and 
therefore having a cheaper Bargain, I am bound in 


ot — «©, _ 


Anſ. I anſwer, that I have already proved all | 
Land is Tithe-free, and the Charge of Tithe is 
5 | upon 


(e) N. B. Let the Reader conſider, Whas it is the Purcha» 
ſer buys, and what it is Tithes are demanded of. The Purchae | 
{er buys tne Land, and that he buys intire. No Tithe-Land, 
no tenth Acre, is ever excepted expreſly or impticitly ; but | 
he buys the whole Field or Farm, the tenth Part as well as 
the nine. But in this Purchale he buys the Land, not the 
Profits or Increaſe, which by Husbandry and manuring may 
ariſe upon the Land in Time to come; for they are un- 
certain, and the Seller who makes him an Aſſurance of the 
Land, will not undertake to aſſure him a future Increaſe and 
Profit from the Land; nor were it reaſonable to expect it. 
When thereſore he has this Land, if he will have Profit and 
Increaſe from it, he muſt purchaſe that after another Man- 
ner. He pays for that, (and many Times dear enough too) 
by the Labour and Charge he beſtows in Tilling, Dreſſing, 
and Manuring it. And if in this Senſe, he may be faid to 
8 the nine Parts of the Crop or Increaſe, in the ſame | 
en(e he purchaſeth the tenth Part alſo, for he beſtows his 
Charge and Pains on all alike; and the tenth Part ſtands him 
in as much as any one of the Nine, Thus then the Bu f 


th 
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ant e vpon the Stock and perſonal Eſtate, and not upon 
ma de Land. And the Strength of this Objection 
or les, in comparing thofe that pay Tithes with thoſe 
wy, that are free; they that buy Lands Tithe-free, are 
nd eiſed of this Oppreſſion, and are in no Hazard; 
Jill and though all others ought to be ſo, yet it being a 
11- Queſtion, whether they can eaſe themſelves of the 
e? Burden, they buy under an Hazard, and as ſub- 
he jet to ſuch a Charge; but if they can caſt off the 
Yoke, they get but what is their own: And ſeeing 
Wy vc have denied the Pope's Authority and Supre- 
a macy, we may fo ſoon as we can, wholly caſt off the 
4 Burdens which he laid on us. And thus, he that 
Ve buys Lands in the Years of I rouble and heavy 


Taxes, may perhaps buy much cheaper than 
when none, or little, is paid: Shall he therefore 
always be required to pay Taxes when others are 
diicharged ? Or fhall he that bought cheap Penny- 
worths on the Borders between England and Scot- 
land, when thoſe Parts were infeſted with Me- 

E 4 Troopers, 
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ther Owner or Tenant, purchaſeth the Crop. The one buys 
the Land by laying down ſo much Money, the other obtains 


hour, Ge, And as in the Purchaſe of the Lands, the Buyer 
doth as really buy the tenih Acre, or tenth Part of the Lands, 
as the Ninth or any other Part of the Nine; fo in the Pur- 


tenth Part of che Profits and Increaſe, as he doth the N inth, 
0: any other Part of the Nine and after the fame 1 orb 
helays his Dung on a! alike, he ſows his Seed on all alike, he 
plows all alike, he beſtows Pains and Charge, and exerciſes 
his Skill and Care equally on all, Thus it appears, that 77:hes 
we really purchaſed by them, by whom the nine Parts are pur- 
chaſed, and do really belong to them, to whom the nis e Parts 
do belong; whether Tithes be under ſtood of Lands or of 
Profits. If of Lands, the Purchaſer doth as really buy the 
Tenth Acre, as any of the Nine, and gives as much for it. It 
of Profits, the remb Sheaf, or renth Pare of the Crop, doth 
colt the Occupier as much to the full, as any, othec of the 
nine Parts, : . 


firſt purchaſeth the Land, and after ward the Occupier, whe- 


the Crop, by beſtowing ſo much Charge, and ſo much La- 


chaſe of the Crop, the Occupier doth as really purchaſe the 
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Troopers, always maintain, or pay Tribute tg 
Thieves and Robbers ? We bought Land when the 
Pope's Yoke was upon our Necks, and if we caſt 
it from us, we may, by as good Reaſon, be eaſed Poet 
of our Tithes, as they of their Taxes. But if! * 
bought cheaper, what is that to the State, or to a 
Prieft ? If in Equity I be bound to pay any more, 
it is moſt juſt, that he have it of whom J bought 
my Land, and not another, alle 


There are cthers who plead a legal Right by 
Preſcription, and that they have a good Right, be. Wt: 
cauſe they have ſo long pcſſeſſed them. 12 


This was the old Device, firſt to preach that 
Tithes were due, and then to limit them to the 
Pariſhes, and when forty Years were paſt, to claim 
them as a Debt, which before was paid as Charity, 
or at moſt as a Free-will Offering of the Owner, 
And thus the Pope got Firſt-fruits and Tenths, 
and Peter-pence, and many (f) great Sums out of 
this and other Nations, which long continued ; and 
he might as well have pleaded his Prefcription, as 
any of his Branches now can do. Is any fo blind, No 
as not to ſee what poor Shiſts are now made, to up- 
hold ſo great an Oppreſſion, which can find no 
better Ground for its Support than this, hat it halb 

| been ſo long continued? But ſhall the Continuance of 
an Oppreſſion give Right to perpetuate the Grie- 
vance? How many great and heavy Preſſures, in 
other Things, did long lie on this Nation, of 
Cuſtoms and Practices of former Times, which 
daily were, and ſtill have been aboliſhed, as Light 
did more and more increaſe? Witneſs thoſe many 


Laws and Statutes made, and now in force, fend 
; liſning 


— AD 


(f) In temp. H. 3 the Pope bad above 1220CO . per Annu 


out of this Nation, which was they more worth than the KG? 
Revenue, | | 
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hing the Uſages and Cuſtoms of former Ages; 
yet this is a great Miſtake, for by the Common- 
Law (and the old Popiſb Ecclefiaſtick-Law is out of 
Doors) no Man can preſcribe to have Tithes, tho? 
many may preſcribe to be free from Tithes, or 
Part thereof; for he that claims Tithes, (except 
Impropriators, to whom I ſhall ſpeak hereafter) 
nuſt claim them as a Parſon, Vicar, or other 


before) he claims them not as ſuch a Perſon, but as 
ſich an Officer, and the Preſcription (if any were) 


ng, his Claim is at an End: That there is now no 
ich Office, is plain; for when H. the 8th renounced 
tt Pope, he was declared by Act of Parliament 
(which was affented to by all the Clergy in their 


ul Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and all others in Ec- 
ceſtaſtical Orders, were no longer to hold of the 
Pope, but of the King, and not to claim their 
benefices by Title from the Pope, but of the King, 
by Virtue of that Act of Parliament. And here 
tte Succeſſion from the Pope was cut off, and diſ- 
continued; and the King by his new Authority, as 
Head of the Church, made Biſhops, and gave them 
tower to make Parſons, Vicars, and others called 


rrounced the Pope, ſo the Parliament of England 


Nile of Head of the Church, and alſo aboliſhed 


Lccleſiaſtick State was diſſolved, and the Body fell 


both Parſons, Vicars and Curates, and all the 
whole Progeny and Off-ſpring, and ſo all their 
Right, Title and Claim to Tithes, was and is at 
m End, as is more plainly, and more 1 5 
8 . x 


aled Eccleſiaſtick Officer, and, (as I have hinted 


Convention) to be the Head of the Church; and 


Eccleſiaſtick Officers. Afterwards, as the King 
ad aſide Kings, who had aſſumed the Title and 


vith the Head, and the Branches with the Root; 
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xto his Office. Now if no ſuch Office be in e- 


Archbiſhops and Biſhops, and all their Depen- 
dencies, Root and Branch: And here the whole 


; 
| 
3 


= 
8 | 1 
» © 
. 5 
0 
4 
f 
iy 
g 
4 4 


by + . 
« we ** — 
— - bebe * . 
N — 1 wn a r — a 
— 0 nn AE 7 — . -D, SG . => af 
. —. — — _ s l * * 4 7 = ma 
6 * R * 8 _ — - — — — - - — 
ä In ec . * {ods — - — 
2 71 e pros A — 


5 


which I refer. 


that in the Root all Tithe is alike, whether it b. . 


The Great Cafe of Tithes, Ge. 
forth in a late printed Paper, by Jer. Ba 


And now I come to the laſt, Thoſe that lain 
by Purchaſe, and theſe are the Impropriators, ay 
5 ſay they hav? bought them of the State, and hav 
paid great Sums of Money for them, and many of 
them e no other W TOR: 

To theſe I anſwer, That I have Wert before 
now claimed by a Prieſt or an Impropriator, and | jt 
both muſt fall together. And ſeeing thoſe thaff 
fold them had no good Title, neither can theirs ba 


TRY good which 1s derived from them. Bur * : N 
it was the State that ſold them, and that th Ty 
—_— Nation had the Benefit of their Moneys, it Ver 
is equal and Juſt, when they cannot have what if tha 
fold, that their Moneys be repaid ; z to which Poinff Of 
I ſhall ſpeak more fully hereafter, in Anſwer to af M. 
Objection which I meet with in my Way, needfuf f 
to be reſolved. =_ 0; 
And thus I have briefly gone over the abel Fl 
Matter, and heard what every one can fay, and * 
have returned them Anſwers, by which it dot F 
plainly appear, that no Man at this Day can clain 
Tithe of another, either by Divine or Human Right] lu 
and that Tithes are neither due by the expreſs Law pl 
of God, nor by the Equity of that Law, nor b 
the Decrees of the Church, nor Grants of King 
nor Laws of Parliaments, nor Gifts of the People 
nor Preſcription of the Poſſeſſors, nor the Purchalf 
of Impropriators. 01 
It now only remains, that T anſwer ſome generd o 
Objections, which I ſhall do in as much Brevity MW" 
I can, and fo leave the whole to the Reader. 1 
The Firſt is made by the State. 1 
The Second by ſmpropriaters. f 


And the Third by Pariſb- Man Irs 4 


The Great Caſe of Tithes, &c. 
And all theſe together object and ſay, That th 
i ſhould be granted, that the Right of Tubes cannot 
proved, yet if it be found, that taking them away 
ail bring great Loſs to the public Revenue, much 
hama ge, if not Ruin, io many particular Perſons and 
fanilies, and great Hazard of bringing Confuſion to 
the Nation, by ſuch a great Alteration, after ſo long 
Settlement, and endanger the very publick Profeſſion 
Kellgion, by taking away Miniſters Maintehance, 
td conſequently Miniſtry itſelf ; it is not Prudence for 
ſutisfying ſome, to bring ſo many and great Iuconve- 
excies upon the Nation. | 


Theſe Objections plead not for the Right of 
Tithes, but againſt the removirg of them, to pre- 
rent Inconvenience; and if tie ore be granted, 
that Tithes are an innovated Popih Exaction and 
Oppreſſion 3 and neither due by Law of God or 
Man, ſuch Conſiderations as theſe ought not to ob- 
liruct the Removal of ſo heavy a Grievance and 
Oppreſſion, but that which is juſt ought to be done, 
wich is a general Good to the whole Body, and 
almoſt every individual Member; and then ſuch 
Parts as are found grieved, may be afterwards eaſed 
nd relieved 3 and though all theſe ſhould in ſome 
neafure ſuffer, it were but juſt, ſeeing their Com- 
flance with the Oppreſſor, hath brought ſuch a 
general Yoke and Burden upon the whole Body, and 
tow they are become the only Obſtructions of the 
genera] Eaſement and publick Freedom. 
And yet a few Words I ſhall anſwer to every 
tne, and firſt to the State, which complains of a 
great Loſs by taking away Firſt-fruits and Tenths, 
wich are paid gut of Tithes. | : IS 
When the Pope had eſtabliſhed the Payment of Jerom in 
Tithes, and ſet up 2 new Hieratchy, after the Ezek. 4 
Patern of the Jeiſo Prieſthood, he took upon him- . 
klt to be Succeſſor to the Fewi/b High- Prleſt, and 
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58 The Great Caſe of Tithes, Sd. 
claimed Tenths from all his inferior Priefts, ju 

divino ; and in Proceſs of Time he got to himſel 
by the like Colour, Firſt- fruits alfo ; and though 
was long e'er he brought his Work to paſs in En 
land, yet at laſt it was effected: You may by the 
following Inſtances know, how much our Engl 
Nation ſtruggled againſt them. 


2 Ed. The King forbad H. P. the Pope's Nuncio, | 
2. Rol. collef? Firſt-fruts. | 
| Clue M. The Pope's Collector was willed no longer to paths 
the Firſt-fruits, it being a very Novelty, and no Pen 
fon was any longer to pay ther. | 
4Par.1Ri. The Commons petition, that Proviſion may be mai 
2. Nu. 66. againſt the Pope's Collectors for levying of Firſt- fruit 
Rol. Parl. The King in Parliament anſwers, There ſhall | 
4. R. 2. granted a Prohibilion in all ſuch Caſes, where | 
Nu. 5% Pope's Collectors ſhall attempt any ſuch Novelties, 
Rol. Parl. Lyon Complaint made by the Commons in Parlid 
6. R. 2. ment, the King willeth that Probibitions be granted | 
Nu. 50. the Pope's Collectors, for receiving of Firſt-fruits, 
6. H. 3. Cirſt-fruits, by Archbiſhops and Biſhops to th 
Pope, were termed an horrible Miſchief, and dai 
nable Cuſtom. „ 
Rol. Parl. The Pope's Collectors were required from thenceforl 
N. * not to levy any Money within the Realm, for Firſt-fruil 
The Pope thus claiming Firſt-fruits and Tent 
as annexed to his Chair, Succeſſor to the Jew! 
High-Prieft, and Head of the Church, continued 
collect them, till H. the 8th, diſcontented with t 
Pope, though himſelf was a Papiſt, renounceth ti 
Pope's Supremacy, and aſſumes it to himſelf ; at 
by Act of Parliament in the 26th Year of his Reig 
got Furſt-truits and Tenths annexed to his Crov 
as Head of the Church; and fo himſelf becan 
worſe than the Pope, taking the Wages, but 1 
doing the Pope's Work: And that which. bei 
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by Parliaments, in the Height of Popery, was de- 
dared as a damnable Cuſtom, was now, in the Be- 
gnning of Reformation, made a Foundation-Stone 
vo ſupport the Greatneſs of the new made Head. 

Atterwards, Queen Mary, not daring to aſſume 
he Headſhip of the Church, did relinquiſh, and 
by Act of Parliament, wholly took away Firſt- 
fuits and Tenths, ſhe doing no Work to deſerve 
ch Wages. And what a Shame is this to our 
Nation, and our great Profeſſions, after ſo long 
Talk of Reformation, now to plead for ſuch Wages 
of Unrighteouſneſs, firſt exacted by the Pope, and 
then by ſuch as aſſumed to themſelves the Stile of 
Head of the Church, who upon that very Account 
had them annexed to the Crown? And ſhall we 
row, who pretend to have caſt off the Pope, and 
kft the Headſhip of the Church to Chriſt, (worle- 
like than Queen Mary) uphold ſuch wicked Op- 
preſſions, which are the Ground of a great Part of 
good Mens Sufferings for Tithes this Day? For 
the Pretence of paying Tenths 1s the Ground of 
the many Suits for Tithes in the Exchequer, where 
otherwiſe by Law they could not, nor ought to be 
recovered. And as to the publick Revenue, I am 
ntormed they add not much thereunto, but all, 
or a great Part of them, are given in Augmenta- 
tions to Prieſts, who, no doubt, will receive them 
without Scruple; though I know, many of them, 
not long ſince, did complain againſt them as a 
Popiſh Oppreſſion. But take away Tithes, and 
there are as many Glebe Lands will fall to the State, 
a will fully make up that Loſs, which they may as 
well take away, as their Predeceſſors did the Reve- 
nues of Abbeys and Monaſteries ; and when the 
People are eaſed of Tithes, they will be better able, 
and more willing, to enlarge the publick Treaſury, 
if it be found wanting. R 
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But it's hoped, our State rather looks at Tre: 
Freedom of the People, than the Increaſe of f 
Revenue; ſeeing ſo lately they took away the Pr 
fits of the Court of Wards, which was a much be 
ter and greater Income, and granted many re 
Men fuch Freedom for nothing, as they could ne 
ther in Right claim, nor in Reaſon expect, witholM v0 
a very great Sum, their Eſtates being given to the 
to hold by ſuch Services; and ſurely, they will ne 
deny the poorer Sort of People their own and de 
bought Increaſe. | 


Secondly, To Impropriators, and ſuch as have may 
5 lately bought Tithe-Rents. 


And to theſe I ſay, though it be a general Rule 
Caveat Emplor, yet ſeeing the Ignorance of forme 
Days (but peeping out of Popery) did take it fe 
granted (both Buyer and Seller) that the Title wal 
good; and ſince the Purchaſers did pay great Sum 
of Money for them to the State, which went to th 
bearing and defraying the publick Charge of t 
Nation, it is juſt, that they have a moderate Prid 
for them, with which I believe moſt (if not all) 0 
them, would be well pleaſed and content; only | 
the Eſtimate of that Rate they muſt conſider, tha 
they have bought no more, but what the Abbey 
Monaſtery, or other diſſolved Houſe had; and 
theſe Houſes, out of their appropriate Tithes, wert 

to find a ſufficient Prieſt or Curate, Canonical) 
inſtituted, which was to have Allowance. at the Dil 
cretion of the Biſhop of the Dioceſs, and allo 4 
convenient Portion of the Tithe was to be ſet apatt 
for the Yearly Maintenance of the Poor of tit 

| Pariſh for ever, as is provided by divers Acts 0 
Parliament. And after the Diſſolution and Sale 0 
Tithes, the like Charge was, and ought to be col 
tinued upon then, as at large is prove * 

5 Treatit 
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Treatiſe, called The poor Vicar's Plea ; and let but 
ch Purchaſers look to their original Grants, and 
they ſhall find, that-the Yearly Value was but little, 
ind the Rate ſmall after which they paid for them; 
nd in regard of the Charges and Hazards upon 
them, they were ſeldom, or never, eſteemed more 
worth than ten Years Purchaſe, and that Rate, at 
in indifferent Yearly Value, may well be accepted 
for them. 6.5 Lo ; 

This Anſwer will pleaſe the Impropriator well, 
vho hath not been without his Fears to loſe his 
Tithes, and get little or nothing for them ; and it 
cannot much difpleaſe others, becauſe it is equal 
ind juſt, that ſeeing he cannot have what is bought, 
he have his Money returned without Loſs. 

But the great Difficulty ſeemeth the raiſing of ſo 
great a Sum of Money, and who ſhall pay it:? 
For firſt, there are many who plead, Our Lands are 
wholly Tithe- free: Others ſay, we pay a Rate, or 
mal! Preſcription-Rent, or have a modus decimandi, 
and our Tithe is very ſmall, though eur Lands be of 
good Value. Others ſay, We have converted our 
Lands into Paſtures, and pay little Tithe , and there- 
fore it ſeems not equal, that we ſhould pay as much 
as thoſe, whoſe Lands conſiſt of Tillage, whoſe Tithes 
are often as much worth as the Land. 

I anſwer, That the raifing of this Sum, is not 


htion to Tithe; for if it had, many would as juſtly 
(cruple the Payment of any Thing towards it, as 
they do the Payment of Tithes ; but the Caſe muſt 
be thus conſider'd: At the Diſſolution, Tithes of 
Abbeys, Monaſteries, &c. were taken into the 
Hand of the State, they ſold them, and the Money 


great Charge then upon the Nation, as it was of 
lite in our Days, when Tithe-Rents were fold ; 
and at that Day, there were Wars with France 

hs and 


to follow the Rate of Tithe, nor hath it any re- 


raiſed, went to the defraying and carrying on the 
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and Scotland, and many great Exigences of State, 3 
the Statutes for the Ground of the Diſſolution ſhew 
And in the Service and Uſe of theſe Moneys, the 
whole Nation, and every Man therein, had his 
Share, and ſo far as thoſe Moneys went, the People 
were ſpared, as the Caſe was with us of late; and 
lo he that had Land Tithe-free, and he that paid 
only a {mall Rate for Tithes, and he that had Paſ 
tures and no Tillage, all theſe ſhared in the Sum, 
yea, and the very Impropriator himſelf, and not 
according to the Proportion of Tithing, but accord 
ing to the Value of their Eſtates in Lands or Goods, 
by which they had been otherwiſe chargeable: And 
lo the Impropriator depoſiting ſo much Money 
upon a Pledge, the one being required, the other 
muſt be returned, and by a general Tax it mult be 
raiſed, wherein every one mult bear his Proportion, 
the very Impropriator himſelf. 


— wad 3 . 


But then in comes he that bought the Lands 0 
Abbeys, Sc. which, he ſaith, The Pope had made 
Tithe-free, and that when he bought his Land, be al 
paid for the Tithe, and ſo he muſt either be free 
from paying to the Impropriator, or muſt have bi 
Money returned as well as he, | 


J anſwer, Though there are many ſuch Pur- 
chaſers, yet I believe, to the freeing. the Natior 
trom this great and long continued Oppreſſion, 
they, or molt part of them, would be content te 
contribute without any ſuch Demand. But if an 
ſtand upon it, let him ſhew what he paid for bs 
Tibe, and he ſhall have it, which was not a Penny; 
for, ſearch the Court of Augmentations, and it will 
will be found, that there was not in the Value 0 
Land, the leaſt Difference made between | Tithe- 
free, and that which paid Tithes; as there was not 
of late, in the Sale of Biſhops, and Dean and 
" BEI > 8 | Chapte 


"The Great Caſe of Tithes, G. 


Chapters-Lands, many of which alſo were as much 


Tithe-free; and ſo if they bought Land Tithe- free, 
as cheap as if they had paid Tithes ; they have had 
Profit enough, and may now well afford to pay 
with their Neighbours, 


Thirdly, To Pariſh Miniſters. 


And with theſe I deſire a little to expoſtulate the 
Matter, firſt, as touching the End of their Work; 
and ſecondly, as to the Way of their Maintenance. 
Their Work, as they pretend, is to preach the 
Goſpel, and to propagate Religion. Now I would 
alk them, why they ſuffer (not only ſo many Vil- 
lages, Country- Towns, and Pariſhes, but) even 
great and populous Cities and Market-Towns, and 
whole Corners of Countries, to lie deſtitute, who 
never could get any other Miniſter, than a poor 
Vicar or Reading Curate; they will preſently an- 
ſwer me, Here is no Maintenance, and without that 
they cannot live. If I aſk them farther, why there 
1s no Maintenance ? They will tell me, Ir is either 
a City or Market-Town, to which there belongs 
no Land, and fo no Tithes ; or it is an Impropria- 
tion, and pays only a ſmall Stipend ; or the Lands 
are Tithe free, or claim Cuſtoms and Preſcriptions, 
and only pay ſmall Rates for Tithes ; or otherwiſe 
the People have converted their arable Lands into 


Paſtures, and their Tithe is of ſmall Value, and 


will not afford a Maintenance. I would yet aſk 
them again, Is not a third Part of the Nation in 
this Condition ? And muſt they never have an able 
Miniſter ? Have they no Share in your Goſpel, be- 
cauſe they have no Maintenance ? Are none of you 
called to ſuch Places? Or hath Chriſt no Seed of 
Election amongſt them? If this be not your Doc- 
trine, yet your Practice preacheth it. And if you 

were really for ſpreading your Goſpel, and en- 
Ls | =” larging 
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larging Profeſſſon, you would forthwith throw 
away Tithes; for ſo long as they continue, there j 
can never be any Poſſibility or raiſing Maintenance I, 
in ſuch Places. ( 
And ſecondly, as to FM Maintenance, is there 
any Indifferency, Equality, Proportion or Juſtice, Ml ;, 
in their preſent Way of Tithing? One Man pleads | 
he is to pay nothing to a Miniſter, becaufe the Pope Wl } 
hath given him a Diſpenſation, and made his and WI 
Tithe- free. Another Man faith, he hath a Pre. 
ſcription to pay but a Penny (it may be) for the Ml ; 
Value of a Shilling. Another ſaith, he hath con- 
verted his Lands into Paſtures, and hath by his 
Artifice ſo ordered it, that little is due for Tithes, 
Another faith, he dwells in a City or Market-Town, | 
and hath no Land, tho' it's like he gains more by 
Trade, than ten poor Country- men that pay Tithes 
do by their Lands. Another faith, he pays Tithe 
to an Impropriator, and he cannot afford to pay 
both him and a Miniſter, Is this your equal Way 
of Maintenance, ſo long upheld and pleaded tor ? 
And have you not a more righteous Rule ? The 
Rich generally pay little, and the poor Huſband- 
man bears the Burden, even he that ſupplies the 
Nation with the Staff of Bread, who is notwith- 
ſtanding at more Charge in his Huſbandry than any 
other; and out of the Tithe'of ſuch Country Pa. 
riſhes of Tillage, generally great Sums are paid 
for Augmentations; to Cities and -Market-Towns, 
when the Inhabitants, that have far greater Gains 
by Trading, go free. For Shame, at length fol- 
low the Example of your neighbouring Reformed 
Churches, and throw away Tithes as an old Relick 
of Popery, and no longer halt between two, and 
betake yourſelves to a more Goſpel-like Way of 
Maintenance; for Light now Tropa torth, and 
Pretences will no longer cover. 
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It's like you will anſwer, Ve confeſs, the preſent 
Way of Maintenance by Tithes is very unequal, un- 
leſs the whole Nation could be brought to quit all their 
Cuſtoms and Prejcriptions, and pay Tithe in Kind; 
and alſo all Merchants and Tradeſmen would pay the 
teuth Part of their Gains, as wwas by the Pope en- 


jvined, but that will never be done, and therefore. it's 


better to hold ſame, than lobſe all; for we know not 
what better Way wauld be provided: But ſhew us, 
how we may have a comfortable and certain Mainte- 
ance, and more like the Goſpel, and we ſhall moſt 
willingly quit the one, and embrace the other. 


To this I anſwer, That there is a Way, which 
as it would eſtabliſh the Nation upon a ſure Foun- 
dation of true Freedom (as to the Conſcience) 
giving Content to all ſeparated Congregations, 
Societies ana Perſons ; fo would it upon the ſame 
Baſis of Liberty, hold forth full Satisfaction to all 
People .of the Nation, both as to Miniſtry and 
Maintenance, and would be as acceptable to every 
one, as the taking away Tithes. But I have. ſaid 
enough at once, and when this 1s a little digeſted, 
the other will be more fit to be propoſed. 

Only to ſuch as fear Confuſion, or Trouble, 
or Loſs to the Nation, by taking away Tithes, 
I would ſay a few Words: Do but look into al- 
moſt every Country-Town, and there ſhall you, find 
Debate, Strife and Variance, either between Man 
and Man, or between Pariſhes and their Miniſters, 
either about Tithe itſelf, the Quantity, or the ſet- 
ting it out 3 look into Courts, and there you ſhall 
find Suit upon Suit; and at Aſſizes, and before 
Juſtices of Peace, Multitudes of Trials and Judg- 
ments about them: Look into Prifons, and there 
you ſhall find not a ſew reſtrained, and lying under 
great Oppreſſions, becauſe they cannot pay them: 
And theſe Suits and Troubles are daily W 
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hinder the Improvement of the Nation, which 
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and the Number of thoſe that will not pay them, 
and thefe are no ſmall Confuſions in our State; for 
it is evident, there are more Suits, and Strife, and 
Difference about Tithes, than any one Thing what- 
ſoever in the Nation; and how ſoon might all theſe 
be ended, and every one fatisfied, by ſating away 
Tithes ? And then do but look upon the many 
Moors, Commons and Waſtes, in the Nation, 
amounting to a full third Part of the whole, as hath 
been computed, to the many great Paſtures and 
Meadows decayed for want of Tillage; to the 
many Countries which are turned into Paſtures and 
Meadows, becauſe of the great Charge of Tillage, 
Huſbandry, and the unreaſonable Payment of a 
clear tenth Part, which in moſt Places is half the 
Profit ; and it will be found, nothing does ſo much 


11 


11 


would eaſe the puvlick Burdens, and would ſoon 
be of more Advantage than Firſt-ſruits and Tenths, 
Nothipg ſo much hinders Tillage, which often puts 
the Nation upon Hazard of Ruin, and forceth us 
to ſeek Bread out of other Countries at immoderate 
Rates; whenas this Nation is generally fo fit for 
Corn, that it might be as a rich Granary, not only 
for our own Supply, but Relief of our Neighbours 
when they want. I might ſay a great deal more 
upon this Subject, but much to this Purpoſe hath 
been faid by others, and therefore I ſhall conclude. 


And let nv Man henceforth think it ftrange, thai 
any ſhould refuſe to pay Tithes; but ratber wonder, 
that any will do it. a Cab op TO 
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5 H E only Command from God, that we 
5 read of in Holy Scripture, for the Pay- 
ment of Tithes, was given by Moſes, to the 
People of Jrael, in the Time of the Levitical 
Law. Then God firſt reſerved to himſelf the Tithe 
* of the Land of Canaan, Lev. xxvii. 30. which he 
did for this reaſon, that, intending to take the 
* Tribe of Levi more peculiarly into his Service (as 
he did, Numb. in. 6. inſtead of, or in Exchange 
for all the Firſt-born of 1/-ae!, Ver. 12, 13, and 
* 45. and Chap. vii. Ver. 18. Having before re- 
* ſerved and appropriated the Firſt- born to himſelf, 
* Exod, xiii. 2.) he might beſtow thoſe Tithes on 
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the Lewites, for and towards the Maintenance of 
that whole Tribe, as a Reward for their Service | 
in the Tabernacle of the Congregation, Numb, 
xvili. 21, 31. and in lieu of, and Compenſation 
for, their Part or Share of ind in the Land of 
Canaan, which thereupon they were expreſiy eut 
off from, Ver. 20, 23, 24. 

« 2, Now although it was grounded on a Prin- 
ciple of moral Jultice and Equity, that the Le- 
dies, thus engaged in a continual Attendance on 
a publick Service, and ſhut out. from their Share 
in the Inheritance of the promiſed Land, ſhould 
receive a ſufficient Maintenance from them for 
whom they performed that Service, and who en- 
joyed their Part of the Land: Yet the aſcertain- 
ing of the Quola of that Maintenance to the exact 
Proportion of a tenth Part of the Increaſe of the 
Land, was not grounded on moral Juſtice, but 
had its Dependance on the Ceremonial Law, 
adapted and limited to the Polity of that Dit- 
penſation and People only, And that it might 
not be extended beyond its appointed Time and 
Bounds, it pleaſed the Divine Wiſdom, to ſubject 
it to ſuch Ceremonial Circumſtances, as plainly 
rank it amongſt thoſe carnal Ordinances (Rites or 
Ceremonies) which were impoſed but 7:1] the Time 
of Reformation, ſpoken of Heb. ix. 10. For as 
God appointed the Levites to be offered for a 
WWave-Offering by Moſes, in the Name and on the 
Behalf of the Children of [ae], when he ſaid to 
Moſes, Thou ſhalt bring the Levites 10 the Taber- 
nacle of the Congregation, and thoy ſhalt gather 
the whole Aſſembly of the Children of lirael toge- 
tber; and thou ſhalt bring the Levites before il 
Lord, and the Children of Iſrael ſpall put their 
Hands upon the Levites : And Aaron hall offer 
(in the Margin Wave) the Levites before the 
Lord, for an Nin (in the Margin Warvt- 
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Offering) of the Children of | Iſrael, that they may 
« execute. the Service of the Lord, Numb. viii. , 
© 10, 11. So the Tithes, which were affigned for 
the Maintenance of the Levites, were to be firſt 
© offered, by the People, as an Heave-Offering unto 
the Lord, (The Tubes of the Children of Ifrael, 
© which they. offer as an Heave-Offermg unto the 
Ford, I bave given to the Levites, &c. Numb. 
e xvill. 24.) And even the Tithe of thoſe Tithes, 
« which the Levites were to yield unto the Prieſts, 
were to be offered by the Levites, as an 4. oY 
* Offering to the Lord, before the Prieſts m 
have them. Thus ſpeak unto the Levites, i 
God to Moſes) and ſay unto them, When ye take 
, the Children of Iirael the Tithe which I have 
given you from them for your Inheritance ; then ye 
* ſhall offer up an Heave-Offering of it for the Lord, 
even a tenth Part of the Tithe, And this your 
* Heave-Offering ſhall be reckoned unto you, as tho 
* it were the Corn of the Threſhing-floor, &c. Thus 
«© ye alſo Shall offer an Heave-Offering unto the Lord, 
* of all your Tithes, which ye receive of the Children 
6 of Iſrael: And ye ſhall give there of the Lord's 


* Heave-Offering to "Avon the Prieſt, Ver. 26, 27, 


28. This makes it evident, beyond doubting; 
chat the Tithes which were given by the People 
to the Levites, and by the Levites to the Prieſts, 


Ceremonial Law, as that. Priefthood- had; and 
were to ſtand no longer than that Law and that 
Prieſthood ftood : Which was but till Shilob came, 
* and by the Offering of himſelf once for all, 
had put an End to all the ſhadowy Offerings 
8 URGE that Law. 

This the Author of the Epiſtle to the He- 
0 1 did ſo well underſtand, that he poſitively 
declared, that tz Lauitical Prigſtbood being 
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c 8 there was made of Neceſſity a Change 4 0 
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under the Law, had their Dependance on the 
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f the Law, (of that Law, by which that Prieſt. 
© hood and the Maintenance of it had ſtood) See 
« Heb. vii. 12. And*tis alſo evident from. SCrip- 
£ ture and primitive Antiquity, that neither the 
Apoſtles themſelves, nor (for fome Ages after 
them) any of the Chriſtians did meddle with, or 
at all concern themſelves about Tithes ; but let 
< them totally fall, as they did the other abrogated 
c Part, viz. Offerings, Sc. and of the Ceremonial 
c Far of Moſes. 
4. But after that the Myſtery of Iniquity, 
« which in the Apoſtles Time began to work 
© (2 Theſſ. ii. 7.) had wrought to that Degree 
£ amonglt ſome Chriſtians, and had drawn them ſo } 
« far from the Purity and Simplicity of the Goſpel, 
as to form and model the Church in many 
Things, by and according to the Jewiſh Pattern 
« amongſt other Ceremonial Parts of the Fewiſh 
Religion, which had been aboliſhed by the 
Coming and Death of Chriſt, Tithes were preach- | 
ed up again (about the Latter-end of the fourth 
Century, and Beginning of the fifth) by ſome, at 
« firſt, under the Notion of Alms and Charity (be- 
« cauſe Part of the Tithes under the 1 Law 
« were appointed for the Maintenance of the Father- 
« leſs, the Widow, and the Stranger, Deut. xiv, 
< 28, 29.) and by others, as then {till due by the 
c Moſaic Law, which had required them to be paid 
to the Levitical Prieſthood. Which Plea after- 
c wards (Corruptions increaſing in the Church, and 
in thoſe eſpecially who were called the Church- 
men, or Clergy) more and more prevailing, the 
Payment of Tithes was re-introduced, as due by 
« thoſe Levitical Laws, which had been given to 
6 the J/raelites of old. And upon that Bottom 
Tithes have ſtood, been claimed, and the Claim 
6 defended unto this Day. 0 


N97 
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t. 6 5. Nov, not only he that thus claims and re- 
ee ceives Tithes; 3 but he that conſents to, and com- 
o. Wl * plics with ſuch Claim, by paying Tithes thus 
he brought in, and thus claimed, doth thereby im- 
er c plicitly, and virtually (at leaſt) deny that Chriſt 
or bas put an End to the Ceremonial Law of Moyes, 
et Land conſequently that he is come, and hath ſuf- 
ed fered in his Fleſh for Mankind. And that this 
al may appear as plain as is poſſible, I ſhall draw 
the Matter into an Argument, thus: 
7 Jo uphold any Thing, as ſtill in Force, which 


k was to be taken away, and ceaſe at and by 
ce < the Death of Chriſt, is to deny that Chriſt is 
ſo | come, and hath ſuffered in his Fleſh for 
, 0 Mankind. | 

y But to receive, or pay Tithes now, is to uphold 
n © a Thing, as ſtill in Force, which was to be 
/h © taken away, and ceale at and by the — 
1e © of Chriſt ; 

h- W © Therefore to receive, or pay Tithes now, is to 
th 5 deny that Chriſt 1 % come, and hath ſuffered 
at c in his Fleſh for Mankind. 


2 The Major muſt be granted, and the Minor I 
w Wl * thus prove. 


r- Whatſoever was a Pari of the Ceremonial 
. © Law of Moſes, was to be taken away, and 
ie cdeaſe at and by the Death of Chriſt; 

d W But Tithes were a Part of the Ceremonial Law 
r « of Moſes; | | 
d Therefore Tithes were to be taken away, wad 
. « ceaſe at and by the Death of Chriſt . 

e © The Major here again is unexceptionable; and 
che Minor is thus proved: 

0 Every Heave- Offering among the Jews was 
n © a Part of the Ceremonial Law of Moſes; 
n But Tithes were an Heave-Offering among the 


C * Jews, Numb. xvili. 10 
Therefore 
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© of the Perfon to whom, or the Uſe for whic 


“nia of the Coming and Death of Chi. Hence 
it is, that Tithes have been, and are common! 


needs have ended it, is not yet come, nor has yet 


_ © itſelf ſo clear and plain, that it needs no Illuſtra- 


before concerning Tithes in general, to wil 


6 
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inquire into thoſe Tithes, which are called * 


An APT EN DIX 5 

Therefore Tithes were a Part ef the Cetcmy 
_ © nnal Law of Moſes. EN DIO 
< 6. By this it appears, that without Regard had 


\\ 


© Tithes are paid, the paying of Tithes (as well a 
« the receiving them) being 4 Part of the abro/ 
« gated Ceremonial Law of Moſes, imports a De: 


called Anlichriſtian, or againſt Chriſt. And hence 
< hath ariſen that Saying (often uſed not only by 
© our ancient Friends, but by ſome of the Martyr 
long before) viz. He that pays Tithes, doth thereh 
deny that Chriſt is come in the Fleſh. That Cond 
« cluſion could not have been drawn, from the pay 
ing of Tithes to a wrong Miniſtry, or for a wrong 
« Ule only, though ſuch Payment be evil: Nor 
could any Thing juſtify that Inference, but th: 
Conſideration that Tithes, depending on the Cere 
s remonial Law of Moſes, which muſt of neceflit 
and in courſe fall, and ceaſe when Chriſt ſuffered ; 
© the paying of Tithes carries in it a Suppoſal, that 
that Law is not yet eeaſed, but is ſtil] in Force: 
And conſequently that Chriſt, whoſe Death mult 


© ſuffered in his Fleſh for Mankind. 

7. That other Objection, not leſs weighty than 
common againſt paying Tithes to the Clergy, 
* ſo called, viz. The Unlawfulneſs of upholding 6 
« falſe Miniſtry, to perform a falſe Worſhip (being 


tion) I ſhall, in this Diſcourſe, no farther meddle 
with, than to obſerve in my way, how far it ma 
affect thoſe Tithes alſo, which the Impropriator 
claim. Wherefore having premiſed what is {ad 


Hand, or for what Uſe ſoever paid, let. us nov 


- 


* propriate, 
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ne . — ——— TOS. Yar 24" 
had O F 50 
10 | 
'Y liproPRLATE TITHES. 
De. 8 | 1 
nc 1. INH AT theſe Tithes, which are claimed 
ay by the Impropriators, are of the ſame 
nc Nature, and ſtand originally on the fame Root 
by and Ground, on which the other Tithes ſtand, 
yr which are claimed and exacted by the Prieſts, is 
ch evident from hence, that they were all heretg- 
on- ßfore, theſe as well as thoſe, claimed by, and paid 
ay to ſome or other of the Romiſb Clergy, or their 
ono Appendices, the religious Orders, ſo called, and 
Lor upon the ſame Foot. That is, Theſe Impropriate 
tha Tithes were paid to thoſe religious Orders or 
ere Houſes, as being due to God, by Virtue of the 
lit Levitic Law; as well as the other Tithes were 
d paid to the Pariſh-Prieſts, on the ſame ſuppoſed 
hai Right, from the ſame Law. But how theſe 
ce Tithes came to thoſe religious Houſes firſt, and 
with how afterwards from them to the Impropriators, 
yell is next to be inquired, h 

2. Until the Lateran Council, (fo named, be- 
nan * cauſe it was holden in the Pope's Palace at Rome, 
21, © called the Lateran) in the Year 1215, it was in 
7 of © the Choice of every Man to give his Tithes to 
ing what Church he pleafed, ſo he gave them to 
ra- ſome Church. And even after that Council, the 


de * Popes, as Heads of that Church, by their diſ- 
nay pencing Power, did give leave to ſuch as would 
fue, and pay for it, to give their Tithes from the 


(whether Monks, Friars, or Nuns) as they were 
* beſt affected to. By which means, the Pariſh- 
* Pricſts (called Seculars) and thoſe of the ſeveral 
1 5 © religious 


* Pariſh-Prieſt, to ſuch Order of religious People 
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« religious Orders (called by a general Title, Re 
« gulars) being left to ſeramble as they could, fol 
Maintenance, the Regulars (mendicant Friars 
and others) ſwarming in all Places, and pretend 
< ing, at leaſt, to greater Sanctity, and Auſterity 
< of Life, than the Pariſh-Prieſts, prevailed with 
the People, either living or dying, to give not 
© only very conſiderable Eſtates in Lands, but alſo 
the Tithes of other Lands, and of whole Pariſhes, 
from the Pariſh-Prieſts, to their religious Houſes 
or Convents. 
3. The Tithes, or Parſonages, ſo given, were 
« then called Appropriations, becauſe they were 
« appropriated to this, that, or the other religious 
© Houſe or Convent. And I have read, tha 
© there were in Ergland about 3845 Parſonages 
thus appropriated. And as Tithes were then held 
to be due to God and holy Church, and thoſe re- 
ligious Orders were reputed a Part of that 
Church: So the Tithes as well as the Lands thus 
given them, were continued to them, and pol; 
« {efled by them, till that general Storm aroſe, in 
K. Henry 8. his Time, which overturned thoſe 
religious Houſes and Orders together. And here, 
by the way, it may be noted, That while thoſe 
religious Houſes ſtood, a great Part of the Lands 
which had been given to them, were, by Papal 
Authority exempted from paying Tithes : Whence 
it is, that many of thoſe Eſtates, which had be. 
longed to thoſe religious Houſes, remain diſ- 
charged from the Burthen of Tithes ſtill. 
4. As Tithes were ſet up here on the Authority 
of the Levitic Law, and in Imitation of the 
Zewiſh Practice, conſonant to that Law: So while 
thoſe religious Houſes ſtood, and the Pope 
Power prevailed here, not only the Seculars 0 
Pariſh- Prieſts, but all thoſe Regulars who received 
* Tithez, were bound to pay the Tenths out of ths 
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( Tithes they received to the Head of their Church, 


i the Pope, as the Levites, under the Ceremonial 
Law, were required to do to the Prieſts. 

« 5, But after that K. Hen. 8. (upon a Quarrel 
between the Pope and him, about his Divorce 
from his firſt Queen Katherine, which he earneſtly 
« deſired, and the Pope would not grant) fell off 
from the Pope, (though not from Popery : For 
© after that, he retained the moſt pernicious Doc- 
© trines of the Romiſh᷑ Church, contained in the ſix 
Articles, and burnt ſome for denying them) he 
© threw off the Pope's Supremacy here, and aſſumed 
it to himſelf ; declaring himſelf, and being de- 
clared, firſt by the Clergy in their Convocation, 
and foon after by Lords and Commons in Parlia- 
ment, The only ſupream Head in Earth of the 
* Church of England. This was done by the Statute 
of 26 Hen. 8. c. 1. And therein it is enacted, 
* That the King, his Heirs and Succeſſors, Kings of 
* this Realm, ſhall be taken, accepted and reputed 
* the only ſupream Head in Earth of the Church of 
England. And fhall have and enjoy, annexed and 
united to the Imperial Crown of this Realm, as well 
* the Title and Slile thereof, as all Honours, Digni- 
© ties, Pre-eminences, Furiſdiftions, Privileges, Al- 
© thorities, Immunities, Profits and Commodities to the 
* ſaid Dignity of ſupream Head of the ſame Church be- 
« longing and appertaining. Aud ſhall have full Power 
and Authority, from time 10 lime, to viſit, repreſs, 
© redreſs, reform, order, correct, reſtrain and amend 
all fuch Errors, Hereſies, Abuſes, Offences, Con- 
© tempts and Enormities whatſoever they be, which by 
any manner of ſpiritual Authority and Juriſdiction 
© oupht, or may lawfully be reformed, repreſſed, or. 
© dered, redreſſed, corrected, reſtrained or amended, 
* &c. By which it is evident, the Intention of the 
Parliament then was to transfer, confer and ſettle 
d unto and upon K. Henry all the Powers, Profits and 
1 5 85 « Privileges, 
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'Y Privileges, which had been before ſuppoſed ko 
in, or belong to, or had been enjoyed or exerciſe 
by the Pope, while he was received as ſuprean 
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Head of the Church. 1 | iT} 
6. And therefore, as the Pope, while he . 
© tained the Supremacy here, had the Firſt- fruit be. 
(which are the Profits of every Spiritual or Eccle [x 


« fialſtical Living for one Year) upon the advancing 
of any Eccleſiaſtical Perſon to ſuch a Living 
and allo the Tenths, that is, the tenth Part of all 
the Tithes : So theſe two Revenues, as appen 
dant to that Supremacy, followed it; being ſet 
« tled on the King, in the ſame Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment, wherein the Supremacy was veſted in him. 
The Words of the Statute, 26 H. 8. c. 3. re 
lating to the Fir ſt- fruits, are theſe. That for th 
* more ſurety of Continuance and Augmentation of his 
« Highneſs Royal Eſtate, being not only now recog- 
* nized (as be always indeed hath beretefore been) 
the only ſupream Head in Earth, next and imme- 
 diately under God, of the Church of England, but 
© alſo their moſt aſſured and unabubted natural Sove- 
« raign Liege, Lord and King, &c. It may therefore 
< be enacted and ordained by, &c. That the Kny's 
* Highneſs, his Heirs and Succeſſors, Kings of ibis 
« Realm, ſhall have and enjoy from time ie time, 0 
* endure for ever, of every ſuch Perſon and Perjons, 
« which at any Time after the frſt Day of January 

© next ſhall be nominated, elefed, perfected, preſent:d, 
« collated, or by any other means appointed to have ai 

« Archbiſhoprick, Abbacy, Monaſtery, Priory, Col. 

lege, Hoſpital, Archdeaconry, Deanry, Proveſſhip, 

* Prebend, Parſonage, Vicarage, Chauntry, Frei- 

«* Chapel, or other Dignity, Benefice, Office, or Pri- 

motion Spiritual, wvithin this Realm, or elſewhere 

* within any of the King's Dominions, of what Name, 

Nature, or Quality ſoever they be, or lo quhok 

Foundation, Paironage, or Gift ſoever SRI, 
1 I 


4 E. 4 


4 


eat - itnes, Ye. 
the Firſt. fruits, . Revenues and Profits for ane Year 
of every, ſuch Archbiſhoprick, Biſhoprick, Abby, 
i Monaſtery, Priory, Parſinage, Vicarage, &c. 
i Then (after Proviſions made for finding out the 
Value of thoſe Spiritual Livings, and for paying, 
(receiving and recovering thoſe Firft-fruits). the 
(Settlement of the Tenths (that other part of the 
i Pope's Revenue) upon the King, follows, in the 
ame Statute in theſe Words. 

And over this, be it enafted by Authority afore- 
ſaid, that the King's Majeſty, his Heirs and $uc- 


« ceſſors, Kings of this Realm, for more Augmenta- 


Imperial Crown. and Dignity of ſupream Head of 
i the Church of England, hall Yearly have, take, 
enjoy and receive, united and knit to his Imperial 
& Crown for ever, one Yearly Rent or Penſion, 
0% ancunting to the Value of the tenth Part of all 
ene Revenues, Rents, Farms, Tuhes, Offerings, 


nf Emoluments, and of all other Profits, as well called 


3 Heiritual as Temporal, now appertainng or belong- 
pe- ig, or that hereafter ſhall belong io any Arch- 
oro biſboprick, Biſhoprick, Abbacy, Monaſtery, Priory, 
1's Archdeaconry, Deanry, Hoſpital, College, Houſe- 
tf Collegiate, Prebend, Catbedral- Church, Collegiate- 


of Church, Conventual-Church, Parſonage, Vicarage, 


, Chauntry, Free-Chapel, or other Benefice or Pro- 
ary Wl notion Spiritual, of what Name, Nature, or Quality 
ever they be, within any. Diaceſs of this Realm, cr 
i Wales, Sc. And ſo goes on to direct the 
. Time, Place and Manner of Payment of theſe 
in, Tenths, with the Penalty for Non-payment. 
26. © 7- Thus were theſe two great Pillars of Papal 
0. WI Supremacy ( Firſt-fruuts and Tenths) transferr'd 
from the Pope, (the old Head) to the King, (the 
ne, new Head of the Church,) to ſupport and main- 
dann that Headſhip in him, as they had done before 
„in the Pope. n ne 
[FS ue 88 King 
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ion and Maintenance of the Royal Eſtate of his 
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© King was no ſooner poſſeſſed of, than he beg 
c to exerciſe it amongſt thoſe religious Orders, fl 
© preſſing (as Herbert, in his Life, p. 379, relatt 

the Obſervant Friats at Greenwich, Canterby 
Richmond, and other Places, and ſubſtituting t 
Auguſtines in their Places. Which he did (fi 
Herbert there) for the finding out how his Peg 
would take his Deſign of putting down relipy 
Flouſes : To which he proceeded the next Ye; 
beginning with the lefler Sort, and ſuppreſſing: 
thoſe Monaſteries, Priories, and other religio 
Houſes of Monks, Canons, and Nuns, which h. 
not in Lands, Tenements, Rents, Tithes, Po 
tions and other Hereditaments, above the cl: 
Yearly Value of two Hundred Pounds, B 
which means 376 of thoſe religious Houſes bein 
diſſolved, a Revenue of above thirty Thoufan 
Pounds a Year, belides an hundred Thouſ 
Pounds in Money raiſed by Sale, at low Rate 
of the Goods and Chattels, of thoſe Houſes ( 
Sum not ſmall in that Age) came to the King 
for Support of his Eccleſtaſtical Supremacy. 
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c 
8. The Statute, which countenanced this Proceed . 
ing, is the 27 of Hen. 8. cap. 28. And anew Cour 
called the Court of Augmentations, was then erect 
and ſettled by Parliament, for receiving and oi 
« dering theſe new acceſſional Revenues : The A 
for which, in our printed Statute-books, is ſet betoniy | 
that for the Suppreſſion of thoſe leſſer Monaſtericgl | 
il But though that, for ſuppreſſing thoſe Monaſterig | 
F be, by an Hyſteroſis, ſet after that for eſtabliſhing | 
\ the Court of Augmentations ; yet it muſt have veel | 
1 made before it; for it is recited in it. 
51 9. In that Statute, 27 Hen. 8. c. 28. for ſuf 
5 « preſſing thoſe ſmaller Monaſferies, mention 
L « made of Monaſteries, Abbies and Priories, whicl 
= © within one Year before the making of that 8 
| © tute, had been given and granted to the Kin 
* 8 
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by any Abbor, Prior, Abbeſs or Prioreſs, und 
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under their Convent-Seal, or that otherwiſe had 
been ſuppreſſed, or diſſolved. All which were, 
by that Statute confirmed to the King, and to 
« all thoſe, unto whom the King either then before 
had conveyed, or then after ſhould convey any 
Part or Parts thereof; To hold to them in like 
Manner, Form and Conditions, as the Abbots, 
Priors, Abbeſſes, Prioreſſes, and other chief 
Governours of any religious Houſes, which had 
the ſame, might or ought to have had if tney 
had not been ſuppreſſed. For upon the King's 
falling (as was noted beſore) upon the Obſervant 
Friars at Greenwich, and other Places, ſome of 
the more conſiderate of the Abbots, Priors, &c. 
ſeeing the Storm ariſing, which then threatned, 
and ſoon alter brought Deſtruction on thoſe | 
Orders, thought it better Policy to comply with 
the Times, and furrender upon Terms, in kopes 
to ſave ſomething, than hold out to the laſt, as 
many did, and loſe all. 

10. And indeed, the ſuppreſſing of thoſe 376 
leſſer Monaſteries, ſtruck ſo great a Fear into the 
greater, that the Statute made four Years after 
(31 Hen. 8. cap 13.) whereby the reſt of the reli- 
gious Houſes were given to the King, recites, 
That divers and fundry Abbots, &c. of their own 
free and voluntary Mind, ſince the fourth of Feb. 
in the 27 of his Reign, had by due Order of Latv, 
and by their fufficient Writings of Record, under 
their c onvent and Common Seals, {roerally given, 
granted, and confirmed to the King, his Heirs and 
Succeſſors for ever, all their ſaid Monaſteries, Ab- 
beys, Priories, &c. and all the Manours, Lordſbips, 
Lands, Tenements, Tithes, &c. ta them belong ing; 
and had voluntarily renounced, left and forjaken the | 
the fame. And therefore, in the ſaid Statute it 
is enacted, That the King ſhall have, bold, &c. 
all ſuch late del e. &c. and all the Sites, 
| G EEE ircuits, 
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« Circuits, Manours, Lands, Tenements, &c. there: 


WY 

* unto belonging. In the Enumeration of the Par. b& 

ö ticulars whereof, (which are many) Tithes, Par-. N 
| « ſonages, Appropriate, and Vicarages are expreſlyM , in 
i mentioned. All which (as likewile all other reli. WM, h. 


gious Houſes, with the Revenues thereof, which 
ſhould there-after be diſſolved, fuppreſſed, relin- 
quiſhed, forfeited, or given to the King, and 
which by that Statute are fettled on him) he 
was to hold and enjoy, in as large and ample 
Manner and Form, as the late Abbots, &c. had 
held, or of Right ought to have held the ſame, 
in Right of their ſaid late Monaſteries, Sc. 
© 11. From hence this Obſervation ariſes. That 
ſince thoſe religious Orders did hold the Tithes 
which they poſſeſſed, upon the ſuppoſed Right of 
their being due 1% God and Holy Church; which 
they held themſelves, and were by others holden 
to be a Part of; and the King received thoſe 
Tithes and Parſonages (amongtt the reſt of the 
Revenues of the religious Houſes) as well thoſe 
that were reſigned to him by the Governours of 
thoſe Houſes themſelves, as the reſt which by Act 
of Parliament he took, upon the ſame Right on 
which thoſe religious Orders had holden them: 
He alſo muſt hold them upon that ſuppoſed 
Right of their being due 1 God and Holy Church; 
which he then held himſelf, and was holden by 
all, both Clergy and Lanny, to be the only Su- 
pream Head of here in England, And as upon 
that ſuppoſed Right (of their being due 10 God 
aud Holy Church) on which the religious Houſes 
held them, they paſſed them from thoſe Houles 
to the King, as Supream Head of the Church: So 
on the ſame ſuppoſed Right (of their being dut 
to God and Holy Church) they paſſed from the 
King, as Supream Head of the Church, to thoſe 
(whether Spiritual or Lay- Perſons) aro win the 
e « King 
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De Great Caſe of Tithes, &c. 


© King granted them, For they ſtuck not long in 
the King's Hand; but he, of his own meer 
Motion, Liberality and Benignity (as the Statute 


5 in the 33d Year of his Reign, cap. 39. relates) 

had by that Time freely given and granted, &c. 
ag unto divers and ſundry of the Lords and Nobles, 

0 © as well Spiritual as Temporal, and unto divers 

© and many other Perſons and Bodies-politick, &c. 

K divers and many ſundry Honours, Caſtles, Ma- 

1 nours, Lands, Tenements, and among the reſt, 

ll © Refories, &c. 

OW <« 12. But great Care was taken to retain and 

“Kkeep up the Character of Spirituality, which had 

* © formerly been ſtamped upon thoſe Rectories, Par- 
5 ſonages, and other Revenues by Tithes, into what 
5 * Hands ſoever they were paſſed. And therefore, 

2 by the Statute of 32 Hen. 8. cap. 7. in caſe of 


* with-holding, or denying to pay the Tithes, all 
e Perſons claiming them (Impropriators as well as 
0 Prieſts) are reſtrained from ſuing in the Temporal 
ab Courts, and limited to the Eccleſiaſtical or Spiri- 
8 tual Courts only, for the Recovery of them. 
13. And that they might ſtil] have Dependence 
© upon the Supremacy, Care was taken, from the 
7 * firſt, by the Statute of 27 Hen. 8. cap. 27. That 
none of theſe Eſtates, which then had come, or 
ſhould come, from any of thoſe religious Houſes 
to the King, ſhould paſs from him by Grant 
to any Perſon whatſoever, without an expreſs 
1k Reſervation of a Tenth. And in a ſubſequent 
"Wl * Statute (33 Hen. 8. cap. 29.) Complaint being 
made, that although out of thoſe Grants, which 
: * the King had made to ſundry Perſons, of Ho- 
© nours, Caſtles, Manours, Lands, Tenements, Rec- 
e ries, Sc. (which were under the Survey of the 
Court of Augmentations) the Tenths had been re- 
I © {erved ;» yet the Perſons unto whom ſuch Grants 
had been made, though they had quietly enjoyed 
| | 3 and 


An APPENDIX to | 
© an] taken the Iſſues and Profits of thoſe Lathds, 
< ReQtories, Ec, had not paid the reſerved Ten\hs 
to the King: Proviſion was made in that Statuſe, 
by ſeveral Forfeitures and Nomine-Pænæ's to ei. 
force the Payment thereof. 1 

Nor was Care taken of the Eccleſiaſtical Head 
© (the King) only, but of the Eccleſiaſtical Mem. 
© bers (the Clergy) alſo : Many, if not moſt, of 
© which had Penſions, or Portions iſſuing out of 
« thoſe Parſonages, Rectories, or other Spiritual 
« Benefices (as they were counted) which the re- 
« ligious Orders held: For, beſides that upon the 
« increaſing of thoſe Appropriations, whereby the 
« Pariſh-Prieſts were pinch'd, there had been Pro- 
< viſton made. early, in the Time of King Richard 
the Second, for the Vicars, as well as for the 
Poor; the Statute of 15 Rich. 2. c. 6. directing, 
« That, upon the Appropriation of ſuch Churches, the 
Diocæ ſian of the Place (or Biſhop of the Dizceſs) 
« ſhall ordain, according to the Value of ſuch Churches, 
* a convenient Sum of Money to be paid and diſtri— 
« buted Nearly, of the Iruits and Profits of the ſame 
« Churches, to the poor Pariſhioners : And alſo, that 
E the Vicar be well and ſufficiently endowed, Which 
« Statute (ſo far, at leaſt, as concerned the Vicar) 
was afterwards confirmed by another Statute of 
4 Hen. 4. cap. 12. which expreſly ordains, That 
« the Statute of Appropriation of Churches, and of the 
< Endowment of Vicars in the ſame, made the 1 51h 
Near of King Rich. the Second, be firmly holden, 
and put in due Execution : I ſay, beſides theſe, 
© the Statute of 34 and 35 of Hen. 8. cap. 19, 
© takes Notice, That the Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Arch. 
* deacons, and other Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, of ball 
* Proviices of Canterbury and York, having fer. 
* merly, in right of their Churches received out 
* the late Monaſteries, &c. divers Penſions, and 
w 


© other Profits, had after the Difſclution of ibo 


1 H Auer, 


2. — — 


"Tv Great Coje of Tithe, Gs e 


| Houſes, been diſturbed and denied of the having, 
receiving and gathering of the ſaid Penſions, &c. 
ng Whereupon it is, in the ſaid Statute, enacted, 
« That if any Perſon or Perſons, being Farmer or 
Occupier of any Manours, Lands, Tenements, Par- 
& ſonages, Benefices or other Hereditaments of any of 
d. e ſaid late Monaſteries, &c. by the King's Gift, 
« Grant, Sale, Exchange, or otherwiſe, out of which 
any ſuch Penſions, &c. have been heretofore law- 
fully going, anſwered, or paid lo any of the Arch- 
a biſhops, Biſhops, Archdeacons, and ether Eccleſinſii- 
« cal Perſons aboveſaid, do, at any Time after the 


6 « firſs Day of April next coming, wilfully deny the 
4 Payment thereof, Then it ſhall be lawful for the 


id Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Archdeacons, or other 
a £ Eccleſiaſtical Perſons aforeſaid, being ſo denied; to 
« be ſatisfied and paid thereof, &c. to proceed in the 
>» WE Eccleſiaſtical Conrts, for the Recovery thereof. 
14. By which Statute, all Penſions payable to 
« Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Archdeacons, or other 
"> Wl « Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, that had been poſſeſſed 
« thereof, at or within ten Years next before the 


Time of the Diſſolution of the Monaſteries, out 
. © of the Parſonages, Rectories, or Tithes holden 


by the ſaid Monaſteries, Sc. are confirmed and 
WM + affured to ſuch Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Archdea- 


. cons, and other Eccleſiaſtical Perſons ſtill. 

© 15, So that, upon the whole, beſides what 

1 * hath been ſaid of Tithes in general, with reſpect 
* to the Judaizing, and denying of Chrift, by the 

5 Paying thereof (which extends alike to all Tithes, 


thaſe claimed by the Impropriator, as well as 
„ © thoſe claimed by the Prieſt) the Impropriate 
WM < Tithes being generally charged, either with ſome 
Payment to the Vicars, for enlarging of their 
; « Stipends, or with Penſions to the Archbiſhops, 
1 Biſhops, Archdeacons, and other Eccleſiaſticks : 
1 ſuch of them as are ſo charged, come under 
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« the ſame Objection, that is made againſt paying 
to the Prieſt, viz. The upholding of a falie 
« Miniſtry, to perform a falſe Worſhip. And if 
any Impropriation may be ſuppoſed to be free 
from all thoſe Charges; yet all Impropriators, ag 
well as Prieſts, being bound to pay the reſerved 
s Tenths to the King, as Supream Head of the 
Church (which were wont before to be paid to 
the Pope, while he was owned for Head of the 
8 Church) the paying of Tithes to an Impropriator, 
is a recognizing, and acknowledging of a Man 
(bad or good, Popiſh or Proteſl ant, as it happens) 
* to be the only Suprcam Head on Earth of the 
Church. Which is to ſet an Human Head to a 
Spiritual Body; and to diveſt and deprive our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt of his undoubted Right, who 
the Apoſtle ſays exprefly, is the Head of the Body, 
the Church, Col. i. 18. And that not of Man's 
making or appointing z but God, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
hath given him to be the Head over all T ings to the 
Church, which is his Bedy, Eph. i. 22, 23. 


* 
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In or about the Year 1646, which was before this 
People were diſtinguiſh'd for that Tenet, or the 
Nick-name of Puaker invented, ſeveral Tracts were 


Mayor of London, againſt the Sr A Es impoſing the 
Payment of Tithes, as inconſiſtent with the Doc- 
trines of the New - Teſtament and Principles of the 
Reformation, Thoſe which have been tranſmitted 
flown to us, are under the following Titles, vix. 
Tithe-Gatherers no Goſpel- Officers. | 
The Indiftment_ of Tithes of ſeveral criminal Arti 
cles, &c. Exbibited before the Lord Mayor of tbe il. 
City of London, by divers Citizens. 
A Leiter to the Lord Mayor, by the Inhabitanis 
of All- Flallos, Barking Pariſh, London, demon- 


frating 
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"The Oreat Caſe Tithes, Sc. 


ſrating that Tithes, in the Time of the Goſpel, ought 
net 20 Ge paid, | i 

An Anſwer given to the Lord Mayor of the City of 
London, concerning Titbes, by Nicholas Waterſon. 

Reaſons given by Thomas Bennet, concerning the 
unjuſt Exattion of Tithes : Addreſſed to Thomas 
Adams, Lord Mayor of the City of London. 

The laſt of theſe we ſhall preſent to the Reader 
as a Specimen of the whole, and to ſhew that the 
Sentiments of the People call'd 2zakers, on this 
Article, were not ſingular, nor a Novelty. 


« Right Honourable, 

c HEREAS I have been thele thirteen 
Times commanded before your Honour, 
and your Lordſhip's Predeceſſors, for the Denial 
of Tithes, and now at length you have been 
£ pleaſed to permit me Freedom to deliver in mine 
WM © fer in writing: I have therefore preſumed, 
© from your Lordſhip's Permiſſion, to preſent your 
Honour with theſe enſuing Reaſons. 


© Ordinance, then they muft be of an Evangelical 
* Inſtitution, even from the Command of Chriſt, 
© as well as other Goſpel Ordinances : But we find 
no other Ordinance for the Exaction of Tithes 
no, but a bare Moſaical Ordinance, Therefore 
* Tithes are no Goſpel Ordinance. 

2. My Lord, Tithes were never ordained, but 
for the Wages of Typical Services; therefore to 
continue the Wages of ſuch Work, cannot in 
Equity be without the Continuance of the Work: 
Which is a flat Denial of Chriſt's coming in the 
« Fleſh. | 


ment for Tithes, were only to receive them of 
© their Brethren, Heb. vii. 5. that is, of the other 


* twelve Tribes; therefore not of the Gentiles; 
3 G 4 . 


© 1. My Lord, if Tithes under the Goſpel be an 


« 3. My Lord, Thoſe that had the Command- 
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nor were Gentiles, 
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by that Command, bound 
thereto; and it not in Maſes his Time, much 
55 now. 

4. My Lord, They were impoſed upon the 
Land of Canaan, therefore not upon England or 
Engliſhmen, being no Part of Canaan, or the 
People any of the twelve Tribes. And the Jews 
to this Day terminate the Equity of Tithes to 
their own Land, as Mr. Selden, a Member of 
the Houſe of Commons, writeth in his e 
of 1 

5. My Lord, When the Law of Tithes was in 
1 orce, it was only of the Seed of the Ground, the 


Fruit of the Trees, and of four-footed Beaſts, 


Levit. xxvli. 30, 32. Therefore the Tithe of our 
Pullen, as of Goflins, Chickens, &c. which have 
but two Feet apiece, and cannot be reputed to 
be of the Herd or Flock, that paſſeth under the 
Rod; nor any Tithe of Houſes, which neither 
grow, nor bring forth Seed, can be concluded 
from the Law of Tithes. 
© 6. My Lord, The Levites paid the Tenth of 
their Tithes to Aaron the Prieſt, Numb. xvin. 26, 
27, 28, 29. yea, the Fatherleſs, the Widow and 
Stranger, were ranked with the Levite, for the 
Maintenance of Tubes, Deut. xiv. 29. XVi. 12. 
and were to eat, and to be ſatisfied therewith: 
Therefore from their Example, our Clergy un- 
Jolly exact the whole Tithes to themſelves. 
The Laity offered the Firſt- fruits unto the 
Piel in Ears of Wheat, Barley, Sc. in what 
Quantity the Owner would, Exod. xxiii. 19. Deul. 
xviii. 4. Therefore from their Example, there 
can be no Exaction of this or that Quantity. 
< 8, My Lord, they as well, from the Example 
of Moſes his Prieſts, may take Tithe of our Chil- 
dren ; for the Firſt-born, whether of Man or 
Eeaſt, fell to the Prieſt, Numb. xvill. 15. So thy 
6 1 


e e , or 


if our Clergy will have thoſe Prieſts to be their 
Example, then every Male that firſt openeth the Ma- 
{rix, is due unto the Clergy, And I ſuppoſe, they 
; would exact it, had they but Power to impoſe 
* Redemption Money upon them, the Value of fue 
i Shekels, after the Shekel of the Sanctuary, which is 
ſchenty Gerabs, upon every Firſt-born Male, as 
« Moſes's Prieſts had. | 1 85 b 
© 9. My Lord, When the Law of Tithes was in 
Force, there was no Compulſion uſed for them, 
nor did Moſes give any Commiſſion to the Levites 
to exact them by Force: The Lord only ſent 
his Prophets to complain againſt them that did 
© ror pay them. Mal. iii. 9, 10. Neb. xiii. 10, 


"eg  ngy, Ye oy 


— 


CY 


11, 12. | | 
C « 10. My Lord, The Prieſthood and Command- 
ment is changed, and one of another Tribe, even 
e of the Tribe of Judab, of which Moſes ſpake 
r W nothing concerning the Prieſthood ; no not fo 
d much as to receive Tithes, Heb. vii. 11. There- 


fore to ſpeak, that of the Miniſtry of our Lord, 
ft We which ſprung from Judab, which was ſpoken of 
„che Tribe of Aaron, whereof Tithes. were one 
a main Thing, is to make our Lord to be of the 
e Tribe of Aaron, = 
. © 11. My Lord, All the Supply, which the Goſ- 
: WF pcl ordaineth, is a Firſt-day Collection, or volun- 
- W tary Contribution to the Neceſſities of the poor 
Saints, 1 Gor, XVI. 2. 2 CO. K. 1, 5 7. 
e * 12. My Lord, An Elder of a Church cannot 
hay Claim to any Supply barely by Virtue of El- 
* derſhip, no more than a Saint by Virtue of Saint- 
* ſhip, but both fimply as poor Saints. For Evan- 
gelical Supply was only devoted to Neceſſity: 
The poor Man's Box was the Inheritance or Por- 
tion of the poor Saints, whether Elders, or other 
Members. 8 X off 


13. It 


a 0 As Zi P Peers Fora —— — . — — . 


——— 


of penal Laws, thenceforth ceaſes 10 be a Goſpel- Ma inten uit. 


An APPENDIX 170 


13. It is to be acknowledged as a Gift 9 
Courteſy, (a) 2 Cor. viii. 4. Phil. iv. 17. Bu 0 
to exact by Compulſion, is contrary to the Na 
ture of Courtety ; that were of Violence, not 0 1 
Gilt. | 
© 14. All that Chriſt ordained the Twelve, and In 
the Seventy, which he ſent out, to take, was by 
to eat and drink ſuch Things as were ſet befor 2 
them ; making that to be all his Labourers ſoul b) 
account themſelves worthy of. Luke x. 7, 8. ge 
« 15. My Lord, It is unreaſonable for a Shepherd IN 


ee OA aA 


 , _ E.G 


© to exact the Milk of that Flock, which he dot © 

c not feed; for the Flock which he feedeth; is thei 7 

£ Flock of whoſe Milk he muſt eat, 1 Cor. ix. 7. 600 

therefore the Clergy-Shepherds may not exact the be 
Milk of the Flocks that are not fed by them. 

| 1 © 16 My [ 

. and 


(a) As the Goſpel itſelf in its own Nature, is equally free Tre 
in all Ages, and the Miniſters of the Goſpel are ſo too, ini, 
reſpect of its Publication (ſo as not to preach the GoſpelMC/,, 
becauſe human Laws command, nor to forbear to preach it 
hecauſe human Laws forbid) ſo ought the Golpel Mainte- 
nance alſo, or the Maintenance of this Goſpel Miniſtry, to 
be in all Ages equally free ; elſe it is not ſuitable to the 
Miniſtry, and tne Goſpel to which it appertains. And 
whenſoever it ceaſes 10 be free, by the interpoſed Injunction 


Nou if we ſhould ſuppoſe Tithes a lawful Maintenance, aud 
that the Donation of them was an Act of pure Liberality and 
perfect Freedom in the firſt Donors (which univerſally con- 
tider'd, is far enough from Probability) and upon that Sup: 
poſition ſhould admit Tithes to have been then a free Main- 
tenance; yet the ſettling of them as a ſtanding Maintenance, 
and compelling after Ages by Penalties to pay them, makes 
them not now 4 free Muntenance, if they had been ſo then 
but the true Goſp:1 Maintenance ought to be free in id 
Continuation, as well as in its Beginning; and Chriſtians nov 


may juſtly expe as much Chriſtian Liberty and Freedom, 8 
as others in former Ages had, which they do not enjoy, wog 
now ſtand bound to the Performance of that which oben ti 


were at Liberty te. 


Te Great Caſe of Tithes, Sc. 
16. My Lord, No Payment of Tithes was 


": ordained in Chriſtian Churches (as Selden ob- 
"IF {erveth) till the general Council at Lateran, 
q Anno 1218. Therefore the ORDINAN CE of 


Tithes under the Goſpel, deriving its Being and 
Inſtitution, from the Injunctions of the Pope and 
his Council, doth ſubject us to the Dictates of the 
See of Rome, againſt which, we are all engaged 
by our former Proteſtations, and by our ſolemn 
League and Covenant. And tho? theſe Tithes 
ſhould be granted not to be the Root, yet they 
cannot but be concluded to be a main Branch of 
Popery, being not of Chriſt's, but of the Pope's 
© own Ordinance; therefore by our Covenant to 

be extirpated. 


Under the various Revolutions of Government, 
ind Changes of Adminiſtration, the Yoke of Tithes 
ſi]l remaining unremoved, in the Year 1659 a 
Treatiſe was publiſhed, intitled, Confiderations touch- 
ing the likelieſt Means to remove Hirelings out of the 
Church: Addreſſed to the Parliament of the Con- 
non. ꝛwealih of England, with the Dominions thereof, 
wrote by that learned and judicious Author John 
Milton. The Importance of the Inquiry, and 
Cogency of his Reaſoning, may excuſe our reprint- 
Ing ſo much of it as follows, viz. 


; HAT Recompence ought to be given 
VV to Church-Miniſters God hath anſwerably 
* ordain'd, according to that Difference which he 
path manifeſtly put between thoſe his two great 
Diſpenſations, the Law and the Goſpel, Under 
the Law he gave them Tithes; under the Goſpel, 
having left all Things in his Church to Charity 
and Chriſtian Freedom, he hath given them only 
what is juſtly given them; That, as well under 
the Goſpel as under the Law, ſay our Engli/h 

hes Sa Divines 


| 90 
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and they ſay true, if any Man be ſo minded to 


gues, that the Jews themſelves never thought 


other Countries, that when any of ours hath at; 
| tempted in Latin to maintain this Argument 0 


* Nen 
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Divines, and they only of all Proteſtants, is Vithes 


give them of his own the Tenth or Twentieth 4 
But that the Law therefore of Tithes is in Force bh 
under the Goſpel, all other Proteſtant Divines, "A 

though equally concern'd, yet conſtantly deny, Fo 
For altho' Hire to the Labourer be of moral andi U 
perpetual Right, yet that ſpecial Kind of Hire, Fr 

the Tenth, can be of no Right or Neceſſity, buf | 1 
to that ſpecial Labour for which God ordained b 
it. The ſpecial Labour was the Levitical and Cere- . 
monial Service of the Tabernacle, Numb. xvili. 55 
21, 31. which is now aboliſhed. The Right 
theretore of that ſpecial Hire muſt needs be withal .. 
aboliſhed, as being alſo Ceremonial. That Tithes MI $ 


were Ceremonial is plain; not being given to thel 
Levites till they had been firſt offer d an Heave- 
Offering to the Lord, Ver. 24, 28. He thenf| p 
who by that Law brings Tithes into the Goſpel, 
of neceſſity brings in withal a Sacrifice, and an 
Altar; without which Tithes by that Law were 
unſanctified and polluted, Ver. 32. and therefore 
never thought on in the firſt Chriſtian Times, till 
Ceremomes, Altars, Oblations, by an ancienter} 
Corruption, were brought back long before. 
And yet the Jews, ever ſince their Temple was 
deſtroy'd, tho' they have Rabbies and Teachers 
of their Law, yet pay no Tithes, as having nog 
Levites to whom, no Temple where to pay them, 
nor Altar whereon to hallow them; which ar- 


Tithes moral, but ceremonial only. That Chr: 
tians therefore ſhould take them up, when Jew 
have laid them down, muſt'needs be very abſurd 
and prepoſterous. ne 902 
© This is ſo apparent to the reformed Divines ol 


Tithes 
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Tithes, though. a Man would thing they might 
ſuffer him without Oppoſition, in a Point equally 
tending to the Advantage of all Miniſters, yet 
they forbear not to oppoſe him, as in a Doctrine 


Which ſhews the Modeſty, the Contentedneſs of 
thoſe foreign Paſtors, with the Maintenance given 
them; their Sincerity alſo in the Truth, though 
leſs gainful; and the Avarice of ours, who, thro? 
the Love of their old Papiſtical Tithes, conſider 
© not the weak Arguments, or rather Conjectures 
and Surmiſes which they bring to defend them. 

« Certainly, if Chriſt or his Apoſtles had ap- 
' proved of Tithes, they would have either by 
Writing, or Tradition, recommended them to 
© the Church: And that ſoon would have appear'd 


more, in all the Eccleſiaſtical Story, I find no 
uch Doctrine or Example: Tho' Error, by that 
Time, had brought back again Prieſts, Altars, 
* and Oblalions; and in many other Points of Re- 
{ ligion, had miſerably judaiz d the Church. So 
that the Defenders of Tithes, after a long Pomp, 
© and tedious Preparation out of Heathen Authors, 
© telling us, that Tithes were paid to Hercules and 


{ 7ewws, and as it were beſpeaking our Expectation, 
that they will abound much more with Authori- 
* ties out of Chriſtian Story, having nothing of 
© general Approbation to begin with from the firſt 
three or four Ages, but that which abundantly 
* {rrves to the Confutation of their Tithes ; while 
* they confeſs that Churchmen in thoſe Ages liv'd 
* mecrly upon Free-will Offerings. Neither can 
' they ſay, that Tithes were not then paid, for 
Want of a Civil Magiſtrate to ordain them, for 


* Chritians had then allo Lands, and might give 


out 


not fit to paſs unoppos'd under the Goſpel. 


in the Practice of thoſe primitive, and the next 
Ages; but for the firſt three hundred Years and 


Apollo, which perhaps was imitated from the 
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© out of them what they pleas'd ; and yet of Tithi ©.- 
q then given, we find no Mention. And the fi tha 
1 « Chriſtian Emperors, who did all Things as 5 ey ( 
4 « ſhops advis'd them, ſupply'd what was wantinfl' Po 
L to the Clergy, not out of Tithes, which wei hi 
1 never mention'd, but out of their own Imperia {at 
| < Revenues, as is manifeſt in Euſebius, Theodire {AUT 
l and Sozomen, from Conſtantine to Arcadius Te 
, Hence thoſe ancienteſt reformed Churches M Ar 
the Waldenſes, if they rather continu'd not pur. P 
| « ſince the Apoſtles, deny'd that Tithes were t © 
« be given, or that they were ever given in the . 

Y 1 Church, as appears by an ancient To! 

« Fractate inſerted in the Bohemian Hiſtory. br 

Thus far hath the Church been always, whethc . « 

in her prime, or in her ancienteſt Reformation ” 

from the approving of Tithes; nor withou * 

KReaſon; for they might eaſily perceive that I 

« Tithes were fitted to the Jeros only, a National} :: 

Church of many incompleat Synagogues, uniting 4 

the Accompliſhment of divine Worſhip in one. 

Temple; and the Levites there had their Tithe, 4 

© paid, where they did their bodily Work, to * 

< which a particular Tribe was ſet apart by divine i 

< Appointment, not by the Peoples Election. 

« But the Chriſtian Church is univerſal, not ty'd will, © 

Nation, Dioceſs, or Pariſh, but conſiſting of many. ; 

particular Churches compleat i in themſelves, «= F 

© ther d not by Compulſion, or the Accident ol. 

© dwelling nigh together, but by free Conſent, H. 

6 chuſing both their particular Church, and their, | 

« Church-Officers ; whereas if Tithes be ſet up, all. 

« theſe Chriſtian Privileges will be diſturb'd, andi. 


ſoon loſt, and with them Chriſtian Liberty. 

The firſt Authority which our Adverſaries 
* bring, after thoſe fabulous Apoſtolick Canons, 
6 which they dare not inſiſt upon, is a provincial 
6 8 held at Cullen, where they voted Tithes 
00 
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to be God's Rent, in the Year 336; at the ſame 
Time, perhaps, when the three Kings reign'd 
there, and of like Authority. For to what Pur- 
; poſe do they bring theſe trivial Teſtimonies, by 
which they might as well prove Altars, Candles 
«at Noon, and the greateſt Part of thoſe Super- 
ſtitions fetch'd from Paganiſm or Fewiſm, which 
© the Papiſt, inveigl'd by this fond Argument of 
« Antiquity, retains to this Day? To what Pur- 
« poſe thoſe Decrees of I know not what Biſhops, 
© to a Parliament and People who have thrown out 
both Biſhops and Altars, and promis'd all Re- 
formation by the Word of God? And that Altars 
« brought Tithes hither, as one Corruption begot 
another, is evident by one of thoſe Queſtions 
which the Monk Auſtin propounded to the Pope, 
Concerning thoſe Things, which by Offerings of the 
© Faithful came to the Altar, as Beda writes, L. 1. 
6c. 27. If then by theſe Teſtimonies we muſt have 
© Tithes continued, we mult again have Allars. 
Of Fathers, by Cuſtom fo call'd, they quote 
© Ambroſe, Auguſtine, and ſome other ceremonial 
Doctors of the fame Leaven; whoſe Aſſertion 
without pertinent Scripture, no Reformed Church 
can admit. And what they vouch, is founded 
* on the Law of Moſes, with which, every where 
* pitifully miſtaken, they again incorporate the 
* (Goſpel ; as did the reſt alſo of thoſe Titular 
Fathers, perhaps an Age or two before them, by 
many Rites and Ceremonies, both Jewiſßh and 
* Heatheniſh introduc'd ; whereby thinking to gain 
* all, they loſt all: And inſtead of winning Jews 
* and Pagans, to be Chriſtians, by too much con- 
* deſcending, they turn'd Chriſtians into eus and 
* Pagans. To heap ſuch unconvincing Citations 
as theſe in Religion, whereof the Scripture only 1s 
our Rule, argues not much Learning nor Judg- 
* ment, but the loſt Labour of much unprofitable 
Reading. | They 
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taught? meaning the Monk, who firſt brought 
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: | | 


tions of this Land, Saxon Laws, Edicts of Kings | 4: 
and their Councils, from Atbelſtone, in the Yea 

928, that Tithes by Statute were paid; and A 
might produce from Ina, above 200 Years be D 
fore, that Romeſcot, or Peter's Penny, was by ali. V 
good Statute-Law paid to the Pope, from 725, N 
and almoſt as long continu'd, And who know " 
not, that this Law of Tithes was enacted by. * 
thoſe Kings and Barons, upon the Opinion they . 
had of their Divine Right, as the very Word, 1 
import of Edward the Confeſſor, in the Cloſe offi 
that Law : For fo bleſſed Auſtin preach'd and , 


the Romiſh Religion into England from Gregor) 
the Pope. And by the Way 1 add, that by theſe 
Laws, imitating the Law of Moſes, the third, - 
Part of Tithes only was the Prieſts Due, the 
other two were appointed for the Poor, and to 
adorn or repair Churches; as the Canons of Er- 
bert and Elfrick witneſs, Concil. Brit. If then 
theſe Laws were founded upon the Opinion « 
Divine Authority, and that Authority be found 
miſtaken and erroneous, as hath been fully mani- 
feſted, it follows, that thoſe Laws fall of them- 
ſelves, with their falſe Foundations. But with 
what Face of Conſcience can they alledge Moſes, 
or theſe Laws for Tithes, as they now enjoy, or 
exact them; whereof Moſes ordains the Owner, 
as we heard before, the Stranger, the Fatherlels 
and the Widow, Partakers with the Levite ; and 
theſe Fathers which they cite, . and theſe, though 
Romiſb rather than Engliſh Laws, allotted both to 
Prieſt and Biſhop the third Part only. 
Another Shift they have to plead, that Tithes 
may be moral as well as the Sabbath, a Tenth 
of Fruits, as well as a Seventh of Days. | 
anſwer, that the Prelates, who urge this Argu- 
© ment, 


The Great Caſe of Tithes, Ge. 
ment, have leaſt Reaſon to uſe it; denying 
«* Morality in the Sabbath, and therein better 
{ agreeing with Reformed Churches abroad than 
the reſt of our Divines. As therefore the Seventh 
Day is not moral, but a convenient Recourſe of 
* Worſhip in fit Scaſon, whether ſeventh or other 
Number; ſo neither is the Tenth of our Goods, 
but only a convenient Subſiſtence morally due to 
„„ TY 8 8 


« that Men purchas'd not their Tithe with their 
Land, and ſuch like Petty-Foggery, I omit, as 
« refured ſufficiently by others. (5) I omit alſo 
„cheir violent and jrreligious Exactions, related no 
fl * 1-15 credibly : Their ſeizing of Pots and Pans 
n rom the Poor, who have as good Right to 


m þ Tithes as they; from ſome, the very Beds; their 


* ſuing and impriſoning, worſe than when the Ca- 
non Law was in Force; worſe than when thoſe 
© wicked Sons of Eli were Prieſts, whoſe Manner 
vas thus to ſeize their pretended Prieſtly- Due by 


* the Offerings of the Lord; and it may be fear'd, 
that many will as much abhor the Goſpel, if 
* ſuch Violence as this be ſuffer d in her Miniſters, 
and in that which they alſo pretend to be the Of- 
« fering of the Lord. For thoſe Sons of Belial, with- 
© in ſome Limits made Seizure of what they knew 
was their own by an undoubted Law ; but theſe, 
from whom there is no Sanctuary, ſeize out of 
Mens Grounds, out of Mens Houſes their other 
Goods, of double, ſometimes of treble Value, 
for that, which did not Covetouſneſs and Rapirie 
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(50 *Tis not unlikely but that Milton bad an Eye in this Place 
0 o Aurbor, who in Page 51 his an{wered thoſe Argumems 
07 Objeit ons. . 5 


The laſt, and loweſt Sort of their Arguments, 


Force, 1 Sam. ii. 12, &c, Whereby Men abbor'd 
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c blind them, they know to be not their own b. 
© the Goſpel which they preach. Of ſome mort 
« tolerable than theſe, thus ſeverely God hat 
« ſpoken, Eſa. lvi. 10, Sc. They are greedy Dog, 
« they all look ts their own Way, every one for hi 
Gain from his Quarter. 

With what Anger then will he judge the 


«* who ſtand not looking, but under Colour of . CI. 
divine Right, fetch by Force that which is not me 
© their own, taking his Name not in vain, but in ve. 
Violence? Not content, as Gehazi was, to make 3 
* a cunning, but a conſtrain'd Advantage of wha, tf. 
« their Maſter bids them give freely; how can they, .. 
© but return ſmitten, worſe than that ſharkingWſ, in 
« Miniſter, with a ſpiritual Leproſy ? And yet they. A 
cry out Sacrilege, that Men will not be guild. .. 
© and bafiPd the Tenth of their Eſtates, by giving. . 


Credit to frivolous Pretences of divine Right. < 
Where did God ever clearly declare to all 
© Nations, or in all Lands (and none but FookW, 
part with their Eſtates, without cleareſt Evi 85 
« dence, on bare Suppoſals and Preſumptions of 
them who are the Gainers thereby) that he 
« requir'd the Tenth as due to him or his Son 
« perpetually, and in all Places? Where did he de- 
© mand it, that we might certainly know, as in all 
Claims of Temporal Right is juſt and reaſon- 
able? Or if demanded, where did he aſſign it, 
« 
< 
. 


or by what evident Conveyance, to Miniſters ! 
Unleſs they can demonſtrate this by more than 
Sonjectures, their Title can be no better to 
Tithes, than the Title of Gebazi was to thoſe 
Things, which by abuſing his Maſter's Name, 
he. rook'd from Naaman. Much leſs, where did 
he command that Tithes ſhould be fetch'd by 
Force, where left not, under the Goſpel z what 
ever his Right was to the Free-will Offerings of 
Men? Which is the greater Serre hh belic 
| | Divine 
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(Divine Authority, to make the Name of Chriſt 
acceſſary to Violence, and robbing him of the 
very Honour which he aim'd at in beſtowing 
freely the Goſpel, to commit Simony and Rapine, 
both ſecular and Eccleſiaſtical; or on the other 
Side, not to give up the Tenth of Civil Right 
and Propriety, to the Tricks and Impoſtures of 
( Clergymen, contriv'd with all the Art and Argu- 
ment that their Bellies can invent or ſuggeſt; 
(yet ſo ridiculous, and preſuming on the Peoples 
« Dulneſs or Superſtition, as to think they prove 
the Divine Right of their Maintenance, by Abram 
paying Tithes to Melchiſedec, whenas Melchiſedec, 


erden that Paſſage, rather gave Maintenance to 
10 Abram; in whom all, both Prieſts and Miniſters, 
deb ss well as Laymen, paid Tithes, not receiv d 


them. 
* The next Thing to be conſidered in che Main- 
 tenance of Miniſters is, by whom it ſhould be 
given. Wherein, though the Light of Reaſon 
might ſufficiently inform us, it will be beſt to 
' conſult the Scripture : Gal, vi. 6. Let him that is 
' taright in the Mord, communicate to bim that teach- 
* eth, in all good Things, that is to ſay, in all man- 
ner of Gratitude to his Ability. 1 Cor. ix. It. 
* If we have ſown unto you Spiritual Things, is it a 
great Matter if we reap- your Carnal Things ? To 
* whom therefore hath not been ſown, from him 
* wherefore ſhould be reaped ? 1 Tin. v. 17. Let 
* the Elders that rule well, be tounted worthy. of 
* double Honour, eſpecially they who labour in the 
Mord and Doctrine. By theſe Places we ſee, that 
* Recompence was given either by every one in 
particular who had been inſtru ted, or by them 
* all in common, brought into the Church-Trea- 
{ ſure, and diſtributed to the Miniſters according 
© to their ſeveral Labours, and that was judged 


either by ſome extraordinary Perſon, as Timothy, 
II 2 | * Wag 
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Church deputed that Care. 
This is fo agreeable to Reaſon, and ſo clear 


have received Inſtruction from him, as being 
either infufficient, or not reſident, or inferior tc 
| whom they follow]; wherein to bar them thei 
Choice, is to violate Chriſtian Liberty. 
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who by the Apoſtle was then left Evangeliſt ; 
Epheſus, 2 Tim, iv. 5. or by ſome to whom th 


that one may perceive what Iniquity and Vio 
lence hath prevailed ſince in the Church, whereh) 
it hath been fo ordered, that they alſo ſhall b 
compelled to recompence the parochial Miniſter 
who neither choſe him for their Teacher, not 


Our Law-books teſtify, that before the Coun 


cell at Lateran, in the Year 1179, and the Fifth 
of our Hen. 2. or rather before a Decretal Epiſti 


of Pope Innocent the Third, about 1200, and the 
Firſt of King John, any Man might have given bi 
Tithes to what Spiritual Perſon he would. And 
as the Lord Coke notes on that Place, Init. 
Part. 2. That his Decretal bound not, the Subject 
of this. Realm, but, as it ſeemed juſt and reaſonable, 
The Pope took his Reaſon rightly from the 


above cited Place, 1 Cor. ix. 11. but falſly ſup- 
pos d every one to be inſtructed by his Pariſh 


Prieſt. 


Whether this were then firſt ſo decreed, ct 


rather long before, as may be ſeen by the Laws 
of Edgar and Canute, that Tithes were to be 
paid, not to whom he would that paid them, 
but to the Cathedral-Chureh, or the Pariſh- 
Prieft, it imports not; ſince the Reaſon which 


they themſelves bring, built on falſe Suppoli- 


tions, becomes alike infirm and abfurd, that he 
ſhould'reap from me, who fows not to me; be 
the Canſe either his Defect, or my free Choice 


But here it will be readily objected, bat if 
they who are 10 be inſtructed, be not able 


& maintdil 


Great Cafe of 1 Uunes, we. 
maintain a Minifter, as in many Villages? I 
anſwer, that the Scripture ſhews in many Places 
what ought to be done herein. Firſt, I offer 
it to the Reaſon of any Man, whether he 
thinks the Knowledge of the Chriſtian Religion 
harder than any other Art or Science to obtain. 
! ſuppoſe he will grant that it is far eaſier, both 
or itſelf, and in regard of God's a/iſting Spirit, 
not particularly promiſed us to the Attainment 
ot any other Knowledge, but of this only: 
Since it was preached, as well to the Shepherds of 
Bethlem by Angels, as to the Eaftern Wiſemen 
by that Star; and our Saviour declares himſelf 
anointed to preach the (Goſpel to the Poor, Luke 
iv. 18. then furely to their Capacity. They 
who after him firſt taught it, were otherwiſe un- 
learned Men: They who, before Hus and Luther, 
firſt reformed it, were for the Meanneſs of their 
Condition, called, The poor Men of Lions; and in 
Flanders at this Day, les Gues, which is to ſay 
Beggars. Therefore are the Scriptures tranſlated 
into every vulgar Tongue, as being held in main 
Matters of Belief and Salvation, plain and eaſy 
to the pooreſt; and ſuch, no leſs than their 
Teachers, have the Spirit to guide them in all 
Truth, Jobn xiv. 26. and xvi. 13. 

Seeing then that the Chriſtian Religion may 
be ſo eaſily attained, and by meaneſt Capacities, 
it cannot be much difficult to find Ways, both 
* how the Poor, yea, all Men may be ſoon taught 


q what is to be known of Chriſtianity, and they 
b. who teach them recompenced. Fit, if Mini- 
ters of their own Accord, who pretend that 


they are called and ſent to preach the Golpel, 
© thoſe who have no particular Flock, would imi- 
tate our Saviour and his Diſciples, who went 
* preaching through the Villages, not only through 
the Cities, Mal. ix. 35: Mark vi. 6. Lake xili. 
| ' 22. 
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22. Afﬀs vil. 25. and there preached to th 


their Wages.] But they ſoon will reply, u 


Poor as well as to the Rich, looking for no Re 
compence but in Heaven; Fobn iv. 33, 26 
Look on the Fields; for they are white already | 
Harveſt : And he that reapeth, receiveth Wages 
and gathereth Fruit unto Life Eternal. [This v 


ourſelves have not wherewithal ; who ſhall beg 
the Charges of our Fourney ? To whom it my 
as ſoon be anſwered, that in likelihood the 
are not poorer than they who did thus; anq ol. 
if they have not the ſame Faith which tho « thi 
Diſciples had, to truſt in God and the PromilM* Re 
of Chriſt for their Maintenance, as they didi th. 
and yet intrude into the Miniſtry without ami I. 
Livelihood of their own, they caſt themſelve 
into a miſerable Hazard or Temptation, and 
oft-times into a more miſerable Neceſſity, eithe 
to ſtarve, or to pleaſe their Pay-maſters, rathe 
than God: And give Men juſt Cauſe to ſuſpect, 
that they came neither called, nor ſent from 
above to preach the Word, but from below, b 


the Inſtinct of their own Hunger to feed upon t A 
Church. 5 | £ 
« St. Paul, though born of no mean Parents, * 
< a free Citizen of the Roman Empire, fo little did © © 
< his Trade debaſe him, that it rather enabled © ! 
© him to uſe that (c) Magnanimity of preaching ! 
the Goſpel through Aſia and Europe at his own © 
Charges: Thus thoſe Preachers among thei © + 
- + Walderiſc” 
| art lk 7 VVV R 7 C 
(c) What Milton calls Magnanimity of Preaching, John Locke 
takes to be the Glorying which tbe Apoſtle ſpeaks of in 1 Cor. ix. 
15. For it were better for me to die, than that any Mail * 
ſhoutd make my Glorying: void. Fobn Locke's Paraphrase 5 


For I had rather periſh for Want, than be depriv'd of whil 
tiglory in, viz. Preaching the Goſgel freely. 


o _ 
tValdenſes, the ancient Stock of our Reforma- 
R tion, without theſe Helps which I ſpeak of, bred 
up themſelves in Trades, and eſpecially in Phy- 
ſicæ and Surgery, as well as in the Study of Scrip- 
ture (which is the only true Theology) that they 
might be no Burden to the Church; and by the 
Example of Chriſt, might cure both Soul and 
Body; through Induſtry, joining that to their 
+ Miniſtry, which he join'd to his by Gift of the 
Spirit. Thus relates Peter Gilles in his Hiſtory. 
© of the Waldenſes in Piedmont, But our Miniſters 
© think Scorn to uſe a Trade, and count it the 
* Reptoach of this Age, that Tradeſmen preach 
the Goſpel. It were to be wiſh'd they were all 
Tradeſmen ; they would not then ſo many of 
them, for Want of another. Trade, make a 
Trade of their Preaching ; and yet they clamour 
that Tradeſmen preach z; and yet they preach, 
« while they themſelves are the worſt Tradeſmen of 
© all, As for Church- Endowments and Poſſeſſions, I 
meet with none conſiderable before Conſtantine, 
but the Houſes and Gardens, where they met, 
and the Places of Burial : And I perſwade me, 
that from them the ancient Waldenſes, whom de- 
t © {ervedly I cite fo olten, held, That to endow 
id © Churches is an evil Thing ; and that the Church 
ed © then fell off and turn'd Whore, fitting on that 
ll © Beaſt in the Revelation, when under Pope Sil- 
ll © veſter ſhe receiv'd thoſe temporal Donations. 
So the forecited Tractate of their Doctrine 
MF * teltifies. 3 
© This alſo their own Traditions of that hea- 
© venly Voice witneſſed, and ſome ot the ancient 
Fathers then living foreſaw and deplored. And 
© indeed, how could theſe Endowments thrive 
better with the Church, being unjuſtly taken 
by thoſe Emperors, without Fuffrage of the 
—__ . People, 
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People, out of the Tributes and publick Land; 
+ of each City, whereby the People became liable 
to be oppreſſed with other Taxes. Being there 
fore given for the moſt part by Kings and 
other publick Perſons, and fo likelieſt out of the 
Publick, and if without the Peoples Conſent, 
« unjuſtly ; however to publick Ends of much 
6 Concernment to the Good or Evil of a Common- 
6 Wealth, and in that regard made publick, 
though given by private Perſons ; or which is 
s worſe, given, as the Clergy then perſwaded 
Men, for their Souls Health, a pious Gift, but 
£ as the Truth was, oft-times a Bribe to God, or 
to Chrift for Abſolution, as they were then 
< taught, from Murders, Adulteries, and other} 
© heinous Crimes; what ſhall be found heretofore | 
given by Kings or Princes out of the Publick, } 
s may juſtly by the Magiſtrate be recalled and re- 
* appropriated to the Civil Revenue: What by 
$ 8 or publick Perſons out of their own, the 
Price of Blood or Luſt, or to ſome ſuch purga- 
torious or ſuperſtitious Uſes, not only may, but 
* ought to be taken off from Chriſt, as a foul 
* :Diſhonour laid upon him; or not impiouſly | 
given, nor 1n particular to any one, but in ge- 
< nera] to the Church's Good, may be converted to 
+ that Uſe, which ſhall be judg'd more directly 
to that general End. Thus did the Princes and 
Cities of Germany in the firſt Reformation; and 
$ defended their ſo doing by many Reaſons, which 
are ſet down at large in Sleiden, l. 6. Anno 
1526, and J. 11. Azno 1537, and J. 13. Anno 
1540. But that the Magiſtrate either out of 
that Church-Revenue which remains yet in his 
Hand, or eſtabliſhing any other Maintenance 
inſtead of Tithe, ſhould take into his own Power 
the ſtipendiary Maintenance of Church-Mini- 
* ſters, or compel it by Law, can ſtand _ 
5 wit 
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with the Peoples Right, nor with Chriſtian Li- 
« berty, but would ſuſpend the Church wholly upon 
the State, and turn her Miniſters into State- 


"To; 


Penſioners. 5 | 
the But to proceed farther in the Truth yet more 
nt, freely; ſeeing the Chriſtian Church is not Na- 
chal tional, but conſiſting of many particular Congre- 


n- © gations, ſubject to many Changes, as well thro” 
„ Civil Accidents, as through Schiſm and various 
Opinions, not to be decided by any outward 
ed Judge, being Matters of Conſcience, whereby 
url < theſe pretended Church-Revenues, as they have 
or been ever, ſo are like to continue endleſs Matter 
en MW of Diſlention, both between the Church and Ma- 
er WM < giſtrate, and the Churches among themſelves, 
re W * there will be found no better Remedy to theſe 
Kk, © Evils, otherwiſe incurable, than by the incor- 
e. W © rupteſt Counſel of thoſe Waldenſes, our firſt Re- 
WM * formers, to remove them as a Peſt, an Apple of 
ic W + Diſcord in the Church, (for what elſe can be the 
a- < Effect of Riches, and the Snare of Money in 
ut « Religion ?) and to convert them to thoſe more 
ul W profitable Uſes above expreſſed, or other ſuch 
y * as ſhall be judged moſt neceſſary ; conſidering 
that the Church of Chr; was founded in Poverty 
0 rather than in Revenues, ſtood pureſt, and proſ- 


y < pered beſt without them, receiv*d them unlaw- 
d 5 fully from them, who both erroneouſly and un- 
d « juſtly, ſometimes impiouſly, gave them, and fo 
nh « juſtly was enſnared and corrupted by them. 

0 « And leſt it be thoyght that theſe Revenues 


0 « withdrawn and better employed, the Magiſtrate 
i « ought inſtead to fettle by Stalute ſome Mainte- 
* nance of Miniſters, let this be conſider'd, jr/t, 
That it concerns every Man's Conſcience to 
«* what Religion he contributes; and that the Civil 
* Magiſtrate is intruſted with Civil Rights only, 
not with Conſcience, which can have no Deputy 
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| f Fleugmakey Next, That what each Man gives to the Mi- 
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Teacher; if as to God, no Civil Power can 
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niſter, he gives either as to God, or as to his 


« juſtly conſecrate to religious Uſes any Part 
1 either 


Ld 


— 
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(4) This Argument of Milton's may be carried farther, 
thus; In a State of Nature, none had a Right to oblige 
others to the Support of a Religion they judg'd was dif- 
pleaſing to God: And none upon the entring into Civil 
Society, or Bodies Politick, could be ſuppos'd to be willing 
to impower the Magiſt rate to oblige them to beftow their 


Labour, or give any Part of their Property for the Mainte- 


nance of a Religion they thought God diſliked; on the con- 
trary, their entring into Society was to be protected from 
this as well as any other Impoſition. And. 

If it be unlawful for private Perſons to promote a Religion, 
by doing of which they think they ſhould offend God; how 
can it be lawful for the Magiftrate, either directly or indi- 
rectly to compel them to it? | | 

If che Magiftrate has no Right to deprive People of what 
they gain by their Labour and Induftry for not being of his 
Religion, we ſhould be glad to know, how he comes to have 


a Right to compel them to do this for the Maintenance of 


his Religion? £ | 

If the Magifirate is oblig'd to put all his Subjects who 
alike contribute to the publick Good (and hold no Opinions 
inconſiſtent with it) upen an equal Foot, how can he force 
part of his Subjects to contribute to the Support of a Reli- 
gion they cannot in Conſcience comply with ? Surely, they 
that inſiſt upon this, do not do as they would be done unto. 

Biſhop Zoadly ſays, in his Anſwer to the Repreſeatation 
of the Committee of the Lower-houſe of Convocation, p.17 2. 
& The Magiſtrate (as I have often remark'd) can reach with 
& / his Power, no farther thaa outward Practice: And the 
© outward Actions of Men, as they affect human Society, 
« are the Objects of his Care and Concern, The Ma- 
« giſtrate is not by Temporal Puniſhments or Sanctions, to 
« determine or concern himſelf with a Man's Religion as 


Cc Religion, but to hinder any Man's Religion or Conſcience 


« from being hurtful to human Society, by puniſhing thoſe 
« outward Practices which may proceed from his Conſcience 
for ought he knows, if they are ſuch as are prejudicial tg 
the Publick, which is his peculiar Care, p. 255. ; 


or Repreſenter of itſelf, but only of the ſame 


ve Great Cot E " "1 it: es, SC. 165 


o either of Civil Revenue, which is the Peoples, 
| and muſt ſave them from other Taxes, or of any 
- * Man's Propriety, but God by ſpecial Command, * 
$ as he did by Moſes, or the Owner himſelf by ' 
6 Voluntary Intention, and the Perſwaſion of his 
t giving it to God: Forc'd Conſecrations out of 
y another Man's Eſtate, are no better than forc'd 
* Vows; hateful to God, who {ves a cheerful 
* Giver ; but much more hateful, wrung out of 
Mens Purſes to maintain a diſapproved Mini- 
« ſtry againſt their Conſcience z however unholy, 
infamous and diſhonourable to his Miniſters and 
* the free Goſpel, maintained in ſuch unworthy 
manner as by Violence and Extortion : If he give 
i as to his Teacher, what Juſtice or Equity com- 

© pels him to pay for learning that Religion which 
leaves freely to his Choice, "whether he will learn 
: © it or no, whether of this Teacher or another, 
F and eſpecially to pay for what he never learned, 
| or approves not; whereby, beſides the Wound 

« of his Conſcience, he becomes the leſs able to 
recompence his true Teacher. Thus far hath been 
f « enquired by whom Church- Miniſters ought to be 
maintained; and hath been prov'd molt natural, 
moſt equal and agreeable with Scripture, to be 
| « by them who receive their Teaching. 

It remains laſtly to conſider, in what Manner 
God hath ordained that Recompence be given 

| £ to Miniſters of the Goſpel : And by all Scripture 
| « it will appear, that he hath given it to them 
| £ not by Civil Law and Freehold, as they claim, 
| but by the Benevolence and free Gratitude of 
* ſuch as receive them : Luke x. 7, 8. Eating and 
drinking ſuch Things as they give you. I. they re- 
; ' © ceive you, eat ſuch Things as are ſei before you. 
| Mat. x. 7, 8. As ye go, preach, Saying, the King- 
dom of God is at Hand, &c. Freely ye have re- 
F ceived, freely give, If God has ordained Mini- 
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ſters-to preach freely, whether they receive Re. 
compence or not, then certainly he hath forbid 


both them zo compel it, and others is compel it for | 


them. But freely given, he accounts as given to 


himſelf. Philip iv. 16, 17, 18. Je ent once and 


again to my Neceſſity. Net becauſe I deſire a Gift; 


but I defire Fruit that may abound to your Account. 
Having receiv d of Epaphroditus the Things which | 


were ſent from you, an Odour of faveet Smell, a Sa- 
crifice acceptable, well pleaſing to God. Which 
cannot be from Force or Unwillingneſs. The 
ſame is ſaid of Alms, Heb. xiii. 16. To do Good 


and to communicate forget not, for with fuch Sacri- 


fices God 15 well pleaſed, Whence the primitive 
Church thought it no Shame to receive all their 
Maintenance as the Alms of their Auditors. 
Which they who defend Tithes, as if it made 
for their Cauſe, whenas it utterly lates them, 
omit not to ſet down at large; proving to our 
Hands out of Origen, Tenullian, Cyprian, and 
others, that the Clergy had their Portions given 
them in Baſkets ; and were thence called Sportu- 
larii, Baſket-Clerks : That their Portion was a 
very mean Allowance, only for a bare Liveli- 
hood, according to thoſe Precepts of our Savi- 
our, Mat. x. 7, Sc. the reſt was diſtributed to 
the Poor. They cite alſo out of Proſper, the 
Diſciple of St. Auſtin, that fuch of the Clergy as 
had Means of their own, might not without 
Sin partake of Chyrch-Maintenance, not re- 
ceiving thereby Food which they abound with, 
but teeding on the Sins of other Men ; that the 
Holy Ghoft faith of ſuch Clergymen, they eat 
the Sins of my People : And that a Council at 
Antioch, in \ 4 Year 340, ſuffered not either 
Prieſt or Biſhop to live on Church-Maintenance 
without Neceſſity. Thus far Tithers themſelves 
« have contrjbuted $0 their own Confutation, by 

6 * confefling 
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25 confeſſing that the Church lived primitively on 
Alms. And I add, that about the Year 359, 
Conſtantius the Emperor having ſummon'd a ge- 
neral Council of Biſhops to Ariminum in Lacy, 
and provided for their Subſiſtence there, the 
Britiſh and French Biſhops judging it not decent 
to live on the Publick, choſe rather to be at their 
own Charges. Three only out of Britain, con- 
ſtrain'd through Want, yet refuſing offer d Aſ- 
ſiſtance from the reſt, accepted the Emperor's 
Proviſion ; judging it more convenient to ſubſiſt 
by publick than by private Suſtenance. Whence 
we may conclude, that Biſhops then, in this 
Iſland, had their Livelihood only from Benevo- 
lence. In which regard this Relater Sulpitius 
Severus, a good Author of the ſame Time, highly 
praifes them. 5 
And the Waldenſes, our firſt Reformers, both 
from the Scripture and theſe primitive Exam- 
ples, maintained thoſe among them who bore 
the Office of Miniſters, by Alms only. Take 
the very Words from the Hiſtory written of 
them in French, Part 3. l. 2. c. 2. La Nourriteur 
et ce de quoy nous ſommes couverts, &c. Our Food 
and Cloathing is ſufficiently adminiſtred and given us 
by way of Gratitude and Ams, by the good People 
whom we teach, If then by Alms and Benevo- 
lence, not by LEOAL Force, not by Tenure 
of Freehold or Copyhold : For Alms, tho? juſt, 
cannot be compelled ; and Benevolence forced, 
is Malevolence rather. violent and incanliſtent 
with the Goſpel; and declares him no true Mi- 
niſter thereof, but a rapaeious Hireling rather, 
who by Force receiving it, eats the Bread of Vio- 
lence and Exaction, no holy or juſt Livelihood, 
no not civilly counted honeft, much leſs beſeem- 
ing ſuch * — 5 8 
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They pretend that their Education either at 

q School or Univerſity, hath been very charge- 
1 c able, and therefore ought to be repaired in future 
1 by a plentiful Maintenance; whenas it is well 
* known, that the better half of them, are oft- 

times poor and pitiful Boys of no Merit, or pro- 
miſing Hopes, that might entitle them to the 

publick Proviſion, but their Poverty, and the 
unjuſt Favour of Friends, have had moſt of their 
Breeding, both at School and Univerſity, by 
Scholarſhips, Exhibitions and Fellowſhips at the 
publick Coſt ; which might engage them the 
rather to give freely, as they have frecly received. 
But they will ſay, we had betaken us io ſome | 
other Trade or Profeſſion, had we not expected 
to find a better Livelihood by the Miniflry. This . 
15 that which I looked for, to diſcover them : 
openly neither true Lovers of Learning, and ſo . 
very ſeldom guilty of it, nor true Miniſters .of . 
the Goſpel. So long ago out of Date is that . 
old true Saying, 1 Tim. iii. 1. FA Man deſire a : 
Biſhoprick, he deſires a good Work : For now ; 
commonly he who deſires to be a Miniſter, 
looks not at the Work but at the Wages ; and 1 
by that Lure or Low-bell, may be toll'd from . 


K M W 6 &® 6 


Pariſh to Pariſh, all the Town over. But what 
can be plainer Simony, than thus to be at Charges 
beforehand, to no other End, than to make their 
Miniſtry doubly or trebly beneficial ? To whom 
it might be ſaid as juſtly as that to Simon, Thy 
Money periſh with thee, becauſe thou haſt thought 
that the Gift of God may be purchasd with Money: 
Thou haſt neitber Part nor Lot in this Matter. 

« Next, it is a fond Error, though too much 
believed among us, to think that the Univerſity 
makes a Miniſter of the Goſpel ; what it may 
conduce to other Arts and Sciences, I diſpute not 
now: But that which makes fit a Miniſter, the 


. Scrip ture 
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© Scripture can beſt inform us to be only from 
above; whence alſo we are bid to ſeek them, 
Mat. ix. 38. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
« Harveſt, that he will ſend forth Labourers into his 


« Harveſt, Acts xx. 28. The Flock over which the 


© Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers. Rom. x. 
* 15. How ſhall they preach, unleſs they be ſent ? 
By whom ſent? By the Univerſity, or the Ma- 
« piſtrate, or their Bellß? No ſurely. But ſent 
from God only, and that God, who is not their 
Belly. And whether he be ſent from God, or 
from Simon Magus, the inward Senſe of his Cal- 
ling and ſpiritual Ability will ſufficiently tell 
him; and that ſtrong Obligation felt within 
him, which was felt by the Apoſtle, will often 
« expreſs from him the ſaid Words, 1 Cor. ix. 16. 
« Neceſſity is laid upon me, yea, Woe is me, if 1 
« preach nol the Goſpel. Not a beggarly Neceſſity, 
and the Woe feared otherwiſe of perpetual Want, 


109 


but ſuch a Neceſſity as made him willing to 


« preach the Goſpel gratis, and to embrace Po- 
© yerty, rather than as a Woe to fear it, 1 Cor. 
* xii. 28. God hath ſet ſume in the Church, firſt Apo- 
les, &c. Eph. iv. 11, &c. He gave jome Apoſtles, 
* &c. For the perfecting of the Saints, for the Wars 


« of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body of 


Chriſt, i! we all come to the Unity of the Fatth. 
Whereby we may know, that as he made them 


World's End. 2 Cor. iii. 6. Who hath alſo. made 


A * * . * Fa 


Tim. iv. 14. The Gift that is in thee, which was 


given thee by Prophecy, and the laying on of the 


Hands of the Prejbytery. Theſe are all the means 
* which we read of required in Scripture to the 
making of a Miniſter. All this is granted, you 
* will ay; but yet it is allo requiſite he ſhould be 

Ty e „ trained 


at the firſt, ſo he makes them ſtill, and to the 


us fit or able Miniſters of the New-Teſtament, 1 
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trained up in other Learning, which can be no 
where had than at Univerſities. 

© I anſwer, That what Learning, ether human 
or divine, can be neceſſary to a Miniſter, may 
« as eaſily, and leſs chargeable, be had in any pri- 
< vate Houſe, How deficient elſe, and to how 
little purpoſe, are all thoſe Piles of Sermons, 


Notes and Comments on all Parts of the Bible, | 


Bodies and Marrows of Divinity, beſides all 
other Sciences, in our Exgliſo Tongue; many of 
< the ſame Books which in Latin they read at the 
£ Univerſity ? And the ſmall Neceſſity of going 
< thither to learn Divinity, I prove, firſt, from the 


© moſt Part of themſelves, who ſeldom continue 


« there till they have got through Logick, their 
< firſt Rudiments 3 though to ſay Truth, Logick 
< alſo may much better be wanting in Diſputes of 
© Divinity, than in the ſubtle Debates of Lawyers 
and Staleſmen, who yet ſeldom or never deal with 
« Syllogiſms. 

And thoſe Theological Diſputations hay held 
« by Profeſſors and Graduates, are ſuch as tend leaſt 


b of all tothe Edification, or Capacity of the People, 


but rather perplex, and leaven pure Doctrine witk 
« ſcholaſtical Traſh, than enable any Miniſter to 
« the better preaching of the Goſpel. Whence we 
may alſo compute, ſince they come to Reckon- 
* ings, the Charges of his needful Library; which, 
< though ſome ſhame not to value at 600 . may 
be competently furniſhed for 601. If any Man, 
for his own Curioſity or Delight, be in Books 
© farther expenſive, that is not to be reckon'd as 
« neceflary to his Minifterial, either Breeding of 
Function. 
© But Papiſts and other Adverſaries, cannot be 
* confuted without Fathers and Councils, immenſe 
Volumes, and of vaſt Charges, I will ſhew them 
6 therefore a thorter and better Way of Confu- 
ration, 
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tation. Tit. i. 9. Folding faſt the faithful Word, 
as be hath been taught, thas he may be able by fund F 
Dottrine,” both to e&ho#t' and convince Garnjayers : 
Who are confuted as ſoon as heard, bringing 
that which is either not in Scripture, or againſt it. 
ro purſue them farther, through the obſcure 
and entangled Wood of Antiquity, Fathers and 
Councils, fighting one againft another, is need- 
lels, endleſs, not requiſite in a Minifter, and 
refuſed by the firſt Reformers of our Religion. 
Neither ſpeak I this in contempt of Learn- 
ing, or the Miniſtry, but hating the common 
Cheats of both; hating that they who have 
preached out Biſhops, Prelates and Canoniſts, 
ſhould, in what ſerves their own Ends, retain 
their falſe Opinions, their ' Phariſaical Leaven, 
their Avarice, and cloſely their Ambition, their 
Pluralities, their Non. reſidences, their odious Fees, 
and uſe their Legal and Popi/ſh Arguments fot 
Jithes; that Independents ſhould take that Name, 
1 ss they may juſtly, from the true Freedom of 
t WF Chriſtian Doctrine and Church Diſcipline ſub- 
„ ect to no ſuperior Judge, but God only, and 
u & /o be Dependents on the Magiſtrate for their 
o Maintenance. Which two Things, Independency 
e nnd State-Hire in Religion, can never conſiſt long 
„or certainly together. For Magiſtrates at one 
„ Time or other, 1 not like theſe at preſent (e) our 
patrons of Chriſtian Liberty, will pay none but 
ſuch whom, by their Committees of Examina- 
tion, they find conformable to their Intereſts and 
Opinions; and Hirelings will ſoon frame them- 
ſelves to that Intereſt, and thoſe Opinions, which 
they ſee beſt pleaſing S 0 their N ; 700 
„ to 
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(e) The Parliament of the Engliſh Common:Wealth, in 
659, to whom Milton was Socrertary for Foreign Affairs. 


n, 
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to ſeem right themſelves, will force others 4. 
© the Truth. : 

But moſt of all, they are to be revil'd 2 
1 © ſham'd, who cry out with the diſtinct Voice 


(I 
| s natorious Hirelings, That if ye ſettle not our Mai 12 
© tenance by Law, fare wel the Goſpel ; than which n bre 
| | © thing can be utter'd more falſe, more ignominiou iſt 
and I may ſay, more blaſphemous againft obige 

« Saviour ; who hath promiſed, without this Cor wh 

« dition, both his holy Spirit, and his own Preſey A 

« with the Church to the Weotld's End. Nathin * 
| © more falſe (unleſs with their own Mouths, the nd 
| * condemn themſelves for the unworthieſt an uc 
| « moſt mercenary of all other Miniſters) by ti fte 
| « Experience of Three Hundred Years after Chri of F 
and the Churches at this Day in France, A dont 

© ftria, Polonia, and other Places, witneſſing ti nal 

c contrary, under an adverſe Magiſtrate, not 7 
| | c favourable : Nething more ignominious, level bim 
3 ling, or rather undervaluing, c beneaſſſ has 
| . Mahomet. Doc 

| « For, if it muft be thus, how can any Chill E 
ian object it to a Turk, That bis Religion ſtan anc 
« by Force only; and not juſtly fear from him t 182 

5 Reply, Yours both by Force and Money in the Jud elſe 
« ment of your own Teachers, This is that whit thei 
makes Abeiſts in the Land, whom they fo mull pr 

C complain of: Not the Want of 3 Te: 

Preachers, as they alledge, but the many H leps 

lings and Cheaters that have the Goſpel in the for 

Hands: Hands that ſtill crave and are never iſh 5. 

« tisfied. Likely Miniſters indeed, to proclal ait 

< the Faith, or to exhort our Truſt in God, whMl « \ 

they themſelves will not truſt him to provi. 

« for them, in the Meſſage whereon, they la vile 

« he ſent them, but threaten for Want of tem; we 

© ral Means to deſert it; calling that Want and 

« Means which is nothing elſe but the Ba Uſe 
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their own Faith; and would force us to pay 
he Hire of building our Faith to their coverous 
Incredulity. | | 
* Doubtleſs, if God only be He, who gives Mi- 
nſters to bis Church till the World's End; and 
rough the whole Goſpel, never ſent us for Mi- 
iſters to the Schools of Philoſophy, but rather 
bids us Beware of ſuch vain Deceit, Col. ii. 8. 
(which the primitive Church, after two or three 
Ages, net remembring, brought herſelf quickly 
tb Confuſion.) If all the Faithful be now an holy 
md @ Royal Priefthood, 1 Pet. ii. 5, 9. not ex- 
duded from the Diſpenſation of Things holieſt, 
ifter free Election of the Church, and Impoſition 
of Hands, there will not want Miniſters elected 
cut of all Sorts and Orders of Men, for the Goſpel 
makes: no Difference from the Magiſtrate himſelf, 
6 the meaneſt Artificer, if God evidently favour 
him with ſpiritual Gifts, as he can eaſily, and oft 
has done, while thoſe Batchelor Divines, and 
Doctors of the Tippet, have been paſſed by. 
Heretofore, in the firſt Evangelical Times 
and it were happy for Chriſtendom if it were ſo 
gain) Miniſters of the Goſpel were by nothing 
elle diftinguiſhed from other Chriſtians, but by 
their ſpiritual Knowledge, and Sanctity of Life, 
"IF for which the Church elected them to be her 
Teachers and Overſeers, though not thereby to 
ſeparate them from whatever Calling ſhe then 
found them following beſides, as the Example of 
St. Paul declares, and the firſt Times of Cbriſti- 
anity. | 
When once they affected to be called a Clergy, 
and became as it were a peculiar Tribe of Le- 
vites, a Party, a diſtin& Order in the Common- 
Wealth, bred up for Divines in Babling-ſchools, 
and fed at the publick Coſt, good for nothing 
elſe but what was good for nothing, they ſoon 
1 La | © SEW 
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| | i M 
grew idle; that Idleneſs, with Fulneſs of Bfead D 
begat Pride, and perpetual Contention with the kr 
« Feeders, the deſpiſed Laity, through all Age gal 

ever ſince, to the perverting of Religion, an w 
the Diſturbance of all Chriftendom. N L 

And we may confidently conclude, it neveſi fir 
will be otherwiſe, while they are thus uphel ne 
undepending on the Church, on which alone the 
« anciently depended; and are by the Magiſtrar« m 
« publickly maintain'd, a numerous Faction be 
© indigent Perſons, crept for the moſt part oe 
of extreme Want and bad Nurture, claiming bi no 
divine Right and Freehold, the Tenth of o an 
© Eſtates, to monopolize the Miniſtry as the 

«© Peculiar, which is free and open to all abi be 

© Chriſtians, elected by any Churcn. in 

Under this Pretence, exempt from all othe of 
© Employment, and enriching themſelves on t 
< Publick, they laſt of all prove common Incen. T 
« diaries, and exalt their Horns againſt the Magi ler; 
« ſtrate himſelf that maintains them, as the Price M 
of Rome did ſoon after, againſt his Benefactq from 

the Emperor; and the Preſpyters of late in Scar, 
land. Of which hireling Crew, together with 173 
< all the Miſchiefs, Diſſentions, Troubles, War 
«< meerly of their kindling, Chriſtendom might lool« r 
« rid herſelf and be happy, if Chriſtians would bi. 
know their own Dignity, their Liberly, their A th 
«© tion, and let it not be wonder'd, if I ſay the 
« ſpiritual Prizibood, whereby they have all equal. W 
« Accets to any Miniſterial, Function, whenevMF* re 
called by their own Abilities and the Chu R 
though they never came near Commencement G. 
© Univerſity. | pe 
But while Proteſtants, to avoid the due Lab, 
* of underſtanding their Religion, are content . he 
« lodge it in the Breaſt, or rather in the Books og ho 


Clergy man, and to take it thence by Scraps 4 
| « Mammocs 
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| Mammocks, as he diſpenſes it in his Sunday's 
Dole, they will be always learning and never 
knowing, always Infants, always either his Vaſ- 
fals, as Lay-Priefts are to their Prieſts, or at odds 
« with him, as reformed Principles give them ſome 
* Light to be not wholly conformable, whence in- 
finite Diſturbances 1n the State, as they do, muſt 
needs follow, 

Thus much J had to ſay; and I ſuppoſe, what 
may be enough to them who are not avariciouſly 
bent 'otherwiſe, touching - The likelieſt Means to 
remove Hirelings out of the Church ; than which 
nothing can more conduce to Truth, to Peace; 
and 4 I Happineſs both in Church and State. 
If I be not heard nor believed, the Event will 
bear me witneſs to have ſpoken Truth: And 1 
in the mean while have borne my Witneſs, not out 
of Season, to the Church and to my Country.“ 


Theſe, Reader, are the Sentiments of this 
karned Writer, concerning Tubes and Hireling 
Miniſters, to which we ſhall ſubjoin ſome Extracts 
Irom the Anſwer io the Country- ane s Plea, &c. 
by « Member of the Houſe of Commons, Fpubliſhed in 
1736 5 the Author whereof obſerves, 
HAT the Word PROPERTY was never 
leſs warrantably uſed, than it had been in 
; that Plea for Tithes. © 

The Tithes of the Clergy, ſays be, are the 
| Wages, which, as Servants of the Publick, they 
receive from the Bounty of the Laws; and their 
Right in thoſe Tithes ariſing purely from the 
* Grace, their Remedy in ſuing for them muſt de- 

pend wholly on the Will of the Legiſlative Power. 

© A Layman's Freehald accrues to him by In- 
| heritance from his Father: A Churchman's Free- 
hold accrues to him 5 tae Gift of the Publick, 
$ n 
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© on ſuch Conditions, as are or ſhall be declared te 
« qualify the Tenure of the Poſſeſſion, or the Re 
« covery of any Rights incident to it. 


By Non-compliance with theſe Conditions, a . * 
declared in a fingle Act of Parliament, i. e. the for 
« laſt Uniformity-Af, Thouſands have been del Ma 
« prived in a Year, not only of their Tithes, by 0 
their Churches, with the high Approbation of a 
« zealous Churchmen. And I muſt ſay, for th. 
« Reputation of the Sufferers in that Caſe, that a f 
£ ſenſible as they were of their Hardſhips, they ha  ? 
greater Modeſty than to call that a Proper. - 
which they knew to be only a Tuff. 0 
Nor would it have been endured; and mud. 5 
leſs, that knowing their Poſſeſſions to be held o. 7 
this Publick Donation, they ſhould have had th. _ 
Inſolence to treat any Intereſt incident to thei ; 
< Poſſeſſion, as a matter of Property, not belonging 4 
to the Diſpoſition of Parliament. Every privat . | 
6 Intereſt, even Rights of Inheritance, muſt b . 
governed by the Conſideration of publick Intereld . g 
Salus Populi Suprema Lex. : 
And, nothing can be more inſolent or inconfiff 
* gruous, than to challenge the Donations of ti 
Publick, as a Property not to be reformed for ti . 
Convenience of the Publick. TY ; 
No free State, no wiſe People, ever ſuffere . 
* ſuch a Doctrine ta paſs unreproved. The , : 
rian Laws of the ancient Republicks, in dire]  ' 
© Contradiction to it, ordained the equal Diſtnb : L 
tion of Lands, and reformed the Grievance . ; 
« exceſſive Property, by limiting and reſtraining t | 
* Poſſeflions of their Subjects. The Laws @ . 
England are not without the ſtrongeſt Declal 
tions of the fame Wiſdom in our Legiſlators ; 0 
+ Reformers of our Church, to their Honour bell . 
eyer remember d, were the Men who avowed d . 


Dh 
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6 Power of retrenching enormous Property to be the 
« Prerogative of Parliament.” 


After quoting part of the Acts of Henry the 8th; 
for taking away Peter-Pence, and ſuppreſſing of 
Monaſteries, the Author proceeds. mY 


Who ever reads theſe Acts, will find, 1. That 
the Regulation of Eccleſiaſtical Property is ſo far 
from contradict ing, that nothing can be more 
natural to the Genius of this free Kingdom. 
2. That ſuch Regulation of Property in the 
Church, is the only Means by which any People 
can obtain a Reformation of Religion. 3. That 
the Parliament of this Kingdom, in diveſting the 
Church of thoſe Impropriations of Tithe, did not 
© allow Churchmen to have any Property in Tithe. 
And (4.) that if the Legiſlature now in being, 
« proceeding in the ſame Courſe as our firſt Re- 
6 formers, fhould think it expedient to aboliſh a4 
* Tithe remaining in the Church, or to convert it 
into Lay- fees, they could not want a full and 
$ 9 60 Warrant from the Acts of their Predeceſ- 
+ © !ors, ſo long as the Acts for Non-payment of Peter- 
Perce, and for ſuppreſſing of Monaſteries, ſhall 
remain in the Statute- books. „ 
The Allegation of the Clergy's Birth-right in 
Ihe Late, as applicable to the Affair of Tithes, 
* would make a Stranger imagine, that either they 
«* were born with the indehble Character upon them, 
« or that every Prieſt had Inftiution and Induction 
+ of a Benefice, even in his Mother's Womb. . 

If the Tithes, if the Dues, if the Maintenance, 
© which is now paid to the Clergy, were entirely 
taken away, they would loſe no Birthright they 
have in the Law; they might loſe the Benevo- 
5 lence which they. receive from the Law, and 
* which the laune, have the ſame Right to 

4 


reſume, 


— 2 


« reſume, as ever they had to eſtabliſh, if the ame 
« Reaſon which induced the Grant ſhould requir 
the Reſumption; if public Good ſhould call upon 

them to reverſe what their Anceſtors conſented to 
s from no other Confideration.—— }. 


of Mankind, makes the Bill before us (f) the 
s more abſolutely neceſſary, and moves all Indig- 
nation againſt the Parſon, who ſuggeſts, That the} 
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< This prodigious Uſurpation upon the Proverty 


Bill will encourage the Quaker in ſetting up Right 
* upon the Plea of * to another Man's 


6 


K - * E . 


[4 
C 


Cc 


Eſtate. 

I ſaid to myſelf, Noth not the Country-Parſon 
appeal to every Man's Conſcience, when he de- 
mands Tithe of divine Right? When he claims it | 
as a Duty to God ? And muſt he not fo far allow 
the Puaker's Conſcience to decide? 


* But, ſays the Parſon, I wiſh the Quaker Con- 


ſetence could be examin id in this Point. 1s he 4 


Land-Owner ? Let him be aſked, upon bis Con- 
ſcience, whether he paid any Conſideration to the | 
Vender of the Land beyond the uſual Price, and 
uon a Suppoſition that no Tithes would be due 


from his Land. Is he a Farmer? Let him be 


aſted, whether he pays more Rent than a Church- 
man ſed to give for the Farm, and in Conſideration | 
of his paying no Tithe, If he cannot ſay that: he 
either bought or hired the Tithe (and he can Jay 
neither) what Title hath he to it? 
* I muſt here obſerve, that the Country-Parſin 
lays down a Law of Property by this Examination 
of the Qyaker's Conſcience : A Propoſition, 
That if any Burthen upon Land ſhall continue till 
it leſſen the Value of our Lands, it then becomes 
2790 44 PE 
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(f ) A Bill then depending in Facliament relating 


Tiphes, 
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© a'Property'in the Uſurpers, and the Landed:Men 
£ ſhall never be diſcharged, becauſe all ſubſequent 
« Purchaſes are made with the Conſideration of ſuch 
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) an Incumbrance upon the Land. | 

| ©, There are Three remarkable Caſes in our 
7 « Hiſtory, which will fall under this Propoſition. 
* 1, The ancient Rome-ſcot or Peler- Pence, was 


- a Penny charged upon every Houle by Ina, King = 
? of the Meſt. Saxons, being at Rome in Pilgrimage, | 
a Anno 720, and by Offa, King of the Mercians, 
Anno 794, to ſuſtain the Eu 97% School there : 

« It amounted to 300 Marks 0 a Noble yearly 


1 for the whole Realm, and was paid to the See of 
-Y <= Rome on the Feaſt of St. Peter ad Vincula, being 
t « the firſt Day of Auguſt, till it was aboliſhed by 


6 Parliament, 25 Hen. 8, Anno 1534. 

." +. 6:04. THE\UNCIEAT Dane. gelt was a Tribute of one 
« Shilling, and afterwards of two Shillings, upon 
« every Hide of Land; originally levied for clear- 
ing the Seas of Daniſh Pyrates, or for purchaſing 
< Peace of them, as by Ethelred, who raiſed for 
£ this Purpoſe firſt 10, ooo J. next 16,0001. then 
< 26,0001, and laſtly 48,0007. Edward: the Con- 
© fefſar releaſed this Tax. It was levied again by 
the Conqueror, and by W. Rufus ; but it was 
again releaſed by i 220 and e 0 King 
« "OO 


The ancient Subſidy given from Year 
to Yer by Parliament, was uſually, as in the 
< 14th of Edw. 3. Stat. cap. 18. The Prelates, 


A © Earls, Barons, — all the Commons of the Realm, 
„ grant 10 the King the ninth Lamb, the ninth Hleece, 
I] « ;tbe ninth Sheaf, and of Cities and Boroughs, the 
8 very ninth Part of all their Goods and Chaltels, to 
* „10 be. taken hy two Tear to comm. 

| © Numerous Inſtances of the like Subſidies may 
: : be Gen in jo Sale r 5 


_ * Now 
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Now in all theſe Cafes, viz. 1. In the Caſe of 


Peter-Pence, which continued a Rent-Charge on 
Houſes for the Space of 800 Years. 2. In the 
Caſe of Dane gelt, which continued a. Rent- 
Charge upon Land for the Space of 300 Years. 


And 3. In the Caſe of the ninih Part of the Pro- 


duce of Land, and the ninth Part of the Subjects 
Goods, which continued very long the uſual-Sub- 


ſidy to the Crown ; the Value of the Lands 


of Engiand became impaired by reaſon of the 
Charge, and every Purchaſer paid a leſs Price 
whilſt fuch Incumbrance continued upon them. 

But would our Anceſtors have ſuffered . either 
the Pope or the Crown to examine the Con- 


ſciences of the People of England, in the abſurd 


Manner of this Country-Parſon ? Would it have 
been endured either to ſet up a Right in Conſcience 
to the Perpetuity of Peter-Pence, or Dane-gelt, 
becauſe every modern Purchaſer had bought his 
Houſe or Land the cheaper, by reaſon of fuch 
Burthen upon them ? | Shs 
Doubtleſs the fame Queſtions might have been 


« aſked in the Caſe of Peter-Pence and of Dane-gelt, 

s as in the Caſe of Tube, and the ſame Anſwers 

s muſt have: been returned. OD Wee! 

But the Parſan aſks further, J you bought your 
7 


Lands and Tenements with theſe 


cumbrances upon 


* them, what Right have you ever to be freed from 
« them? e 1 | 


J anſwer, that I have the Right of a free Subject, | 


to enjoy the Produce of his own Labour; the 


Right of an Exeli/bman, to enjoy his own Poſſeſſion 
6 free and clear of all unreaſonable Incumbrances ; 
6 and. my Title to the incumbred Part of my 
« Eſtate is ſo far good as any other Man's Title to 
it is bad. If I buy an Eſtate with a Reni- 
Cbarge, an Aunuity, or a Morigage upon it, and 
* theſe Incumbrances ſhall be conſidered in the 


s Purchale 
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© Purchaſe ; yet if afterwards it appears that the 
« Perſons claiming this Rent. Charge, this Annuity, 
« or this Mort We never had any juſt Right 
therein; am und to make their bad Title 


|  # prod in Law or Conſcience, becauſe I bought the 


* 2 
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« Eſtate cheaper, on Suppoſition that they had 


« lawful Incumbrances upon it? | 

© In the Poſſeſſion of Land I am in the Condi- 
tion of the prime Occupant. I am not bound to 
« ſhew my Title to any Man; I am not bound to 
* ſhew that I bought it, or inherit it. Ir is ſufficient 


that I poſſeſs it, unleſs he can ſhew a prior or 


better Right to it. And whether I bought my 
© Freehold cheaper or dearer, I am by Law and 
* Conſcience intitled to hold it as free and clear, as 
s if I had held it from the Creation of the World. 
If when the ancient Subſidy of a imb Part 
had gained Eſtabliſhment by Courſe of Time, 
© the Purchaſe of Lands became cheaper by reaſon 
4 of this Exaction, would not the Crown have had 
6 an Eſtate of Perpetuity in the ninth Lamb, the 
* zinth Fleece, the 1inth Sheaf, and the ninthᷣ Part 
* of the Goods of all the Subjects, by the ſame 
© Rule of Conſcience as the Clergy claim an Eſtate 
in the TenTH ? Becauſe the Continuance of the 
s Uſurpation had lower'd the Rents of all the 
Lands. i 8 
This Doctrine of gaining an Eſtate in Perpe- 
© tuity thro! any I mpoſition upon Land, which by 
Length of Time makes the Value of it leſs in ſub- 
© ſequent Alienations, and by pretended Equity, 


the Intereſt in it leſs to all new Purchaſers, is of 


dangerous Conſequence to the whole LAN DED 
IxTEREST of this Kingdom, It eſtabliſhes a 


+ Right ſome where ina PERPETUAL LAND FAX; * 


« becauſe 'within forty or fifty Years Time, fince 
the Land hath- borne this Charge, the Value of 
Land hath diminiſhed in proportion; and . 
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thirds of the Lands of England, having within 
that Time by Purchaſe or Exchange ' paſſed into 


the Hands of new Owners, (as may- poſſibly be 


the caſe of all our Lands before this Tax can be 
releaſed) therefore the Land-Owner, who bought 
his Land ſubject to the uſual Land-Tax, ſhall in 
Equity and Conſcience be for ever liable to 


1200, three, or four Shillings in the Pound, by 
reaſon of his having bought the Land cheaper.” 


« And the Cruntry- Parſon ſhall aſk him thoſe 
ſubtle Queſtions, {s he a Land-Owner ? Let him 
be aſted upon his Conſcience, whether he paid any 

Confideration to the Vender of the Land beyond the 
uſual Price, and upon Suppoſition that no Land. Tax 
would be due from his Land. Is hea Farmer? 
Let bim be aſked upon his Conſcience, «whether be 

pays more Rent than uſed io be given for the Farm, 
and in Conſideration of his paying no Land-Tax, If 


be cannot ſay, that he either bought or hired the 


Land-Tax (and he can ſay neither) what Title hath 
he to it? and therefore there muſt be another 
Owner who hath a juſt Title to it. 


From Rules of Property and Rights of Ehate, 


ſuch as this Country-Parſon would eſtabliſh, it 
muſt follow, that no Uſurpation on the Lands of 
a Kingdom could ever be reſumed conſiſtently 
with Conſcience ; that the Foundations of Eccle- 


ſiaſticks in the Church of Rome itſelf ought not 


to be taken away, becauſe the Priefts have the 
legal Eſtate vefted in them ; that the Impoſitions 
of arbitrary Power become Matter of Right in 
Perſons who can work the ancient Land Owners 
out of their, Inheritances; and that if SgI p- 
Monzy had been exacted for a Length of Time, 
+ till the Value of all our Lands had ſunk under 


the Exactions, New Purchaſers would have had 
ne Right to have been eaſed of the Burden, be- 


-» 


s cauſe 
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cauſe they would have bought the Land charged | 
with it, and cheaper by reaſon. of t. 
© In ſhort, ſuch Conſequences are unavoidable 
from this Part of the Country-Parjon's Plea, that 
were he to ſhew himſelf in his proper Figure, 
« ſpeaking in this Manner againſt the Right of the 
« People of England to enjoy their own Lands, an 
* Impeaching Parliament might probably charge 
« him as an Enemy to Property ; a Betrayer of the 
© Rights and Liberties of the People; advancing 
« falſe Doctrines of dangerous Conſequence io the Con- 
« ſtitution of the Kingdom, and which tend to ſubvert 
* the Proteſtant Religion, to obſtruct all Reformation 
in the Chriſtian Church, io revive Popery and 
Popiſh Foundations, and to Jubjef? the Commons 
of this Realm to the Yoke of enormous Ecclef aftical 1 
Power. ah 


« Leaving him to the Diſcipline of ſuch National = j | 


—— — 
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£ Tuſtice whenever it ſhall find him I totally 
deny him, or any Perſon living, to poſſeſs any 

« Eſtate in the Land, by reaſon of its having been 
c lower*d in Value, through an unjuſt Impoſition; 

I conceive his Claim of Tithe to have no other 
© Foundation in Law. or Conſcience than Peter- | 
Pence had before it was aboliſh'd by Act of Par- 1 
fliament; I conceive them both to have been 1 
Uſurpations of the ſame Nature, which grew and v1 
© obtain'd in the Times of Darkneſs and Devotion | 
through the Craft of @ mercenary Clergy, and the 

« Superſtition of a blind deluded Laity : I likewiſe 

«* apprehend, that as the Wiſdom of Parliament 

* utterly aboliſh*d the one, becauſe it impoveriſhed 

the Kingdom, ſo the Repreſentatives of the Peo- 

ple have not only a Right, but are bound in | 
Duty to moderate. the other, whenever it ſhall be 
exorbitant in its Amount, or oppreſſive in its 
Exactions. But, | 


6 Becauſe 
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< Becauſe the Eſtate of the Clergy in Tithe, is 
< ſo much inſiſted on as their Right in Conſcience, it 
may be fit to enquire on what Conſideration they 


had their original Grants. The Confirmation of 
King STEPHEN is an Evidence of this Kind, the 
< Preamble to which is as follows, viz. 

© BECAUSE through the Providence of divine 
« Mercy we know it to be ſo ordered, and by the 
< Churches publiſhing it far and near, every Body 


« hath heard, that by the Diſtribution of Alms, Perſons 
© may be abſolved from the Bonds of Sin, and acquire 


the Rewards of Heavenly Joys; I STxPHEN, b 


.* the Grace of God, King 7 Elan, being willing 


© to have a Part with them, who by an happy Kind of 
* Trading, exchange Heavenly Things for Earthly ; 
© and [ſmitten with the Land of God, and for the 


Salvation of my own Soul, and the Souls of m 


Father and Mother, and all my Forefathers and 


« Anceſtors (confirm Tithes and other Donations to 
the Church). 


After ſuch a Specimen as this, I cannot have 
< the leaſt Doubt, that Eftates given under ſuch 
< Conſiderations, are of ALL oTHERS, the moſt 
c proper for the Diſpoſition of Parliament. 


Towards the Concluſion of the Diſſertation, the 


Author replies to what his Antagoniſt had urged | 


againſt with-holding Tithes, from two Statutes of 
Hen. 8. wherein they who do ſo are ſtiled Evit- 
diſpoſed Perſons, Not regarding their Duties io God 


and the King; atting of an ungodl Rye Will and 
Mind, de. * 5 goaly Þ 


« If it be urged as the Senſe of thoſe Times con- 


© cerning Non-payment of Tithe, will the Parſon 
allow me to cite other Statutes made about the 


< ſame Time, as the Senſe of the Law-makers upon 
other Eccleliaſtical Pretenſions. 


6 I fear, 


4 ; 


The: Great Caſe of Tithes, &c, 


II ear, the Senſe of Parliament hath very little 
« Weight els the Clergy, when it is not on the 
« Side of their Ambition; and therefore | may not 

« perhaps hold it concluſive, when, influenced by 

their ungodly Management, it lets them to 
« defame and damn their Enemies, as Za ta 
God and the King. 

* The Statute of the firſt Year of Edvard 6. 
cap. 2. declares, That Elections Arobbiſbots and 
6 Biſhops Y Deans and Chapters, are as well 1a the 

_ © long Delay, as to the great on M Charges of 
« ſuch P 14 whom the: King give Arctbiſos. 
6 rick or Biſhoprick unto, ps that Far the | aid 15 
« be in very deed no Elections, but only hy a Mrit of 
« Conge D'elire, have Colours, Shadows, or Pre- 
© tences of Elections, ſerving nevertheleſs to. no Par- 
6. yoſe, and {ce N alſo derogatory 10 the King 5 
s Prerogatzve Royal. 

This Act of Parliament, though not held at 

« preſent to be in force, doth certainly ſhew the 
s Senſe of our Anceſtors on the Subject 5 Kas 


c Bun 0 

| Wil the Cler gy allow us io ſpeak of their pr 

0 3 Elections of Biſhops in the Terms of ch 
1 2 of Parliament? No it is againſt divine 


Wo If then they will not allow the 1nſtitution 
of Biſhops: 


to be tied down to the Preface of a Law 
3 3 in Edward the Sixths Time, will they tie 
1 every Man down in the Equity of Tilbes to the 
. „ Preface af a Law made in Henry the ZightV's 
Time; 
101 ] truſt the Right on an 258% Subject, that 
Ws we ſhall not be reſtrained from a larger Conſidera- 
« tion of ſo important an Affair, and that neither our 
« .Duly.to God or the ſhall be queſtioned for 
no better Reaſon than our Difference of Senti- 
ments in et Affair of ö 


« 1 reverence 
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I reberence an A& of Parliament as mucli as 
0 1 9 7 ob living. It is the Act of that Power 


ch we'are all bound to truſt and obey.” But 
<1 amn not ſo far concluded by an Ack of Par- 
e liattient, that I ought either to believe implicitly 
c whatever it declares; or nat to ſolli jéit the Repeal 
« of what it may enact. And 1 cannot but obſer ve, 
I. That when Henry the Eigbib unravelling his 
own Reformation, went retrograde inte tlie worſt 
Meaſures of Poper 5 he paſt the 4 of the ſix 
e ,Sticles in his 31ſt Year, wherein he eſtabliſhed 

C  Suriciitor. Confeſſion and J. runſubſtantiation. And, 
2. Fhat in his next Year he paſt the Act for 
£ the Payment of Tithes, wherein is the famous Ex- 


8 of Perfons 0. e their Duties un 


od and the Ring. 


If therefore'Tithes, 7 bf anthacidn; and Au: 
* ricular Confeſſion, are of the ſame Growth and 


Family, we ſhall find that the fame Reaſoning 


© from Acts of Parliament, which makes the Pay. 


© ment of Tithes a Duty to God and the Ning, by the 
< Statute of 32 Hen. 8. would as forcibly prove 


© Tranſubſtantiation and Auricular Confeſſion to be 


La 


Articles of Faith fit for a Chriſtian to believe i 5 
becauſe they are ſo declared by the Staute of 

Hen. 8. which impoſed/ thoſe (g) ſix bloody FR 
ticles, famous: in the red bf thole imes. And, 
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£6 1 1 1 any ſhould deny the real Preſence of the 
et Body of Chriſt in the Sacrament, he ſhould he burned. 

«* 24. If any deny the Sacrament to be ſufficient under 
« One Species; 34, Or hold it lawful for Prieſts to be 


Married; 4th, Or that Chaſtity yowed was not to be 


« kept; 5th, Or that Private Maſſes ought not to be cele- 
9 brated; 6th, Or that Auricular Confeiſion was not exper 


dient, they ſhould be banged. . 


Ibis Law, ſays the Hiſtorian, was the Deſtrufion of 
« Multigudes., 


$ 
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"Th Great Caſe-of Tithes, "We. 


Jo ſay that the Act of the fix ruin is is re- 

, Pealed, bo that the Tithe AF $-#ll in forte, 
would make the Matter infinitely ridiculous ; 
for. This would ſuppbſe that our Daly to Cod, 
or br Faith in Chriſt, depends a aeg sher on the 
8 xiſtences and Duration of ACts of Parliament: 
© Bo gk it may be a Duty to God, or not a Duty 10 

God; an Orthodox Creed, or not an Orthodox | 
0 Creed, as different Parliaments happen to be of _— 
6 different Opinions. . 

If the Country- Parſon is diſpleaſed that ſucl. 1 


j 
« Abfurdities ſhould be laid at his Door, he ſhoul@ | 
© be leſs forward to preſs the Senſe of our Anceſ- V7 
tors, and Authorities, out of the Statute-books in i 
Proof of ſuch Points as Duties o God, wherein 1 
every Man may take the Bible and his own Con- "2 
« ſcience to be ſafer Guides, than any AC of Par- MI 
«© liament, 


« If heis diſpleaſed that the Senſe of our An- 4 
© ceſtors, and Authorities out of the Statute-books, if 
« ſhould be urged in Support of the Rights of the = 
« Laity, againſt the Uſurpations of the Clergy, I 1 
muſt tell him, that to protect the People from 
« Injuſtice, is the proper and eſſential Care of Par- 
« liament, but that to define Duties to God, is be- 
< yond the Bounds of human Authority; and tho? 
« Parliaments may ſpecify what Doctrines Clergy- 
men ſhall teach, yet they cannot require any Man 
« to believe them, becauſe though the Parſon 1s the 
Servant of the Legiſlative Power, yet every 
« Manis Maſter of his own Conſcience. q 
Our Duty 10 God, as to the Payment of Tithes, — = 
is thereof in every reſpect as queſtionable, and as 
* conſcientiouſly to be denied, as if thoſe Laws had 
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never been enacted. And, ®..” 1 
« The Payment of "ithes, as.a Duty 10 God, .. 
« being denied by the ®rakets, and by almoſt all Xx 


other Men; a. common Good can be theonly 
K | 3 
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of dee Ra Reaſon for impe | 
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F an e but an Abomiation. \ 
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ing ies a cornrtion 
IM The Con Comtri Baron hach A Conceit; that this 


© (b) Bill is 2 only V laee of an Application 
to any Government, in the known World, to 
© countenance an Opinion deſtructive to the Propef | 
* of any of the Subjects. But ſurely, if it be tis | 
Conception, he is wrong, vain, and unwa:rantable, | 


That Lands held in Mortmain, or that the 
Stagnation of Property in dead Hands, is con- 
r trary to the Good of the Kingdom, hath been 
the Opinion of our Parliaments, and the Prineiple 
of our Laws, ever ſince the Foundation of this 
Government, however deſtructive it muſt be to 
what Churchmen call their Property. But farther, 
That the Quakers hold the Maintenance of the 
Mo das to be Antichriſtian and unreaſonable, is 
Fact ; That any Sect RE account it a 


"RA 


the Qyakers, who pay nothing at all to their own | 
Teachers, ſhould be obliged to maintain the 
Teachers of any other Sect, is to them not * 
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3 ſufficient Charge upon them to maintain their 
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c juſtifiable Reaſon for impoſing it as a common 
6 Charg e.— 
0 The Country- Siren hath a Conceit, that this 
() Bill is the only Inſtance of an Application 
ro any Government, in the known World, to 
countenance an Opinion deſtructive to the Property 
of any of the Subjects. But ſurely, if it be his 
Conception, he is wrong, vain, and unwarrantable. 
That Lands held in Mortmain, or that the 
Stagnation of Property in dead Hands, is con- 
s trary to the Good of the Kingdom, hath been 
< the Opinion of our Parliaments, and the Prineiple 
of our Laws, ever ſince the Foundation of this 
Government, however deſtructive it muſt be to 
s what Churchmen call their Property. But farther, 
That the 2yakers hold the Maintenance of the 
« Clergy to be Antichriſtian and unreaſonable, is 
Fact; That any Sect ſhould account it a | 


< own Teachers, is but Reaſon : And,——That 
the Quakers, who pay nothing at all to their own 
Teachers, ſhould be obliged to maintain the 
Teachers of any other Sect, is to them not only 
+ an Hardſhip, but an Abomination. 
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